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PRE F AUG: 


HE yearly-meeting in 1783, having a concern for the revifal of our 
difcipline, committed the important work to the meeting for fufferings, 
who, after waiting for a right qualification, proceeded on the bufinefs; and. 
having the revifal of the London difcipline of 1782, with thofe of our neigh- _ 
bouring yearly-meetings as well as our own’ to compare, have with much 
labour and clofe attention, in the ability afforded, performed the fame, which 
being ‘laid before the laft yearly-meeting, a darge committee, confifling of 
friends from each quarter, were appointed to join the meeting for fufferings | 
in examining the fame,’ who being met accordingly, were favoured after fe-_ 
veral fittings to go through the work ; and the whole, as contained in the fol- 
lowing pages, was agreed to; and the yearly-meeting having committed to the : 
meeting’ for fufferings the further care of communicating the fame to the feve-, . 
ral quarterly and monthly-meetings, they have thought fit to direét a fuit~ ‘ 
able number of copies to be printed for that purpofe, in order, aes 
rft. That every quarterly and monthly-meeting may be furnifhed with a 


‘fair and ‘correct collection of the minutes and advices which have been Paereee 


to, for regulating the affairs of the fociety. 
‘adly. “ That thefe minutes ‘and advices being more generally ceived, 
may be more uniformly obferved and putin practice, that order, unity, peace 
and harmony, may be preferved throughout the churches.” 
gdly. ‘* Thatin an efpecial manner the youth of the prefent and fucceed-. 
ing generations may not only be early and more fully inftructed in our reli-. 


gious principles, but in the nature and defign of our Chriftian difcipline; and ae 


through divine affiftance be enabled to adorn our holy. profeffion, by a con- 


fiftent conduc and circumfpect converfation in all godlinefs and honefty, 


a2 - thereby 


~ 


— 
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thereby avoiding the reproach which many, through a defection in principles | 


or a degeneracy in practice, have brought upon themfelves, and the ner of 
which they profefs to be members.” ! . | 
4thly. ‘That the unfaithful, the immoral, ‘and’ the libertine -rokeainias 


may be feafonably reminded of their danger and of their duty, as. well as of 


the great labour, which, in much gofpel love, hath been from time to time: 
beftowed for their help and recovery ; and’ that fuch as continue to defpife- 
and reject the convictions of truth, and the counfel. of their brethren, and, 
refufe to be reclaimed, may be made fenfible that they themfelves. are the 


caufe of their feparation from our religious fellowfhip and communion: For- 


when any, by their inconfiftent and diforderly conduct, or by imbibing and: 
adopting principles or practices contrary to the doétrine which we have receiv=. 


ed, have firft manifefted their difunity with the fociety, it is. but juft and — 


requifite, that, after endeavouring and waiting to reftore them without. effect, 


_ the body fhould teftify its difunity with fuch erring and refractory members . 


at the fame time earneftly defiring that they may be convinced of the error. 
of their ways, and that through unfeigned repentance, and a confiftent orderly. 
conduct in future, they may be re-united to.the body.. . This, being the utmoft 
extent of our difcipline refpecting offenders, it.is very evident, that, from the: 


__ right exercife thereof, no degree of perfecution or impofition can.bejuftly. in- 


ferred; for the impofition refts entirely on the part of thofe who. infift on, 
being retained as members, whilft at open, variance with the. bogy,. either 1 in, 
principle or practice.” 3 

We are not however without a clear fenfe that tl this publication. will prove: 
infufficient to produce the defired effect, unlefs we are very careful to move. 
and ac under the immediate influence ofthe Spirit of Chrift, in the pure love 
of the Gofpel. . 

«¢ And whilft we are earneftly recommending this work to. the notice and: 
regard of friends, we cannot ‘omit to prefs upon them a diligent reading of 


A Holy Scriptures, as fuperior to all other writings for inftrudtion ; and ity’ 
| Ne 


. Hand gat he 
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- mutt yield great fatisfaction to: obferve how confonant thefe advices are to the: 


doétrine and precepts of Chrift.and his apoftles.” | 
Although this collection is printed folely for the ufe of our own fociéty, yet; 


_ fhould it. get abroad and meet the public eye, it is not doubted’ but every 
ferious and candid reader will obferve, throughout the whole, the conftant and 


earneft endeavours of the fociety for the promotion of virtue and religion, | 
> (Mertine ror Surrerines, the gth. : ; r 
of the 7th Month, 1785. | | - 


ADVERTISEMENT. 
— ; ; hess 
¥ T is to be obferved, that the dates at the end of the minutes and advices, ~ 
denote the years in which they were iffued by the yearly-meeting from 
whence they were taken. 


~ The book is printed with blank pages, and’ bound with blank leaves, for 
the -purpofe of making future additions, which are to be inferted in the man- 
ner, and in the page, in which they will be direéted to Be placed by the year- 
_ dy-meeting. No other additions are to be made, 
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CKNOWLEDGMENTS to be received by 

the meeting that difowns, Page 98 
Accounts, to be frequently fettled, 118, 145. 
| Adminifirators. See Orphans Wills, &c. 105. 

Anfwers, to queries, to exprefs the name of the 
meeting friends are gone to or.come from, 


Ir. 


Apparel. See Plainnefi, 111.. 

APPEALS, mode of proceeding i In; 

. Apprentices. See Rémovals and Settlements 123. 

See Parents and Guardians, 107. 

ARBITRATION, 3. Friends refuiing to fubmit 
differences to .arbitration, to be teftified 
againit, 3. Method of proceeding to be 
obferved in arbitration, 6. Not to trouble 
miniftering friends with, 4. See Law, 55. 

Arms. See War, 147. 

Audit, to fettle accounts, to be appointed by 
each monthly-meeting, 114. See Stock, 137. 

Awards, friends refufing to complywith, to be 
difowned, 4. 


Affifiance, of fuperior-meetings to be. applied fot , 


and afforded, 40. 

B 
Bankr t See ve vade, 143. 
Beni to be avoided, 31. 
_ Bible. See Scriptures, 129. 
Births. See Records, 121. 
Bond. See Arbitration, 3. 
Books. 
diftribution of, 9. Such as are printed, in 
anfwer to adverfaries, to be diftribated in 
due time, 9. Advice againit reading -im- 
_ proper books, g. Parents to reftrain their 
children from reading fuch, 10. Books of 
record to have alphabets, and te be bound, 
121. Book of difcipline to be prefent at 
mectings of bufinefs, 98. And to be read 
when folid friends advife to it, 98. 


D 


Regulations refpeCting the printing and » 


E bate 


Burials, 51. Perfons to be appointed to attend 
them, 51. See Records, 121. 

Burial-Grounds. See ditto. 

Bufineft, thofe who launch into, beyond theig 
ability to manage in the truth, to be timely 
Jaboured with, 118.. 


C:° 


CrrtiricaTes, fuch as remove to have them: 
t1: Certificates of minifters who travel to . 
be called for, 85. To be granted to mini- 


fters with caution, 86. Certificate in the 


cafe of marriage, 66, 67. _ See Records, 121. 
See Removals and Settlements, 123. 

Charities. See Records, 12¥. 
10s. See Liberality to the Poor, 57. 

Cuitpren; 13. "Fo be reftrained, 44. To Be 
brought up in a diligent attendance of meet- | 
ings. 
nefs; 11%. Records, 21. Removals, BeSs, 
Schools, 127. Sctiptures, 129. To be ade 

_ mitted members. at the diferetion of montiilys'. 
meetings, 14. 

Chrif. Faith in him exhorted ‘to, &c. 80. . 
Books tending to leffen the true faith i in Chrift . 
to be difcouraged, 9. 

Committee, to have the care: of marriages, to 
attend after at the houfe, 68. 

Civit GoverNMENT, 15. Advice to friends 
refpecting their ‘conduét | towards thofe in. 
authority, 16., 

Clerks, of the yenrly’ -meeting,- ‘how to be choteny 


54: 
CMimerce. See Trade, 1436: 
Collections. See Stock, 137. 


Conpucr and Conversation, 19. Gene~ 
ra] advices relating to, 19. 
Controverfies. See Appeals) i... 
Arbitrations, 3. Ae 

Convincep Persons, to be vifited, 21. fest 
to be initiated, and not too haftily, 2m - 


ae re 
Coxresronpence, 23. See Metting for Suffers a 


ings, 77° Der 
CoveTOousness,:, 


See Wills, Be, fe fe a 


See Books, 9. Education, 43. Plaine s = . 


s* 
er) 
- 


Dats and Times, 27. 


e a and Elders, 84. 
| Denied Perfons, to ftand-difowned till reinftated, 


-Dirrerences. 


Dref. See Plainne/s, 111. 


viii | I N 


Covetousness, 25. Such as covet to be rich 


warned againit, 25. 


‘Cuftoms, Duties, and Excife, friends cautioned 


againft the non-payment of, 17. The un- 
faithful to be teftified againft, Uh See Que- 
ries, 107. 


D 


Advice againft the 
fuperititious obfervation of, and giving im- 
~ proper names to, 27. 

“Dealing. Mode of. See Monthly-Meetings, 96. 
See Difcipline, &c. 137. 

Debts. ‘Thofe deficient in the payment of, to 
be laboured with, 118. 

‘DeramaTion and Detraction, 31. Mode 
of proceeding againft perfons: charged with, 
32. Defamation not fubjeé to be arbitrated, 

_-until the injury be proved, 7. Defamatory 

_ Writings to be aifcouraged,-33.. See Minsfiers* 


or the denial reverfed by a fuperior meeting, 
96. How to be reinflated, if. removed, 97. 
Advices refpeéting, 35. See 
_ Appeals, 1. Arbitrations,3. Covetoufnefs, 25. 
‘Discipuine, and Meerines for Discipiine, 
- Difowning, &c. to-be recorded, 37. 
See Monthly-Meetings, 39. Right. difcipline 
the Lord’s-work, and to be-done as in his 
fight, 40. 


Divverfion. See Condué? and . Converfation,. 19. 


Education, 43. Parents and Guardians, 107. 

Plainnefs, 11. 

Parents and "(et 
dians, 107. Youth, 155. 

Donations and Sugscriprions, of whom 

_. tobe received, ar. How tobe applied, 106. 

Drews nef, and a lukewarm Spirit, &c. exhor- 
tation againit,. &c.. 80. . 


> a 
‘Epyeation, 43. Of poor friends children to 
be under the care of. monthly and. quarterly- 


mectings, 113. See Parents and Guardians, 
107. Plainne/s, LEI, Schools, ihe Poor, 


3336 

Elders.. Monthly-meetings to appoint faithful 
friends as elders, and. their. duty, 83. To 
watch over the flock, zs. To help and in- 
-» form the weak, 87. Advice to elders, 83, 


Sat -Hovsss. 


Ltvslion eal to be dealt with, 19. ; eh ie 


D E ¥ XX. 
95. See Minifers and Elders, 83. Queries 
of Miniffers and Elders, 94. Monthly-meet- 
ings, 96. . 
ISTLES, from the vyearly- -meeting, to be re- 
“corded by the clerk, 45. When received by 
the quarterly-meetings, to be entered in fair 
books, 116... 

Executors. Excufed from referring matters, not 
their own property, to arbitration, 5. To 
take inventories Foals 105. 


Failures. See Trade, 143. : 
Faith, in Chritt, exhortation to, Bo. 
Famities, 47. Monthly-meetings to appoint 

-fuitable friends to vifit families, 98,47. To - - 

be called- together to wait on:the Lord, 107. | 
Fafhions. See Condué -and Converfation, 19. 

Education, 43. Parents and Guardians, 107. 

Plainnefs, 111. 
Fafis. See Days and Times, 27. 
Free-Masons. Meetings or public enitertain- 

ments of, not to be joined with, 49. 


Funerals, 51. See ear tiee Habitsy 99+" Re- 
Cords, 423. 


G 
Ganiing-Places See Youth, 155: 
Government. See Civil Giaencninde Ig. 


“Goods, thofe that run, buy.or vend them, to be 
-dealt with, 17. 


“Grave-STones,. 53. ‘Gravity of deportment 
exhorted to, 80. 

Guardians. See Parents and Guardians, 107. 
‘Guardians, who confent to, or encourage mar 
‘rage Contrary. to our rules, to be dealt with, 
70. See Marriage, 63. Willsy be. tOBy 


LING pa Sk ad their. yee 


Friends NOt £0, sont pubS, to the 
 fapport thereof, 53: i 


» 4 : oT hi a. 
Impof Duties and Excife to be. paid, a6; ga 
‘as have {cruples egainft, how co condué 


Linpoftors, Bagteniding to the. miniftry, to a 
_ couraged, 85. 3 


~* 


I N 
Wes tipailry, aie piven gs to be guarded 
\ again{t, ro. 
‘Yndecent Behaviour, in meetings, difcouraged, 19. 
dntemperance, advifed inft, 19. 
duns. See Conde& and Converfation, 19. Mo- 
deration and Temperance. See Liberality to 
a _ the Poor, 57. Plainnefs, 112. Condu@ and 
_  Conwerfation, 19. 
7 P 
Language. See Plainnefs, 111. Parenti and 
~Guardiaaj, 107. Days and Times, 27. 
Languages. Friends children to be inftruéted 
‘in the modern, 43. 
Liaw, 55. Friends not to fue one another at 
Jaw, 5. Exception, 5, 55. See Sufferings, 


139. 
- Learning, See Education, AS: 


x. : ie 


of the fociety, 69. “See Records, 121.  Que- 

ries, 117, Removals and Settlements, 123. 
Masters, Mistresses; and SERVANTS, 73. 
Meetings for difcipline, 37. Meeting-houfes, 


D 


ay 


hg | 

WNE tweed Of Ministers and Etpers, 83. 
Their queries, 94. To annually choofe or 
re-appoint a clerk, and keep records of their 
proceedings, 84. — 

MEETING FOR SUFFERINGS, 77. To be 
confulted: by friends under fufferings, 77. 
To take the care of printing and diftributing 
friends books, 9. ‘To have the ge Se of 
the yearly-meeting’s ftock, Fis Ofeeepif- 
tles duly forwarded, and the fore and ‘pa iets 
pers carried to yearly-meeting, 45. ~ ee E 

Meerines for Worsuip, 79. oi be attend=- 
ed in due time, and not kept. out of feafon, 

Nor ended too foon, ‘or unbecomingly, 4 


Legacies. See Orphans, Wills, &c. 105. Que- 42. Caution about behaviour aftery ig, 62.) 4% 

ries, 117. ®  Exhortations to attend thofe ‘on week-days,. 

Lizerariry to 7s Poor, 57. Charity re- © 81. Perfons profefing with us, who abfenr. -- 
commended, Afiiftance to be afforded themfelves from our religious meetings, to 
ay ‘in ficknefs ‘or aac: The ‘rich warned be dealt with, 82. Perfons living at adif- 
~~~ and advifed to communicate, 57. tance, reminded to keep meetings jn. their” # eye 
Love and Unity, 59. See Differences, &c. families, 79. See Minifters and ee bs oan 
35. Lotteries, 61. ' 83. peared 
Males dS | Meetino-Hovuses, 75. See Record bower ® 
Racist M | Memberfoip. See Children, 14, See Mon oes ipo 
Meetings, 96. See Removals “and ee i ¥ YK. 
™ Manuferipts, to beviewed by meeting for faffer- + 123. Convinced Perfons, 21. oo ee Seah 
ings. Mixiria. See War, 147. ‘pie 
by ba General advice relating to, 63.  Minifers. . Advice to, 92, 93. Who: are hdaeode 
; -Not to proceed ‘under twelve months after bers of the meetings for minifters and ics tae 
‘ ~ déceafe of former companion, 65. Rules for 83, 84. Young minifters, when a oa 


_ ocecding in-.relation to marriage, 65. 
arridge to be laid before womens meetings, 
1, 66." ‘They as well as.men appoint commit- 


; tees to cnguire into clearnefs, 66 ; and*to 


attend at the marriage,67. ‘The proceedings 
of fuch as apply for marriage, not.te be ob- 
jeéted to on account of offences before unno- 
bhi saris 96. “Perfons who-endeavour to entan- 
__gle.the affections of young women, without 
the confent of parents and guardians, not 
allowed to proceed until the offence be 
- acknowledged and condemned, 63. Rules 
againft marrying with .perforis near of kin, 
04." . Perfons' taking each other without 
“confent of their monthly-meeting, to be 
 ‘difowned, 70, 71. . Rules rel pe chine fu! 
as marry” cohttery ~to the. effablifhad 


iy 


fulés 


to be reported to their monthly. and « 
ly-meetings, 84. Minifters to be 3 ae 
as little as may be with being arbitrators, 4., 
‘To avoid being entangled in the affairs: of this. 
life, 86. To be cautions of foreading te arts. 
to the difadvantage of any, 86. ‘'To-fhut eir* Ref 
ears againfl all private information, 86. Such. 
only to be permitted to travel, as are. append 

by their own monthly or quarterly- erage 
89. ‘Their certificates to be called for, 8 
Thofe who are engaged to vifit foreign par 
-advifed to propofe their cancern to the ye 
ly-meeting of minifters nna Ae 
be ready to receive advi 
‘and inftruct, 87. Minit 
of wise ‘Bar the hearers” 
if: watched? overs Ore HAP 
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me 
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tion to minifters who are not difowned, to be 
avoided, g1. None to impofe themfelves as 
preachers who are not faithful in obferving 
the various branches. of our teftimonies, 86. 
Mode of dealing with fuch as friends are 
not fatisfied with, 91. Re-admiflion of fuch 
as are difowned, 91. 
$5, 88. To return to their, habitations as 
foon as their fervice is over, 88. See Meet- 
ings of Miniffers and Elders, 83. 

Minifers and*Elders. See Meetings of Miniflers 
and Elders, &c. 83. Living in neglect of 
attending meetings, to be vifited and dealt 
with, go. 


~.. Moderation, exhortation to, 57. See Plainnefs, 
Tit. 
Months. See Days and Times, 27. 


Montury-Merrinecs, 96. Not to divide 
into two feparate meetings, without the con- 
fent of the quarterly-meeting, 39. To ap- 

- * point elders and overfeers, to ftir up deficient 
~ parents to duty, 14. To appoint friends to 

vifit families, 98. Their judgment may be 

_ appealed againit,1. Monthly-meetings, what 

_they confiit of, 38 ; who hea to comply 

“with. the judgment of the quarterly-meeting, 

‘muft appeal to the yearly-meeting, or may 

be diflolved by the quarterly-meeting, 115. 

To take off one or two books newly printed, g. 

To encourage fetting up {chools, 127. What 

“to record. See Records, 121. See Law, 


Moe fnane Hasits,99., Friends not to imi- 
tate the vain cuftom of wearing or giving ; 
extravagant expences about burials, gg. Mi- 
“mutes of the yearly-meeting, to be_carefully 
preferved and recorded, 321. 


N 
Names of Days, &c. to be called numerically, 


27. j 

Rivscors and Staves. Friends not to reap the 
unrighteous profits of flavery, 101. Such as 
have been held in flavery to be encouraged 
i religious and virtuous lives, 191. 


oO 


Oarus, not to be taken on any occafion, 103. 
Not to be adminifiered_by friends in pies 
103+ 


* On 
J 4 


Advices to minitters, 


PLAINNESS, IT¥. 


Bi OR 


Offenders, how to be dealt with, 95. 
dealing with fuch as remove, 97. 

Orpuans, Wits, Execurtors, &c. 105. 

Overfeers, to be chofen by each monthly -meet-. 
ing, 39. See Monthly- Meetings, 96. 

Overfeers of the Poor, to be annually *ppolatery 
and their duty, 114. 


P 


Mode of- 


Papers, to be examined before read up, with: 
fome exception,. 154. 

Parents and Guarpians. General ‘advice 
to, 107. To provide fuitable fchoolmatters, . 
108. ‘To be exemplary, 108. ‘To puttheir 
children apprentices to honeft. friends, 108. - 
To be ftirred up to their duty .by monthly- 
meetings, 14. Such as confent to or encou- 
rage marriages contrary to our, rules,,are to. 
be dealt with, 70. To inftruét .their chil- 
dren, 13. To keep their children to a fea- 
fonable and conftant, attendance of meetings, « 
79. Not to place thofe under care from 
among friends, without confent of the month- 
ly-meeting, 109. When friends want ap- 
| prentices, to feck our own members, 109. 

See Condud, &e.19., Educa- 

Parents and Guardians, 107. 


tion, 43. 


Poor. Poor friefds to be maintained by the | 


fociety, 113. Not to be refufed relief on 
2qcount.of offences unnoticed by monthly-_ 
meetings,96. Their children to be educated 


by monthly-meetings, 113. See. Schools. . 
Removals and | 


Liberality to the Poor, 114. 
Settlements, 123. 
Preparative- Meetings, 38. 
Prayer, caution to minifters therein, 93. 
Prifoners. See Sufferings, 130. . 
Prize Goods. See Queries, 118. 
Public Houfes, 118. 
Public Gifts, to be duly applied, 118. . 


Q 


QuarrerLy-MEETINGS, I15., Whet they. 
confilt of, 38, Select.meetings how made. 


up, 83, 84. To be held the day before the . 


quarterly and yearly-meetings, 84. To enter 


all minutes and written epiitles from the | 


yearly-meeting, ingfair books, 116, To hold. 


meetings for divine worfhip, on the fir day — 


of the quarterly-mecting, 116, Time when 


I N 


and ‘place where each. quarter is held, and 
of what monthly-meetings each is compofed 
of, 116. To appoint reprefentatives to the 
yearly-meeting, 153. Their judgment may 
be appealed from, 115. Not to be. fet up, 
or divided into two, but by the yearly-meet- 
ing, 39. See Correfpondence, 23. Records, 
121. Difcipline, 37. May unite the felect 

_amembers of two or more monthly-meetings 
into one felect- meeting, 84. 

Queri£s, 117. To be confidered and anfwer- 
ed; 84. . Select queries, 94. See Womens 
Meetings, 151. Vearly-Meetings. An{wers to 
them, muft be plain and explicit, and approv- 
ed by, and figned in and on behalf of quar- 
terly-meetings,153. 


R 


Recorps, 1z1. To be open, and to whom, 
39. See Epifiles, 45.. What to be recorded, 
121. Evil reports to be examined into, be- 
fore reported again, 34. And nat on hear- 
fay, 92. 

Regiffers. See Records, 121. 

Removars and SETTLEMENTS, 123. 
to remove without certificate, 123. 

Repentance, of diforderly walkers to be recorded 
in monthly and quarterly-micetings. Sce 

* Records,1z1. None after repentance to be 
reproached with their tranfgreflions, 37. See 
Monthly-Meetings, 96.  Reprefentatives, 39. 
Meetings for Difcipline, 39. Yearly- Meetings, 


None 


¥ 

fit hah, See Cuftoms, 16. 

Riches. See Covetoufnefi, 25. Education, 43. 
Liberality to the Poor, 57. Parents and Guar- 
dians, 107: 


Run Goods, 16. See Yearly-Meeting’s Queries, 117. 
Oy. 


Savurations, unbecoming geftures by. way 
of, to be avoided; 125. Subordination of 
meetings, 39. 
-$Senoors,.127. Schoolmafters and miftreffes 
of honeft friends to be encouraged, 127. 
~ Poor children to be educated, 127. Schaol 
committee to be appointed, 127. 
children to be fent to {chools*not of our focie- 
- ty, but by the a elton of the. fchoo] ¢om- 


ee. 128, 


See 
otek 
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No friends . 
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Scandal. See Defamation and Detra@ion, 41. 

Scriprures. Duty of friends to caufe their 
children to read them, 129. Books tending 
to corrupt the minds of youth to be difcou- 
raged, 129. See Children, 13. Education, 43. 
Parents and Guardians, 107. Schools, 127. 
Queries, V7. 

Servants, . See Mafters, &e. 73. 
Settlements; 123. 

Sick, to be vifited, 47. And affifled; 57. Silent 
humble-dependence on. the Lord. exhorted 
to, 88. 

Simplicity. See Plainneft,.112. 

Ships. See War, 147. Queries, 117. © 

Shop Doors, &c. not to be fhut.on: sr or feait- 
days, 2 

Slawes. See-Negroes and Slaves, 101. 

SLEEPING IN OUR RELIGIOUS: MgETINGs, 
131. Such as continue therein not to be. 
employed, 131. 

PiriTuous Liquors,133. ‘we sy bE diem 
advifed, againft (except as medicine) 133. 
Speech. See Plainnefs, 112. 

dians, 107. Days and Times, 27. 

Sports and Gamine, advice soni, an 
tranfgreflors to be dealt with, 135. 

Stock. 


pofal, 137. 
SUFFERINGS, 139.. 


Removals and 


See War, 147. Supe 


cial acknowledgments not to be Bee ihe Eile Bet 


Seapartele See Oaths, 103. 


qT 


Parents and: Guar. t 


Flow to be railed, and at whofe dif- Wa 


Eee £ we. & 


Taverns, not to be fieqitedtie vances hae 


See Queries, 117. 

Tale- bearing. See Defamation and Detratiomy 
31. Dueries, 117. 

Taxes mixed, the payment or non-payment of, 
not to be cenfured, 148. Such as pay thofe 
exprefsly for war to be dealt with, 149. 

Teftimonies of Denial to be recorded. See Re- 
cords,121. Memorials,141. ‘Tettimonies of 
deceafed friends, who were truly pious, to be 
collected and recorded, 141. 


ceptions and what, 141. ‘To be figned by 
the clerks of the refpective meetings. they did - 
belong .to, 1§t. 

Titles of Mesting-Houfes, &c. to be duly ial dct 
and fecured, 75, 


Treafurer, 


Teftimonies - 
of.denial to be publicly read, with fome ex’ 


Ait JY. N 

Trtafurer, to be appointed in each meeting, and 
the treafury open to womens meetings as wel! 
as mens, 314. 

Tombs. See Grave-Stones, 51. 

Trave, general advices to thofe concerned in, 
143. Such as fail of paying their juft debts, 
to be dealt with, and how, 144. Modera- 
tion in trade recommended, 144. Thofe 
unable toxcomply with their contraéts, to 
cal] their creditors in time, 144. And not 
to pay one creditor in preference to another, 
-145. See Covetoufnefs, 25. ‘Trading in flaves 
not allowable. See Negroes, 101. Families 
fufpected to be going backward in eftate to 
be vifited, 14.3. 

Truflees, excufed from referring matters, when 
the property is not their own, to-arbitration. 
See Arbitrations, 5. Wills, &c. 106. 


U 
* 
The 


hy 
Vifitors of Families, to be appointed, 47. 
vifited, 47. See Monthly-Meetings, 


- fick to be 
go. ee” 
Unity. See Lowe and Unity, 59. . Queries, 117. 


W 


War, our teftimony refpecting, 147. Rates or 
 . afleffments for advancing the hire of foldiers or 


a 


E X. 

for military men; and thofe exprefsly for war, 

to berefufed, 148,149. Caution againft letting 

temporal intereft induce any to contribute to 

war,.148, Whifpering, backbiting and de- 
tration difcouraged, 32. Wills, to be made 
vin health, 105. And according to juftice and 

equity, 105, 118. See Orphans, Wills, &c. 

105. i 
Womens Meerines, to be upheld and encou- = 
raged, 151. ‘Io appoint reprefentatives, 151. 

To proceed as the mens meetings are advifed 
under queries, 117. Monthly-meetings, 96. 
Quarterly-meetings, 115. And yearly-meet- 
ings, 153. How the labours of men and 
wemen are to be united, 151. 


> 


ie 
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Yearzty-Meerine. Its inftitution 
Manner of conduéting the bufi- 


153, 38. 
nefs, 153. ‘To nominate committees of ap- 
peals and when, x. The clerk to record 
epiltles, &e. 121. sg 
‘Yourn, caution andcounfelto, 155. See Di/- 
cipline and Meetings for Difcipline, 37.- -Chil- 
dren, 13. Education, 43. Parenss and Guar- 
dians, 107. Plainnefs, 111. 
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F any perfon or perfons fhall think themfelves injured or aggrieved by 

the judgment of any monthly-meeting, of which they were a member or 
members, fuch perfon or perfons may appeal to the quarterly-meeting, to 
whichgthe faid monthly-meeting doth belong ; provided notice be given of 
fuch “intended appeal, in three months after fuch judgment is given ; and 
the appeal muft be lodged in fuch quarterly-meeting, within fix gpanshs after 
fuch notice. re 

If any perfons be diffatisfied with the judement of any cin -meeting, 
they may appeal from fuch judgment to the yearly-meeting ; the appel- 
dants giving notice to the faid quarterly-meeting of their intentions to 
appeal, within fix months after the judgment of fuch quarterly-meeting is 
given; and fuch appeal mutt be brought to the next quarterly-meeting, if it 
may with convenience, or to the next following. | 

If any appellant or appellants do not bring his, her or their appeal to the 
yearly-meeting next enfuing, due notice once given, then, if fuch appellants 
continue their appeal, notice fhall be repeated in writing to the meeting 
againft which they may appeal, at leaft three months preceding the yearly- 
meeting. 1745. 

And when any: perfons manifeft their intention of appealing from the 


judgement of a monthly or quarterly-meeting, that fuch meeting appoint a 

_ fuitable number of friends to attend the fuperior meeting, with a copy of 

_ their doings figned by the clerk, there to manifeft the reafon upon which 

__ fuch judgment was founded ; which fuperior meeting is to take faid appeal 

j See: Bs into confideration, and determine thereon, by a committee to be appointed 

wis _ for that purpofe. All appeals to\be attended upon on the feventh day of 
x rege a the week, in which the yearly-meeting begins. 
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GREED, that the choofing of arbitraters is proper in cafes of differ- 
ence about a man’s property. 1634. ; 
' Whereas it fometimes happeneth, to the hurt of truth, and grief of: many. 


friends, that differences do arife among{t fome profeffing truth, about outward ; 
things; it is therefore by this meeting thought convenient, .and. advifed, thaty 


_ when any friend or friends -fhall hear of any fuch difference. betwixt any 


friends in that meeting to which they do belong, that they forthwith fpeak 


to, and tenderly advife, the perfons between whom the difference is, to make. 


a.fpeedy-end thereof; and if that friend or thofe friends.do not comply with | 


their advice, that then they take to them one or-two friends. more, and again. 


> 


exhort them to.end their difference; .and if they or either of them refufe, 


then to let them know, that it is the advice and counfel of friends, that they 


fhould each choofe an equal number of indifferent, impartial’ and judicious oe: 
friends, to hear and f{peedily determine the fame ; and that they do bind, 


themfelves to ftand to their award and determination, or the award and deter- 


mination of the major part of them, that fhall b¢ made and fioned by the a 


arbitrators. 

Alfo this meeting doth advife, that if any perfon profeffing t the: truth among 
us, and efteemed a friend, fhall refufe f{peedily to end the difference, or refer 
it as before advifed, complaint be made of that perfon or perfons, unto the 
monthly-meeting to which -he-doth belong ; and if after admonition he fhall 
refufe fo to refer his cafe, that then the meeting do teftify againft fuch 
-perfon, and difown him to be of our fociety, until-he fhall comply with the 


tan 


“ 


age methods and agreements of our fociety, and by fuch his compliance 
Ba doth — 
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doth declare that he is for peace, and doth feek and defire it: And when any 
perfon fo refufing is teftified againft by the meeting, and difowned, the 
other perfon may have his’ liberty to feek his remedy again{t him at aie 
1697. 

Advifed, that in all cafes of controverfy and difference, the perfons con- 
cerned therein either fpeedily compofe the difference between themfelves,, 
or make choice of fome faithful friends to determine the fame ; or otherwife, 
df they cannot agree upon the choice, to fubmit to the monthly-meeting’s 
choice of certain perfons meet to infpecét and determine the controverfy, and 
to ftand to their award and final determination thereof; that fuch controver- 
fies may not be continued, to caufe a reproach. 1692. 


And it is the advice of this meeting, that perfons differing about outward 


things do, as little as may be, trouble public miniftering friends with being 
arbitrators i in fuch cafes. 1697. : 

' And that all perfons differing be exhorted by the monthly-meeting to. 
which they belong, when their cafes are referred, and judgment and award 


made, fioned and given thereupon, as aforefaid, to ftand to and perform the. 
faid award, which they have bound themfelves to perform: And if any fhall 


refufe fo to do, that then the monthly-meeting to which fuch perfon doth 


belong, upon notice thereof to them given, fhall appoint a fuitable committee 


to labour with him, and if he do not make it evident, that there is manifeft 
etror or injuftice, they admonifh him thereunto; and if after admonition he 
perfift to refufe, then the meeting to teftify againft him as before; but if fuch: 
error or injuftice be made to appear, then the matter be reconfidered by the 
fame or other arbitrators, as in the judgment of the monthly-meeting may 
appear beft, and fuch correcting judgment be final. And the bonds of arbi- 
tration are not to be confidered binding and final, where evident error or 
injuftice is made to appear, and it is advifed that bonds be written accordingly ; 
but where this is not manifeft, fuch bonds be conclufive and final. 
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It is the fenfe and dodamtene of this meeting, that if any perfon srofetine 
truth with us fhall arreft, fue, or implead at law, any other of our members, 
before he hath proceeded in the methods herein before recommended, that 
fuch perfon doth therein depart from the principle of truth, and the known 
way thereof, and acts contrary thereunto, and ought to be dealt with by the 
meeting he belongs to for the fame ; and if he fhall not give fatisfaction to 
the meeting for fuch his diforderly proceeding, by condemning it, and him- 
felf therein, that then he be difowned by the meeting. 1697. 1692. 

And if the party fo fued or arrefted taking with him, or if under confine~ 
ment, ‘fending one or two friends to the perfon who goes to law, fhall com- 
plain thereof, the faid perfon fhall be required immediately to ftay proceed+ 
ings ; and if he does not comply with fuch requifition, the monthly-meeting 
to which he belongs fhall difown him, if the cafe require it. 1782. 

So much of the minute as doth relate fimply to the entering into bonds,. 
_ and fo faras arbitrations may be refufed on account of difputes and queftions; 
in law, relating to executors or truftees, where the property is not their-own,, 
in both thefe cafes, that there be a particular and fpecial regard had to.the 
nature and circumiftances of things, it not being either now, Mor at the time 
‘of making the faid minute, the intent of this meeting, in the above defcribed: 
or other cafes, to lay any unwarrantable burthen upon any brother, nor up= — 
- On the church of God. 1720. 3 
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The following Method is to be obferved in proceeding 


in Arbitrations. 


z 
t. Each-party having chofen one or two indifferent, impartial and judi- 
cious friends, thofe fo chofen are to agree upon a third or a fifth friend, 
unlefs the parties firft agree in the nomination, whofe name fhall be inferted 
with the others in the bonds of arbitration, or other written agreement. 

2. The arbitrators fhould not confider themfelves .as advocates for the 
party by whom they -were chofen, but men, whofe incumbent«duty it is to 
judge righteoufly, fearing the Lord. They fhould fhun all previous infor- 
mation refpectine the cafe, that they.may not become biaffed in their judg- 
ments before they hear both parties together. 

3- The parties to enter into written engagements or bonds, if either.of 
them require it, to abide by the award of the arbitrators, or a majority of — 
them, to be made in a limited time. 

4. Every meeting of the arbitrators muft be made known to the parties 
-concerned, until they have been fully heard, nor fhall there be any feparate 
private meetings between fome of the arbitrators, or with one party feparate 
from the other, on the bufinefs referred to them; and no reprefentation of 
‘the cafe of one party, either by writing or otherwife, be admitted, without 
‘its being fully made known to the other, and, if required, a copy to be de- 
Jivered to the other party. 

5. The arbitrators are to hear both parties fully, in the prefence of each 
other, whilft either hath any frefh matter to offer, until a certain time, to be 
Jimited by mutual agreement. Let no evidence or witnefs be withheld or 
wejected. * | x 
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6. If there fhould appear to the arbitrators, or any of them, to be any 
doubtful point of law, they. are jointly to agree upon a cafe, and confult 
council thereupon. : 

The arbitrators are not required to exprefs in the award their reafons 
for their decifion.. One writing of the award is to be delivered to each 
party. 

It is recommended to arbitrators to propofe to the parties, that they 
fhould give an acknowledgment in writing, before the award be made, that 
they have been candidly and fully heard. 

Matters of defamation are not fubjeéts.to be arbitrated, until the defa- 
mation is proved, and that fome injury is.fuftained by the defamed in his 
trade, calling or property; and in that cafe the damage fhould be fubmitted 
to arbitration. 1782. But where damage is not proved to be fuftained, 
the perfon defaming is liable to be. dealt with, as provided under head de- 
famation. 
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GREED that.the meeting for fufferings take care to the infpecting, 
ordering and regulating the prefs, and printing of books; and that no 
manufcripts be printed without their approbation. 

Recommended that each monthly-meeting take off two books of a fort 
newly printed, if under the price of fix fhillings; and one book to each meet- 
ing, if the value is more; and that one book of a fort be kept 1 in each quar 
terly-meeting. 1695. 

That friends be diligent in fpreadinge friends books, which are anfwers to 
adverfaries, and to get them expofed to fale, where the adverfaries books are 
fold; and this to be done in due time, and not delayed till the fervice may 
be partly over. 1697. 

It is agreed that the meeting for fufferings do diftribute friends books in 
fuch manner, and to fuch parts of the world, as they think proper. 1732. 

The families of poor friends to be provided with friends books, particu- 


larly fuch as are adapted to. the inftru€tion and edification of their children. 


1754- 

This meeting confidering that fome in the prefent age do endeavour, as 
well by certain books, as a licentious converfation, to leffen and decry the 
true faith in our Lord and Saviour Jefus Chrift, even that precious faith 
once delivered to his faints, which by the mercy of God is alfo beftowed 
upon us, do therefore earneftly advife and exhort all parents, mafters and 
mittreffes of families, and guardians of minors, that they prevent, as much as 
in them lies, their children, fervants, and youth, under their refpective care 
and tuition, from the having or reading books or papers that have any ten-~ 

Ve dency 
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dency to prejudice the profeffion of the Chriftian religion, to create in them. 
the Jeaft doubt or queftion concerning the truth of the Holy Scriptures, or 
thofe neceffary and faving truths declared in them; left their infant and: 


feeble minds. fhould be poifoned: cial and: a; foundation laid for. the. 
greateft evils. 1723. 


Under a confideration of the hurtful tendency of reading plays,. romances;. 
novels, and other pernicious books, it is. earneftly recommended to every: 
member of our fociety to difcourage and fupprefs the fame. And friends. 
are defired to be careful of the choice of all books, in. which.their children. 
read, feeing there are many under the fpecious titles of religion and morality, , 
§ Containing fentiments repugnant to the truth, as if is in Chrift Jefus. 17646. 
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FO\RIENDS removing from the compafs of one monthly-meeting to 
another, to have certificates. See poor, removals and fettlements, 
preachers and marriages. 

It is advifed that in anfwering our eleventh query, where there appear any 
come to or gone from any monthly-meeting, the name of the meeting fuch 
came from, or are gone to, be mentioned in the anfwer ; and in order for 
an early care to fend forward certificates, all friends who may be acquainted 
with any fuch cafe or cafes, are defired to give notice thereof, to the firft 


monthly-meeting to which they belong, after fuch knowledge; and the 


meeting are defired to pay a careful attention to their duty in fuch cafes, 
either by fending certificates, or labouring with their members as our difci- 
pline requires, 


» Ss » 


pew 


jaa , 


2 nt ia aye pani eidoiala Woe ayil a) sae ia ; 
seetaa Oed Esa thc hii (an me SA st 
*f Siuced A at's 1 bonbiderk AGT Meee Mi i; 
1 fale. CoN ‘1 ibe 139 on " hy 


ay 
a 


Bk S 3 ~ : 


z] 


jafire sae yi Ye TORY 


ivf “th id: Om ff 


ai (Abc 5! be tube ee pall 


ert fh. De Ree BN 


NASMUCH as we have a large body of youth growing up, the off- 
. fpring of friends, thefe call for our fpecial care and concern, that they 
may be preferved in the way of truth, in which our forefathers walked ; 3 and 
in order thereto, we tenderly recommend to all parents and guardians, firft, 

that they take heed to themfelves, that their own fpirits be rightly feafoned and. 
A direéted, for the help and good government of their children ; and then, that 
they have a conftant watchful eye in love over them for their good, and keep 
them as much as poffible within their notice and obférvation ; for this we are 
fenfible of, that the mifcarriages of youth have very much proceeded from 
their being imprudently indulged or left to themfelves, by which means they 
become expofed to the danger of evil examples on the one hand, and vicious 
’ corrupt principles on the other, with which the world too much abounds; 
and therefore we earneftly and tenderly advifé all parents and guardians to 


be watchfully concerned in this refpect, and that they take all proper occa- . 


. 


fions, both by example and inftruction, to help their children; andsthat 


mothers of' children as well as fathers, as they have frequently the beft op- © _ 
portunities, would take particular care to inftruct them in the knowledge of * 


religion, and the Holy Scriptures; becaufe it has been found by experience. - 


that good impreffions early made on the tender minds of children, have 
proved lafting means of preferving them in a religious life and converfation. 
This practice was enjoined ftrongly upon the people of Ifrael by Mofes and 
Jofhua, the fervants of the Lord, who required them to read or repeat the law 
to their children; and the apoftle Paul takes notice of Timothy’s being well 
inftru@ted in the Holy Scriptures from a child, and of the unfeigned faith: 


which, 
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which dwelt in his grand-mother Lois, and his mother Eunice, 2 Tim. i. Ss 
who no doubt had a religious care of his education. 

But when parents or guardians are deficient in fuch their care, we recom- 
mend to monthly-meetings, that they ftir them up thereto, either by vifiting 
them in their families, or in fuch manner as in the wifdom of God they may 
fee meet; that fo the doctrines of the gofpel, and a converfation Kiet 
thereunto, may be maintained unto all generations. 1732 

It is the fenfe and judgment of this meeting, that children of fuch parents 
as,are married among friends | fhall be looked upon as members, and the 
children of fuch parents as become members by. requeft,. and are born. after- 
wards, fhall likewife be looked upon.as members, as alfo their children born 
before, if their parents apply on their behalf, and the monthly-meeting think 
they are fuitable; and that where but one of the parents.is a member, either 
father or mother, become fo by application or otherwife, their children fhall 
not be looked upon as members, unlefs their: father or mother profeffing 
with us make application. to the monthly- -meeting on account of their 
children; and then the monthly-meeting judge whether fuch children be 
fuitable to’ be admitted as members or not. 

And it is advifed.that where but one of. the parents are. Pit of our 
fociety, that they endeavour. to bring up’their children agreeable to truth as 
far as is in their power, and when they think it fuitable for them to, be mem- 
bers, fot to neglect afking the care of friends in their behalf. . 1774. 
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’'T is our principle, and hath ever been our practice, to be fubject to what- 
. foever government is fet over us, either by doing or fuffering; 1660, 
renewed in 1782. | 
This is our principle, and hath ever been-our practice, to obey authority by 
doing or fuffering, not difputing whether the authority in itfelf be abfolutely 
of God or not, yet being an authority over us,. we are to obey it either by 
doing or fuffering, becaufe it is an authority. 1661, renewed 1782. 
Advifed to fiat wifely and circumfpectly towards all men, in the peace~ 
able fpirit of Chrift Jefus, giving no offence or occafions to-thofe in outward 
government, nor way to any controverfies, heats, and diftractions of this 
world, about the kingdoms of it; but to pray for the goed of all, and fubmit ’ 
all to that divine power and wifdom, which rule over the kingdoms of men. 
1689. . 
This meeting was well fatisfied, and very glad of the fenfe they had of F 
the innocency and’ peaceablenefs of the body of friends in general towards. 


the civil government under which we live, and enjoy our prefent liberty in ~ 
_ the peaceable exercife of our tender:confciences towards Almighty God, to 


whom we are humbly thankful for the fame, being obliged to demean ours 


- felves not only as grateful people, but as a Chriftian faciety, to live peaceably 


and innoffenfively under the prefent government,.as we have always done : 
under the various revolutions of government, ever fince we were a people,. 
according to our ancient Chriftian principle and practice; in which ‘we hope | 
we fhall ever perfevere, according as we are enjoined by our peaceable Saviour- 
Jefus Chrift, andthe Chriftian advice of his faithful feryants and minifters- 


_ among us: We being a people clear, in. the fight of God, from all evil de«- 


fiensy, 
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figns, plots, and confpiracies whatfoever, and hope we thal! continue a people 
‘always quiet in the land »@having nothing but love and good-will to all men. 

Perfuaded this our ancient Chriflian teltimony, publicly owned among us, 
none can, gainfay, nor any faithful friends can ever decline ; being affured, 

that the Lord will, in his own due time, remove all offences and caufelefs 
jealoufies and reproaches, tending to cloud our innocency, and will fet his. 
own power and the peaceable kingdom of his dear. Son over all. 1692. 

We cannot for.confcience fake actively comply with fome things enjoined 
by human laws, yet the principles we profefs, as well as the Holy Scriptures, 
require that we fhould ‘ render unto Ceefar the things that are Czefar’s,” and 
be punctual in the payment.of every tribute, which we can juftly do, with- 
out acting in oppofition to that facred illumination beftowed upon us by the 
Father of Lights, not only-to teach, but alfo to enable us to perform every 
duty with uprightnefs.and integrity, both to God, and to thofe who, in the 
courfe of his providence,.are placed in authority. 1797. 

_For the prefervation of our fellow.members, it appears neceffary for this 

.meeting to iffue forth the following advices, viz. 
That they f{tri¢tly adhere to our long profeffed and invariable, principle, 
_againtt being concerned in pulling down and fetting up, or bringing about 
revolutions in outward government, by outward force, human policy or con- 
trivance; and alfo that they be not deceived with the flattering profpect of 
being cloathed with fecular authority, either legiflative, judicial or executive, 
‘knowing. thefe things have a tendency rather to brace the mind with pride, 
_and expofe to various temptations, than to humble the creature ; therefore 
fhun temptation, feek humility, the way to be cloathed with authority in the 
| truth, and be contented with the honour and dignity thereof. 1782. 

‘Ir is our fenfe and judgment that no friend can, confiftent with our Chriftian — 
teftimony, run, or make,.or countenance on his behalf to be made, any fort _ 

entries of goods, wares or merchandize, imported, on which the government ~ 
have laid any impoft, duties or excife ; but that a true and honeft manifeft. 


i thereof be, penibited: to. the prppet office for receiving t the fame 5 : and if there © 
|  fhould - 
> ' , - 


CIVIL GOVERNMENT, ry 


fhould be any who have a confcientious fcruple againit the payment of fuch 
impoft, duties or excife, which may now or hereafter be required, they acquaint 
the officer or the government therewith, who we déubt not will be tender in 
that refpect; as we, as a people, mean to be fubject to the laws paffively, 
where our confciences reftrain from active compliance therewith. 

And if any of our members fhould act inconfiftently herewith, or fhould 
buy or vend any goods, knowing them to be run or fhort entered, that monthly~ 
meetings deal with fuch as diforderly walkers, 


LW, 
CONDUCT and CONVERSATION. 


E earneftly befeech all friends, and the youth efpecially, to avoid all 

fuch converfation as tends to draw out their minds into the foolifh 
and wicked paftimes with which this age abounds ; particularly balls, gam- 
ing-places, horfe-races and play-houfes, thofe nurferies of debauchery and — 
wickednefs, the burthen and grief of the fober part of other focieties, as well 
as of our own ; practices wholly unbecoming a people under the Chriftian 
profeffion, &c. 

And where any profeffing with us are found tranfgreffing this advice, or 
are in the practice of any immoralities, or other reproachful conduét, that 
the monthly-meeting where fuch tranfereffors belong deal with them. 

It is earneftly recommended to all friends, reforting to our annual or other 
public affemblies, to be very careful at their inns, or other places where they 
may lodge or converfe, to be-prudent in. all manner of behaviour, both in 

_ public and private; avoiding all intemperance in eating and drinking, and 
likewife foolifh jefting, or any undue liberty whatfoever ; that our converfa- 
tion, feafoned with the fear of God, may appear correfpondent to our pay 
feffion, and anfwer the witnefs of God in others. 1739. , | 

It is the fenfe of this meeting, that chewing tobacco, and taking of fnuff, 
unneceflary going out of our religious meetings, laughing and other indecent 
behaviour therein, and frequent or unneceffary converfation at the breaking 
up thereof, are practices inconfiftent with Chriftian gravity, and unbecoming: 

the folemnity of the occafion ; ‘and friends are defired to labour to fupprefs 
‘the fame, and where any, contrary to the Chriftian advices of their brethren 

~ or fifters, continue therein, it is recommended to the meetings they belong 

3. to, to deal with them as with thofe who refufe the advice of their friends, 
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CONVINCED PERSONS. 


E efteem it very neceflary and requifite, that young convinced and _ 
well inclined perfons be early vifited in the love of God, by faithful 
friends, for their encouragement, help, and furtherance in truth. 1710. 

We earneflly entreat that an holy care may reft upon all profeffors of.truth, 
to walk circumfpectly as good examples; that in a particular manner the. 
minifters and elders may carefully watch that their conduét may be to the 
edification and ftrength of the honeft, though fometimes weak, enquirers. 
1753- ) 

Agreed, for initiating convinced perforts into memberfhip amongft 
friends, if ened Sion a= tibia NE meas PE a Ft! 
_. Preece ys Foon ese PC CLUS er eeass  requett +0 
mi under the care of Guite: : If the preparative-meeting approve the fame, 
that they acquaint the monthly-meeting thereof, and the perfon fo requefting 3 


ye 


to attend at that time, and fignify his or her defire to be taken under their 
care; whereupon the montHly-meeting fhall appoint fome fuitable friends : 


e 
y* a ? "4 
mo 


#0 enquire into the perfon’s life and converfation, and alfo to take'a folid 
opportunity of conference with the petitioner, in order the better to under- | 
ftand whether their motives for, fuch requeft be firicere, and from the bottom 

of true conviction, and make report of their fuitablenefs to become members 
accordingly ; which, if fatisfatory to the meeting, that a minute be then 
made thereon, fignifying their accepting fuch a perfon into memberfhip with 
US. Me 

But, in all fuch cafes, friends are defired carefully to attend tg the advice » 

_ of the apoftle, viz. . ee 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


GREED that this meeting continue, as heretofore, the practice of 
annual correfponding with our brethren of the yearly-meetings of 
London, Pennfylvania and New-Jerfey, and of New-York ; and that the 
meeting for fufferings correfpond, as occafion offers, with the feveral meetings 


for fufferings belonging co them, or any other, 
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COVETOUSNESS. 


ET none ftrive nor covet to be rich in this world, in thefe changeable 
things that will .pafs away; but let your faith ftand in the Lord God, 
who changes not, that created all, and gives the increafe of all. 1676. 

We do, in the name of the Lord Jefus Chrift, warn and charge all that 
profefs the truth amongft us, to take heed and beware of covetoufnefs, over- 
reaching, oppreffing and defrauding of anys from whence ftrife, contention 
and law-fuits, do often arife ; and if any difference about thefe cigs do 
happen among you, to ftop and fupprefs it.. 1697. 

As our Lord and Saviour Jefus Chrift exhorted and warned to take heed 
and beware of covetoufnefs, which is idolatry, we are concerned that all 
profeffing Chrif@fanity among us may take heed of pride, covetoufnefs, and 
haftening to be rich in the world, which are pernicious and growing evils ; 
Jet them be watched againft, refifted and fuppreffed, in the fear and dread of 
Almighty God, and have no place or countenance in his camp. © ye grave 
elders, both men and women! be careful and watchful againft thefe evils, 
and over the youth in thefe cafes. 1720. ) é 

We befeech you to ftand upon your guard againft the allurements and. 
temptation of this evil world 3; and beware of an ambitious and covetous 
fpirit, by which many are enfnared in too eager a purfuit of earthly enjoy- 
ments ; the danger of which is thus defcribed by the apoftle Paul: «* They 
that will be rich, fall into temptation and a fnare; and into many foolith 
and hurtful lufts, which drown men in deftru@tion and perdition: For the: 
dove of money is the root of all evil, which while fome coveted after, they have 
__, erred from the faith, and pierced themfelves through with many forrows.” 
oa _ Beware therefore, dearly beloved, left you alfo, being led afide by the 
ri a beer of this world, and the deceitfulnefs of riches, fall from your own fted- 
a ee  faltnefs. 1740, | 
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DAYS and TIMES, 


DVISED that friends keep to their whites ps als a einen, 
again{t the fuperftitious obfervation of days. 1691. 

That all friends be careful, on occafion of general faft-days, feaft-days, 
(called thankfgivings) and alfo on occafion of faft-days (pretended humilia- 
tions) not to imitate the common cuftom of refraining from their labour, in 
hufbandry or otherwife, but proceed with their bufinefs as it falls in courfe, 
as if it were another day, and not in contempt, or only in oppofition, but in 
humility ; and that friends do not fhut their fhop-doors or windows, or any 
part of them, but endeavour as much as poffible with conveniency, accord- 
ing to the ancient teftimony of friends, to keep them open upon fuch: occa- 
fions; and alfo in all other things wherein truth’s teftimony is or may be 


concerned, that friends come up clearly, and not flinch or baulk their tefti- 


mony. 1709. | 

That all friends keep to the fimplicity of truth, and our ancient teftimony, 
in calling and writing the months and days by {cripture names thay is nume- 
rical) and not by heathen. 1697. y 
And that you may the more clearly difcern the importance of that Chri iar . | 


_teftimony borne by our predeceffors in this cafe, we recommend what follo Ra 
to your (crious confideration, viz, , i: BS as 
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A brief Account of the Origin of the Names of~fome Months of 


the Year, and of all the Days, of the Week, now Seem and. 


commonly. ufed.. 


I. January was fo called from. Janus, an: ancient Wing of Italy, whorg. 
heathenith. fuperftition had: deified; to, whom. a temple was. built, and this. 
month dedicated... 


II. February was fo called from Februa, a word denoting purgation by yen 


jices; it being ufual in. this. month for the priefts of the heathen god Pan to, 


offer facrifices, and perform certain rites, conducing, as. was fuppofed, to the. 


cleanfing or purgation of the people. 


IiJ: March was fo denominated from Mars, feigned’ to. be the god of: ; 


war, whom. Romulus, founder. of the Roman empire, pretended to. be his. 
; father. 


IV. April is. seneralty fappotea to. derive its: name from the Greek. ap=-- 


pellation of Venus, an imaginary goddefs worfhipped by the Romans. 


V. May is faid to have. been fo called from Maia, the mother.of Mercury, | 
another of their pretended. ethnick deities, to. whom. in this month they paid: > 


their devotions. 


VI. June is faid: to take its: name from: Fhtoy one. of the fuppote god-. 


deffes of the heathen. 


‘VII. July, fo called from Julius Cefar, one af the Roman emperors, “wht Wi 


gave his own name to this month, which before was called Se or thes | 


fifth. 


VIII. Auguft, fo. ate in honour of Auguftus Cefar; another. of F the. 


Roman emperors.. This month was before called Sextilis, or the fixth, 
The other four months, namely, September, October, November and! 

. December, ftill retain their numerfcal Latin names, which, according to the: 

late @eguiation of the. calendar, will for the future be improperly applied. 


However, from the continued ufe of them hitherto, as well as from the. __ 


howe of the aa before the Baby!lonith captivity +, it feemeth highly pro~. 
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§. See the. Scriptures t9. the. time of Ezra, 
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- bable, that the method of diftinguifhing the months by their numerical 
order only was the moft ancient as it is the moft plain, fimple and rational. 

As the idolatrous Romans thus gave names to feveral of the months in 

honour of their pretended deities; fo the like idolatry prevailing among our 

Saxon anceftors, induced them to call the days.of the week by the name of — 


the idol which on that day they peculiarly worfhipped., dence the Firft day 


of the week was. by them.called Sunday, from nsheeaaditesse adoration of 
the fun upon that day. 
- The Second day of the week they.called Monday, from their ufual cuftonn 
of worfhipping the moon on ‘that, day. 

The Third day.of the week they named Tuefday, in honour. a one of 


: their idols called Tuifco. 


The Fourth day of the week they called Wednefaay, from the appellation, 
of Woden, another of their idols... 
The Fifth day of the week was called Thurfday, fromthe name of an 


| idol called Thor, to whom they paid their devotions on that day. 


‘The Sixth. day of the week was-termed Friday, from the name OF Friga, ar 
imaginary goddefs by them. worfhipped. | | 
The Seventh day of the week they ftiled Saturday, as. is enree from, | 
Saturn, or Seater, by them then worfhipped *. | 
In the ages of Popifh fuperftition, not only the ufe of fuch heathaeadie 
names and cuftoms was indulged, but alfo other unfound and unfcriptural) 


_ practices in religion were invented and introduced. For when the profeffion. 
_of the Chriftian religion became. national, multitudes of the heathen priefts, 
whofe intereft' lay in the performance of rites, ceremonies, and facrifices, em- 


braced prevailing Chriftianity with felfifh views, and laboured early, with too, 
much fuccefs, to find employment for themfelves, by impofing on the peo- 
ple a new fet of ceremonies and facrifices, bearing fome refemblance to thofe, . 
which in their former ftate of heathenifm they had been accuftomed to, From. 
this corrupt fource fprang the Popih facrifice of the mafs, the celebration of 


Ss aes 
fa o aay he which, at particular: times, and on particular occafions, gave rife to the vulgar." 


— pRemes of A ashi laa Martinmas, Chriftmas, and the like, 


Seeing, - 
dd See. Veritegan and Sheringham). ; 
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of idolatry and fuperftition. 
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Seeing therefore that thefe appellations and names of days, months, and 
times, are of an idolatrous or fuperftitious original, contrary to the divine 
command, the practice of good and holy men in former ages, and repugnant 
to the Chriftian teftimony borne by our faithful friends and predeceffors in 
the truth, for the fake of which they patiently endured many revilings ; let 
neither the reproach of fingularity, nor the fpecious reafonings of fuch as 
would evade the crofs of Chrift, turn you afide from the fimplicity of the 
gofpel, nor difcourage you from keeping to the language of truth, in 


denominating the months and days according to the plain’and feriptural way 


of expreffion, thereby following the example of our worthy elders, and com- 
ing up in a noble and honourable teftimony againft thefe, and all other remains 


‘ &; 


_ {From the meeting for fufferings in London, 


the fixth day of the feventh month, 1751, 
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DEFAMATION and DETRACTION. 


| DVISED to watch againft all tale-bearing. and defaming friends op 
others, or evil-fpeaking tending thereunto; and fhut out all,occafions 
of offences, contentions.and divifions, and to put a.fpeedy ftop thereto, paffing 
righteous judgment upon all, whg appear inftruments of divifions.and offences, 
ntrary to that peaceable truth and gofpel. we profefs to be guided by. Be 
kind and»tender-hearted one to another, earneftly labouring. for. uniyerfal 
love, union, and peace in our religious fociety. . ie 
But when any hath received ‘offence from another, let him firft {peak privately: 
to the party offending, and: endeavour reconciliation between themfelves, and, 
not to whifpher, or aggravate matters again{t.one another, behind their backs, 
to, the making parties, and the ‘hoch wider. 1692.. | 
Let thofe. juft.and ancient commands of God be obferved, Levit, xix, 165 ys 
«¢ Thou halt not go up and down as a tale- bearer. TARE thy: people;”” and 
Exodus xxiii. 1, “ Thou fhalt not raife a, falfe report.” Inthe fear of the Lord, 
ftand againft all whifperers, backbiters, tale- bearers, defamers.and flanderers, | 
and againft all whifperings, backbitings, talé-bearing, reproaching, and flander=. 
ing; and put a fpeedy ftop thereto as much as in you lies, for fuch works of dark-. 
nefs and envy tend to divifion and difcord, andthe righteous law of God goes 
again{t both the authors, fomenters, receivers and encouragers thereof. 1695. | 
Be careful to avoid all backbitings, whifperings, and tale-bearings ; for. 
«© The words of a tale-bearer,” fays the wife man, ‘‘ are as wounds,” Prov. 
XVili, 8, tending to’the defamation and leffening the characters one. of ano- 
‘ther. Be not therefore like thofe of whom the prophet complains, ‘ Report, 
fay they, and we will report ;” but when you hear a thing tending to the- 


| pills defamation, of anys enquire of the reporter, whether he, has acquainted the. 


ag : »., perfor 


s¢ DEFAMATION and DETRACTION. 


perfon affected thereby with fuch a report; if not, caution him to forbear 
fpreading the fame, left the reputation of the innocent be injured thereby. 
‘Endeavour to put a fpeedy ftop to all fuch wicked practices, and works of dark 


nefs, juftly condemnable, not only in the authors, butthe encouragers thereof. 


‘He that worketh deceit,” fays the Royal: Pfalmift, “fhall not dwell within 
‘© my houfe.; he that telleth lies fhall not tarry in my fight,” Pfal. ci. 5 T° 
8738. 

' Weremind you to ftand upon your ¢g guard againtt all whifpering, packbitiny 


and detracting {pirits, who bufy themfelves in fpreading evil furmifings one 
_ Of another, and to difcourage every practice of that nature, obferving the ad- 
“vice of the apoftle, <* Let all bitternefs, wrath, and anger, and clamour, and’ 
*& evil-fpeaking, be put away from you, with all malice; be ye kind one to’ 


“ another, tender hearted, forgiving one another, even as God for ‘Chrift’s 
“« fake hath forgiven you,” Eph. iv. 31, 32. Always mindful of the precept 


of our Lord, «* Whatfoever ye. would that men fhould do to you, do ye even : 


6 f to them,” Mat. viii. 22. 1748. 


And in-order to put a ftop to all tale-bearing and flandering, friends _ 


| “would do well to manifeft their averfion to fuch a practice. “* The north 
a6 wind, ‘fays Solomon, driveth away’rain; fo doth ; an angty™ cours a 
“¢ backbiting tongue,” Prov. xxv. 23. 1733. 

It is the-advice of this meeting, that any perfon charged with defamation 


-or {candal, ought to be proceeded againft in the manner and by the feveral _ 


fteps following : 


Firft, the perfon defamed, or fuppofed to be defamed, in his own sinters 
-or any other to whom the knowledge of the cafe fhall come, to go to the 


_-accufed and tell’ him his fault, or fuppofed fault, between them alone, and by 
‘the beft method he is capable of to labour to convince him of i it, inorder to 
-his acknowledgment of the truth and repentance, if he appears to be guilty.” 
But if the accufed fhall appear, either through ignorance not to apprehend’ — 
the validity of the proof, or through wilfulnefs not to yield to it, or being’ 


convinced, ‘fhall refufe to make fuch fatisfattion as ‘the nature of the cafes ie is 
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DEFAMATION and DETRACTION, 3%. 


requires (that being the confequence of true repentance) in’ fuch cafe the 
accufer to take with him one or two more of the monthly-meeting the accufed 
belongs to, if it may be conveniently done, and if the accufed thinks fit, he 
may bring with him one or two friends alfo of che fame monthly-meeting, if 
it may be conveniently done; and they together, in the wifdom of God, to 
endeavour to obtain the true knowledge of the cafe, by hearing witneffes, if 
there be occafion. And if they all judge him: guilty, and he doth not make 
fatisfaction ; or if they do not all agree that he is innocent; in either of thefe | 
cafes happening, the perfon charging is at liberty to’bring the matter before 
the church, who are the only judges now remaining, both of the nature of 
the fact, and the validity of the proof of it ; and they, in the wifdom of God; 
which we hope will not be wanting to his church, as they humbly wait on him ~ 
for it, to deal with him for the good ends before mentioned, and as they fee 
caufe, upon a mature and deliberate confideration, to juftify or condemn him. - 
And if the church fhall fee meet to commit the confideration of a cafe of this 


’ mature, for better difpatch, to certain perfons of their own body, we recom- 


mend it as our tender advice, in cafe the accufed fhall object againft one 


- or more of the friends fo chofen, that the church have a due regard to fuch 


objection, and fet afide the perfon or perfons fo objected againft, and fubfti- 
tute another or others in his or their room, provided fuch objection doth not 
extend to the major part of the friends fo chofen; and in general we defire 
all tendernefs and regard may be had to a perfon under fuch circumftances ; 
and that friends, in a fpirit of love and condefcenfion, fhould be ready to 
make him as eafy as they can, provided as keep up the authority of their 


“meetings. 


Namelefs books, pamphlets, and papers, reflecting darkly on friends, are 
teftified againft; and it is defired that no fuch book, pamphlet or ‘paper, be 


“written, printed, publifhed, or privately handed about, by any under our 


profeffion, for the time to come. 1718. 
If you hear a report of a friend (to his difadvantage) be careful not.to . 


__veport if again, but go to the perfon of whom the report is, and enquire if it 
port if again, but go to the p port is, and eng 
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be true; then deal with fuch a perfon for it, according to the dottrine of 
Chrift, Mat. xviii. 16, 17 ; but if falfe, then endeavour as much as in you 


lies to ftop fuch report: For, as Solomon fays, “A good name is rather to 
«« be chofen than great riches,” Prov. xxii. 1. 1719. 3 
Whereas it may happen, that fome friends may fuffer much in their repu- 
tation and chara¢ter, by a detracting fpirit,, which too much prevails among 
fome bearing our name, who fhelter themfelves under a pretence that they 
“fay no more than they have heard from others, but will not difcover who 


they are; wherefore, to prevent this evil of reporting and tale-bearing, it is. 
agreed, that fuch reporters or tale-bearers fhall either difcover their authors, A 


or be dealt with, and teftified againft, as the authors thereof, 1744. 
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DIFFERENCES and DISPUTES. 


DVISED that friends be tender to the principle of God in all, and 
fhun the occafion of vain difputes and janglings, both amongft them- 
felves and others; for this many times is like a bluftering,wind, that hurts 

and bruifes the tender buds of plants. 1676. 
Seeing our comfort, as a people, depends upon our care to maintain peace 
7 and fellowfhip amonetft brethren, in all our fervices, we earneftly recommend 
an humble and condefcending frame of fpirit unto all; that with godly fear, 
wifdom and meeknefs, we may be fo ordered in all our refpective fervices, 
that every high and rough thing may be laid low, that all occafions of 


{triving may be prevented, and the peace of the church of Chrift preferved and 


-increafed amoneft us. 


And to this purpofe it is tenderly advifed, that we diligently and carefully ee 


_obferve the comely and bleffed gofpel order, fo long known and in practice 
- amongft us, in the fpirit of meeknefs and of a found mind, which is the way _ 
- to crufh all differences in their infancy, and fupprefs the rife as well as ftop 

the progrefs of every thing that is unfeemly, and inconfiftent with the tefti- — 

-*mony of the precious truth. 1699. 

Advifed that a fpirit of love and humility may more and more diffufe itfelf 
among us, and influence the hearts of all, fo that every one may come to 
feek peace and purfue it; and that none be apt to take offence; but each, 

‘in his own particular, be more careful to rectify his own failings and imper- 
- feGtions, than curious.in obferving, cenfuring and aggravating, thofe of others. 


_ ‘This will lead to the exercife of mutual forbearance and forgivenetS one of | 


m aa by which the occafions of contention will be avoided, -and the » 
church preferved in a flate of peace and tranquility. 1736. 
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MEETINGS for DISCIPLINE. 


DVISED that the church’s teftimony and judgments againft diforderly 
and fcandalous walkers, as alfo the repentance and condemnation of 
the parties reftored, be recorded in a diftinét book in the refpective monthly 
and quarterly-meetings, for the clearing of truth, friends, and our holy profef= _ 
fion; to be produced and publifhed by friends for that end and’ purpofe, fo — 
far only as in God’s heavenly wifdom they fhall fee needful. | 
“And it is alfo. our advice in the love of God, that after any friend’s repent~ 
ance and reftoration, he abiding faithful in the truth that condemns the evil, 
none among you fo remember his tranfgreffion, as to caft it at him, or upbraid 
him with it ; for that is not according to the mercies of God. 1675. 
Earneftly recommended, whatever your places and ftations. in the church 
may be, that in the moft weighty and ferious manner you often call to 
remembrance, in all humility of mind, what it was that brought us to be a 
people ; and what is and will be that which will preferve us fuch; That the 
foundation on which a true Chriftian is built, is the fpirit of Chrift; let this: 
therefore direct you in all things, both refpecting your private converfation, 
and whatever you do for God in his church: This is the only true means. 
to preferve you holy and blamelefs in the one, as well as ferviceable and 
ufeful in the other ; in this every one will have a fingle regard to the fervice 


that comes before him, in monthly and quarterly-meetings, without partiality _ 2 


or refpect of perfons, 
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* Hear the caufes between your brethren, and judge righteoufly between 
« every man and his brother, and the ftranger that is with him: Ye fhall 
«* not refpect perfons in judgment; but you fhall hear the fmall, as well as 
*¢ the great: You fhall not be afraid of the face of man, for the judgment is 
“¢ God’s,” Deut. i. 16,17. And in the management of fuch affairs, they will 
find their own fpirits rightly feafoned and prepared for every work and fervice 
to which they may be called ; and all diforderly proceedings, arifing from 


the heat of our own fpirits, will thereby be fhut out ; and thus the church 
will be preferved, on her ancient, folid, and permanent foundation, to the 


glory of God, and her own quiet and comfort. 1726. 

And in order for the regular and eafy proceeding in the fervice and dif- 
cipline of the church, meetings have been by divine affiftance, as above hint- 
ed, fet up and eftablifhed, ferviceable and fubordinate one unto another as 


preparative, confilting of friends belonging to one or mere meetings particu- — 


lar for worfhip: Monthly, confifting of as many. preparatives as may moft 
ufefully: compofe the fame: Quarterly, to confiit of as many monthly- 
meetings as are thought ufeful to conftitute the fame, to meet together once 
in three months: Yeaily, confifting of all the quarterly-meetings in New- 
~ England, to meet annually the fifth day before the fecond fixth day, in the 

_fixth month, on Rhode-Ifland, for a great and weighty overfight and Chriftian 
care of the affairs of the churches, pertaining to our holy profeffion and 


Chriftian communion ; that good order, true love, unity.and concord, may. | 
be faithfully followed and maintained among: all of us.as a peculiar people, ~~ 


called and chofen out of the world, and the errors and corruptions thereof. 
And as it hath ‘been experienced, that in thofe Meetings great comfort and 
fatisfaction ‘have been received and enjoyed, when the members have attended 
them in awe, humility and love, with no other views but the fervice of God, 


and the help and affiftance one of another ; this meeting doth therefore, in 


- brotherly love, exhort all friends carefully to gather in uprightnefs and an Ms 


nefs of heart, fuitable to our calling, and the dignity of that power, that as 


we behave wifely: and meekly, will prefide and cover in all our meetings : ee 
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This will diveft us of partiality and ftiffnefs of opinion, and all high thoughts 
of ourfelves, and raife in us patience and condefcenfion, according to that 
excellent admonition of our bleffed Lord, that he that is rere amongft 
you be your fervant. | 
Agreed that no quarterly-meeting be fet up divided into two, or tdifcons 
tinued, but by the yearly-meeting; no.monthly-meeting, but by the quar- 
terly; no preparative or meeting of worfhip, but by the monthly-meeting, 
which is the loweft meeting that has the right of difowning members, Thefe 
meetings are to continue fubordinate and accountable thus: The preparative 
to the monthly, the monthy to the quarterly, and the quarterly to: the yearly- 
meeting; fo that if at any time the yearly-meeting be diffatisfied with the 
proceedings of any of the faid meetings, or the quarterly-meeting with the 
proceedings of any of the monthly-meetings, or the monthly-meeting with the 
proceedings of any of the preparative-meetings within its limits, fuch meet- 
Ings ought with readinefs,and meeknefs to render a fatisfaCtory account ac-_ 
cordingly ; and. that our records be open to any of our meetings, particular. 
members, and to. fuch others as the refpective monthly-meetings may think 
neceflary, for the afcertaining of marriages, births.or other rights. ©> 
That each monthly-meeting choofe two or more fober and judicious men 
friends, and two or more women friends, to be overfeers in each preparative- 
- meeting, which overfeers are to render account of their fervice to the month- 
ly-meeting at leaft once a quarter, and to be annually appointed or re-chofen.. 
That there be a fufficient number (at leaft two) of friends appointed by | 
each monthly-meeting, as reprefentatives to attend the fervice of the quarterly- 
meeting to which they belong ; fuch as are qualified for and whofe bufinefs it is 
to attend to the feafonable difpatch and completion of the fame ; they taking 
with them what may be fpecially committed to them by the monthly-meet- 
| ing, which fhould be in writing; and in like manner the quarterly-meeting 
: is to appoint at leaft four reprefentatives to the yearly-meeting, who are to. 
“make report to the meeting that appoints them, that full ciigegvou be ufed 
ia every monthly-meeting to feafonably end all bufinefs or cafes that come . 
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before them; and where any fuch meeting needs affiftance, to the due accom- 
plifhment thereof, they apply to fuperior meetings for their advice, affiftance 
or determination therein, as the nature of the cafe may require ; and, in like 
manner, after due care and endeavours are ufed, to end any matter before a 
quarterly-meeting, they apply to the next yearly-meeting. | 

Let a neceffary enquiry be raifed in the minds of all members of the 
church, who have had any part of the Lord’s work upon them, how they 
have acquitted themfelves therein, and difcharged themfelves in the fight of 
God ; forafmuch as aday comes on apace, in which an account of our ftew- 
ardfhip will be required at our hands. The difcipline of the fociety, in fome 
places at a low ebb, would again be revived and ftrengthened, if this awful 
fenfe of rendering an account of our truft, and the importance of being clear 
from the blood of all men, were enough impreffed upon all minds. And, » 
dear friends, as it is the Lord’s work, let it be done as in his fight. Let all 
our anfwers to the queries be plain and explicit. Let a due fenfe of the 
ftate of the church prevail on your minds, rather than an unwillingnefs to 
appear deficient among your brethren. May a fuitable engagement of mind 
prevail on all the a&tive members of the church to acquit themfelves with 
faithfulnefs, that they may at laft receive the crown of righteouiness, which 
wall never fade away. 1760, 
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DVISED that friends who are of ability, and have the profperity of 
truth at heart, would in the education of their children take care, as. 
fuitable opportunities and occafions may offer, to let them be inftruéted in 
fome modern tongues, as French, High and JLow Dutch, Danifh, &c. that fo 
when they are grown up, as it fhall pleafe the ‘Lord to difpofe and Binkae 
them, they may be of fervice to the church. 1737. 

AAs the right education of children, and the nurture of youth, is of very 
‘great confequence to them, and to the fucceeding generation, we preflingly 
exhort all parents, and heads of families, to:procure fuch ufeful learning for 
their children, as their abilities ‘will admit.; and to encourage them, as well 
‘by example as precept, to the frequent reading of the Holy Scriptures; and 
that they begin, as early as poffible, to inftil into their tender minds the prin- 


‘ciples of truth and virtue; and inftruct them in the nature and neceffity of 


‘being born from above, without which, our Lord declared, no man fhall fee 
the kingdom of God ; and, in order hereunto, that they labour to bring them 


acquainted with the holy feed, which is fown by the divine hand in every 


heart for that gracious end ; that they may, through the Lord’s bleffing of | 


fuch pious and paternal endeavours, be induced to place their affections upon = 


it, and cleaving thereto in faithful obedience, come to experience it to be 
unto them Chrift within the hope of their glory, 


The importance of an.early inftruction in the law of God, is fet forth with 


peculiar ftrength, clearnefs, and folemnity, in Deut. vi. 4, &c. “ Hear, 


« O Iirael, the Lord our God is one Lord. _ And thou fhalt love the Lord 
‘© thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy foul, and with all thy might. 


. © And thefe words which I command thee this day fhall be inythine heart, 
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‘¢ and thou fhalt teach them diligently unto thy children, and fhalt talk of 
‘¢ them when thou fitteft in thine houfe, and when thou. walkeft by the way, 
< and when thou lieft down, and when thou.rifeft up.”. leis requifite alfo 
that reftraint be added to inftruction, it being much eafier, as -well°as more 
prudent, to be exercifed upon the firft appearances of an inclination to danger- 
ous cr hurtful liberties, than afterwards ;, for where children, through the 
prevalence of fond affection, have been-accuftomed to improper indulgences, 
when they are grown to juch.a dangerous degree of ripenefs, that the exertion » 
of authority hath become abfolutely neceffary, the ftrength of their paffions# 
fo habituated hath often: proved unconquerable, or very dificult to overcome, 
to.the great hurt of the unhappy youth, and the unfpeakable gtief of the im. 


prudently induigent parents. 1760... ST ¢: | 4 
: , | | _ s. 


Ca 


oe th Soh Lie . 8. 


- GREED the clerk of the yearly-meeting fhall record all epiftles fent . 
from thence, with the other doings thereof, as foon as may be after the 
*  rifing of faid meeting ; and then lodge them with the meeting for fufferings, _ 
who are defired to fee that all epiftles from the yearly-meeting to foreign parts 

are ea forwarded, and fuch as are received from thence feafonably delivered ; ~ 
o that the yearly-meeting book, with other papers japeatt be forwarded | 
ae tiie ne next yoanly- meeting, | ) 
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\ORASMUCH asa godly care is growing among friends in many 
. places, that all things which are unfavoury and hurtful mav be removed, 
fo that.all who profefs the precious truth with us, may come up together in — 
the good order of the gofpel, for the furthering of which, and encouraging 
thereto, it is recommended that weighty. and fenfible friends, of unblameable 
converfations, be chofen in the wifdom of God to vifit the families of friends 
in his love ; and they are defired to. advife and admonifh,. in the peaceable. 
‘Spirit of truth, as oceafion may offer.. 1708. 

And we befeech you, brethren, let the tender. advice of fuch as fhall under- 
take fo brotherly. an. office, meet with.a kind and open reception, that in the- 
mutual giving and receiving of wholefome counfel and advice, you:may co- 
operate to. the help and furtherance of each other’s faith, and the reviving: 
our ancient Chriftian teftimony.. 1752.. | 

Let the Chriftian duty of vifiting the fick.be timely remembered. and prac-. 
tifed, it having often left comfort, eafe and {weetnefs, upon the fpirits of many: 
to their very.end:, 1710.. 

_ A weighty concern being livingly imprefitd’on- our minds. in this. meet- 
ing, that good férvice may arife from vifiting the families of our brethren, 
by rightly concerned friends, we are. engaged to recommend it to the fenfi- 
_ ble members of the body, andito monthly and: quarterly-meetings, to feel. 
_ deeply after the pointings ofttruth ; and that as.this divine principle opens their. . 


way, they may promote this ufeful. fervice. in: their. refpective meetings, by. 


‘appointing fuitable friends, of.either-or-both fexes, who are defired to proceed: 
therein in the love of the gofpel, and under the tendering influence thereof; 
which we have good caufe to hope may thus be attended with. beneficial effects. 
to the vifited, and with folid fatisfaction, and additional experience, in. the. » 
work of truth, to thofe who may be engaged therein.- 1773... 
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AS tothe confiftency of the members of our fociety joining themfelves 

. in the meetings or public entértainments of thofe called free-mafons, 

we have deliberated upon, and, according to our prefent judgment, think it 

is not confiftent with our religious profeffion ; and advife that quarterly and 

monthly-meetings diffuade their members therefrom ; and if any do join 

therewith, contrary to the advice herein contained, that they be dealt with as 
fuch who refufe the advice of friends. | 
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GBMBAVE-STONES. 


HIS meeting being informed, that friends in fome places have gone 

into the vain and empty cuftom of erecting monuments over the dead 
bodies of friends, by ftones, infcriptions, tomb-ftones, &c. and being very 
defirous friends fhould keep a commendable plainnefs and fimplicity in this, 
_as well as other refpects ; it is therefore the advice of this meeting, that all 
fuch monuments as are already in being over dead bodies of friends, fhouid 
be removed, as much as may be with difcretion and conveniency; and that 
none be any where made or fet up, near or over the dead bodies of friends 
or others, in friends burying-places, for time tocome. 1717. 

And whereas at fome burials, when people come from far, there may be 
occafion of fome refrefhment, yet it is advifed that it be done with modera- 
tion, avoiding that indecent and unbecoming practice of ufing fpirituous 
liquors ; and that the behaviour of all friends be with fuch gravity and fobriety 
as becomes the occafion; and if any appear otherwile, let fuch be reproved 
and dealt with as the cafe may require. 

And it is advifed that friends carefully keep to the time appointed for 
burials, and not wait for fuch as may come unfeafonably. And that noneverect 
grave nor tomb-{tones. But it is recommended to friends, as much as s may 
be, to get into the practice of burying our dead in rows; grown people’ by 
themfelves, and children by themfelves, without any diftinction of cuties or 
relatives. 

And in order that burials be commendably and decently accomplifhed, 
agreeable to the above directions, as well as for the affiftance of thofe imme- 
diately concerned, monthly-meetings are advifed to appoint fome folid friends 


to attend thereat, . 
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HIRELING MINISTRY, 
AND THEIR 


WORSHIP-HOUSE'SS, 


U R ancient teftimony againft an hireling miniftry, or any contributions “ 

to the maintenance and fupport thereof, being founded on the example 
and precepts of our Lord, and his primitivé followers and difciples; it is the 
fenfe of this meeting, that friends be careful to fupport the fame by a faithful 
teftimony againft contributing towards their falaries, by tax or otherwife, and 
againft the building or repairing their meeting-houfes, 
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HEREAS fome perfons, profeffing with us, have proved fo bafe and 

unworthy, as when they have run themfelves into debt, to remove 
themfelves, or their effects, to prevent juftice ; whereby thofe creditors, who 
are friends, have been deprived of an opportunity of the common method of 
friends, fpecified in the minute of 1697, refpecting arbitrations ; it is hereby 
declared, that the laft paragraph of faid minute, which prohibits friends to 
fue or arre{t one another, is not intended to prevent fuch evil perfons in 
thofe. praétices from being dealt with by a legal procefs, as the nature of the 
cafe may require: : Of which circumftance the monthly and quarterly-meet- 
ings are the proper judges; fo it is not doubted but they will do juftice to 


the parties concerned therein. And this meeting doth requeft every monthly- 


meeting to appoint and depute proper perfons out of their feveral meetings, 
for fuch friends as have occafion to advife with, in the intervals of monthly- 
meetings, and, if they fee caufe, to give liberty to recover as above. 1720. 
And as it may happen, that by fudden loffes, or unforefeen accidents, or 
otherwife, a friend may be reduced, and unable to pay all juft debts, and 
his creditors falling fuddenly upon him by fuits or attachments, foreclofe 
a due proportion of a juft debt due toa friend, if the advice fpecified in 
the minute of 1697 refpecting arbitrations be ftrictly attended to; it is there- 
fore to be underftood, that, in all fuch fudden or extraordinary occafions, 
friends are left to their liberty to fecure their juft debts in a legal manner; 
provided they, in all cafes, fubmit the attachment to come into a general 
average, upon a juft fettlement with all the other equitable demands, and ta 
receive their dividends, according to their demands, with all the reft. 
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LIBERALITY tothe POOR, 


T 1s defired that fuch among friends as are endowed with plenty of outward 

fubftance, be timely and tenderly advifed to do good therewith, ‘in their 
day and generation, efpecially with regard to the poor; that the tokens of | 
your charity may commend your memorial, and be good precedents to gene- 
rations to come. 1696. | 

We find ourfelves at this time engaged to requeft, that where provifions 
and the neceffaries of life are dear and fcarce, or ficknefs doth remarkably afflict, 
friends would in proportion to fuch fcarcity and affliction exert their chari- 
table affiftance to the poor, which is our Chriftian duty, as flewards of the 
_ mercies wherewith the Lord has intrufted us. 1729. 

«‘ Let your moderation be known unto all men.” ‘* Warn thofe that are rich 
in this world, that they truft not in uncertain riches,” nor apply them to the 
indulging their appetites in pleafure and vanity ; but that they ‘be ready to 
do good, and to communicate” to the relief of thofe who are in neceffity. 

The principal if not only fatisfaétion a man of a truly Chriftian difpofition 
can have in the affluence and increafe of the things of this world, mutt arife 
from the opportunities put into his hands, and the doing good therewith, 
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T is our earneft defire, that, above all, friends hold fervent charity in the ~ 

body ; that will keep the members together in a bleffed concord and 
communion, which is efteemed by the apoftle the more excellent way, excel- 
ling other gifts, which pafs away ; but charity, that is the love of God (from . 
which our Chriftian and brotherly affection fprings) fhall endure forever : 
«* This envieth not, vaunteth not, boafteth not itfelf, and feeketh not its 
<¢ own; but is patient, beareth all things, fuffereth all things, and watcheth 
«© not with an evil eye, no, nor thinketh ill, but is kind ;” in which bleffed 
love, dear friends, hold your fellowfhip one with another, which was the 
character of the primitive Chriftians. 1705. 

Among the gofpel precepts, we find not any thing more ftrongly and 
frequently recommended by our Lord Jefus Chrift and his apoftles, to the 
primitive believers, than that they fhould love one another: And as we are 
fenfible that nothing will contribute more to the peace and profperity of the 
church than a due regard to this advice, fo we earneftly defire that it may 

be the care and concern of all friends every where to dwell therein, and, in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, to maintain love, concord and peace, in and 
among all the churches of Chrift. 1730. 

’ By accounts received, it appears that, in general, love and concord are 
maintained, and that friends in divers places are under an earneft concern for 
the promotion of peace, and for the fuppreffing and guarding againft every 
occafion of ftrife and difcord, tending to divide and fcatter the flock of Chrift : 
For ftrenethening this concern, and promoting this Chriftian difpofition of 
love wherefoever it appears, we remind’ you of the benefits thereof, expreffed 
in Pfalm cxxxiii. ‘ Behold how good and how prealane it is for brethren 
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<¢ to dwell together in unity! As the dew of Hermon, and as the dew that 
« defcended upon the mountains of Zion ; for there the Lord commanded 
«« the bleffing, even life for evermore.” Be ye alfo mindful of the faying of 
our bleffed Lord himfelf, John xii. 35, ‘ By this fhall all men know that 
“ ye are my difciples, if ye have love one to another.” 1752. 
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SHIS meeting being under a weighty concern, on account of the pre- 
vailing evil, amoneft divers profeffing with us, of being concerned in 
lotteries ; do earneftly recommend to the feveral quarterly and monthly-meet- 
ings, that they advife fuch of their members who have been concerned there- 
in, that they defift for the future; and if, after fuch brotherly advice, any 
continue therein, they be dealt with as diforderly walkers, 1760. 
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E, do exhort friends every where, that in the great concern of mar- 
riage, whereon much of the comfort and happinefs of life depend, 
they be mindful to proceed in the fear of the Lord, and have an eye to him. 
for_counfel and inftruétion in their choice; the neglect of which Hp been 
the ruin of many. 1734. 4 

Parents, who have children to difpofe of in marriage, are tenderly sdvited 
not to make it their firft or chief care to obtain for them large portions or 
fettlements of marriage ; but rather be careful that their children be joined 
in marriage with perfons of religious inclinations, fuitable difpofitions, — 

“temper, fobriety of manners, and diligencg: | in bufinefs. (which. are things: es 
effentially neceffary to a comfortable life in a married ftate) and carefully to ee 
guard again{ft all mixt marriages, and unequal yoking of their I as 
therein. 1722. 

We being fenfible of the hurt that may happen ‘é perfons under our pro- ae 
feffion drawing out the affections of one another, without the knowledge orcon- 
fent of parents or guardians, do, for preventing fuch mifchief, deliver it as 
our fenfe and judgment, that in cafe any member of our fociety fhall. make | cot 
application to any woman, being alfo a member, with intention or endeavours tate. 
to entangle her affections, or make fuit in order to. marriage, without’ the 
privity and.confent of her parents or guardians firft had and obtained, or fhall 
countenance or admit of fuch fuit or application, whether fuch parents or _ 
guardians be friends or not; fuchperfons ought not to be allowed on permite 

8 ted to proceed in any meeting of friends, in order to the accomplifhing fuch 


we 
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* _ intended marriage, until they fhall have removed the offence, and given fatise 


i i i _ faction both to fuch parents or guardians, and to the meeting of friends where 
re _ they belong, Ys ital and aug jacknowledgment of the offence, and cons . 
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demnation of themfelves therefor, and fhall have obtained the confent of fuch 
parents or guardians; unilefs it fhall appear to the fatisfaétion of the month- 
ly-meeting to which they belong, that fuch parents or guardians have not 
fufficient reafon for withholding his, her or their confent, in which cafe the 
meeting, having due regard to the rights of parents and children, is to pro- 
ceed therein as beft wifdom may direct. 

And it is further advifed, that after parents and guardians have fuffered 
their children to engage one another in affections, they do not break off up- 


on any worldly account, but that they wait upon and feek the Lord for their: 
- children in propofals of marriage, before they give any encouragement there- 
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cautioned and advifed againft it, that the monthly-meeting where fuch 
may belong give forth a public teftimony againft them, and not receive 
fuch into unity again, until fuch meetings are well affured that they have 
found a place of fincere repentance, and are received in the truth. 1772. 

It is our fenfe and judgment, that no friend be allowed to marry with a 
deceafed wife’s fifter, or deceafed hufband’s brother : That friends be careful 
tO give timely advice and admonition againft fuch proceedings ; ; and if any 
fhould be reluétant thereto, and proceed in marriage, that they be without delay 
teftified againft, and be not admitted to memberfhip again in fociety, until 
friends be well affured that they are received in the truth. 1773. 

And we do alfo, in the name of the Lord, advife and exhort all youne and 


unmarried people among friends, that they do not make or admit any motion 


Or procedure one with another, ‘upon the account of marriage, without firft 


mefecrecne a 


Hn, a Aer ded and judg vee it is re tak aes ag i aaa 


acquainting their parents or guardians therewith, and duly waiting uponthem = tar 
for their confent and agreement therein. And we-alfo advife, that, inthe firft sme. 
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place, all young perfons concerned ferioufly wait upon the Lord for counfel 
and clearnefs in this weighty concern, before they make or admit any motion 
or procedure with any, in order to marriage; that the Lord may be in thei 
eye, fo ds they may not be led by any forward, brittle, or uncertain affections, 
in this great concern, to their own hurt, grief of their friends, and difhonour of 
truth ; and let it be the godly concern of both monthly and quarterly-meet- 
* ings to be careful and mindful of the prefervation and good of children in 
this matter, as here propofed and fignified, and not to omit giving due and 
faithful warnings and admonitions in this great and weighty concern. 1690. 
We having confidered what time fhall be held to be too early for propofals 
of marriage, after the deceafe of former. hufband or wife ; it is our fenfe and. 
judgment, that it is not advifeable for any friend to make or admit of pro=_ 
pofals of marriage in lefs than twelve months. 1778. | a 7 
The prudent and Chriftian care that has been maintained among ft.us, “in 
relation to marriage, ever fince we were a people, having obtained an ood» 3 
report, it is become afrefh the concern of this meeting, that the: reputation | 
of our religious fociety, and the caufe of truth hereia, may ftill be kept ups Sachs 
and that not only the feveral weighty advices of this meeting, in refpect to a 
the proceedings of the parties concerned, and the condua of their parents 
and guardians, may be obferved, but likewife thatas little diverfity as may. 
be may appear amongft us in regard to the form and manner of folemnization. | 
Jn order therefore that the general prattice of the fociety in refpeCtto mar- 
riage may be uniform; it is agreed, that the following directions be fent, Be 
othe feveral! quarterly-meetings, to be by them communicated to the monthly- a x 
meetings, as the rule-of their proceedings, viz. ae 


- 
¥ 


1. The parties intending to join in marriage, having firl notified their in- 
 tentions to the preparative-meeting, who are to notice the fame to the fucceed- 
ing monthly-meeting as bufinefs, are to declare their intention to the month- 
___—Sy-meeting whereof they are members (when the bufinefS comes in courfeé, 
om _ both meetings of men-and women appointing two fuitable friends to attend 
«the parties to-each meeting, at which time orderly perfons, not members, 
\qnay be admittéd to attend that part of the bufinefs by the confent of the 
_ lereeting) in terms of the following import, viz. 


+ 


apie | es 
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The man 3 ‘Lhat be intends to take A.B. to be bis.wife, if the Lord permit, 
The woman jj fat joe-intends to take B.C. to be ber hufvand, if the Lord pere 
Mit. acs Te OE eT 
2. ‘Thefe declarations are to be made, firft before the womens meeting,. 
and then before the mens meeting. If they have parents or guardians pre- 
fent, they are to declare their confent ; if abfent, a certificate or certificates 
.. are to be produced, fignifying, that it is with their confent the parties do proceed ~ 
do accomplih their intended marriage, previous to the declaration of the parties. 
After which declaration, no objection appearing, the meeting: is to acquaint: — 
| them, that notice will be taken thereof, and that they may come to the next 
ee, - monthly-meeting for an anfwer. Anentry is then to be made in both the 
| ‘mens and womens mecting, and: two friends out of each to be appointed to. 
on pure into the converfation and clearnefs.of the parties ; and if there are chil- 
dren by a former marriage or marriages, to fee that their rights are duly and: 
rally fecured, and to-make report to the next monthly-meeting. . 
° When, if no objeétion has appeared, the parties are to declare before the- 
- womens and mens meeting the continuance of their intention of marriage; and 
‘if nothing yet appears to: obftrué; liberty is then to. be granted them to 
- folemoize the fame, according to the good order. ufed among us. wie 
_ But if the parties. are of different monthly-meetings, the man is firft'to 
_ fpropofe the matter to.the monthly-meeting to which he belongs, defiring 
e ae their certificate, fignifying his. clearnefs to. proceed in marriage with /#. B. 
eo eae member of monthly-meeting ; ; whereupon: the meeting are to appoint 
‘two friends tomake enquiry therein, and toreport to thenext.x 
when, if nothing appears to. prevent his having fuch. cert 


thly-meeting ;_ 
ep he is tobe 


. recommended to the meeting to which the woman belongs, by acertificate, i | 
‘fignifying: his right of memberfhip, clearnefs as aforefaid, and confent of | 
“parents or guardians, to. be Lape at ay firtt Sieitin 1eeting where he es 
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For folemnizing the: marriage, a meeting may Me aincicheid on -fome cons PR | 
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per, of which due notice is to be given; but unlefs fome fpecial cireumftan- 
ces make it neceffary, it is advifed to folemnize our marriages at the ufual 

_-week-day meeting, at the meeting-houfe to which the woman belongs, unlefs 
leave hath been obtained of the monthly-meeting to folemnize the marriage 
in fome other mecting-houfe, and the confent of that meeting likewife pro- 
cured. 

And it is earneftly recommended, that the confummation be performed: 
decently, gravely and weightily ; andin order thereto, and for the affiftance 
of the parties immediately concerfied, the monthly-meeting where the 
Marriage is allowed is to appoint two judicious, grave and weighty men, and 
“two fach women friends, to attend the fame, and to fit with the parties in the 
meeting for worfhip, and in a proper time, towards the conclufion of the meet= e 
ing, {peak tothe parties to proceed, who are then to ftand up, and, taking: fee 
each other by the hand, declare in an audible and folemn manner to the fol aa2 
lowing effect; the man firlt, viz. Friends, I take this my friend A. B. 10 be my a ie 
wife, promi if ng through divine afifiance to be unto ber a loving and faithful buf a vie 

” e@band, until it fhall pleafe the Lord by nets to feparate us. And then the woman — soe 

in like manner: Friends, I take my friend C.D. ‘to be my bufoand, 8 ool A aa 

“mifing through divine affftance to ute bim a loving and ame 4 Unti pea 

ral pleafe the Lord by death to feparate us. ; agra 

A certificate,*in the following form of words, is then to be audibly read oy er : 

. “ fome proper perfon, the exprefs names and defcription of the parties cing. 
a firft inferted: They are.then to fign the fame, the man firft, the woe 

. affuming the name of her hufband; and fuch others prefent at the nenry t 
_. as are thought proper. | Mee be esha i 


ie g=t* The Form of :the ‘Certificates: 1° 's9ar os 
(As near as circupftances will admit.) | ae 
fon of D: B of 2/3 in the county of e ae 


asd: State of co Uh ae and E. his wife, ‘and S, ‘ 
foot as | daughter — 
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daughter of M. I. of in the county of and Md. 
his wife, having declared their intentions of taking each other in marriage, 
before feveral monthly-meetings of the people called Quakers, in the 
county of according to the good order ufed among 
them; their proceedings, after due enquiry and deliberate confideration theres 
of, were allowed by the faid meetings; they appearing clear of all others, 


and having confent of parents (or guardians): concerned, 
' Now thefe are to certify all whom it may concern, that for the full accom= 
Plifhing of their faid intentions, this .§ 4. day of the months, 
in the, year of our Lord one thoufand. feven hundred and they 


the faid 4. B. and S. f. appeared at ‘a public affembly of the aforefaid. 
- people and others, in their meetine-houfe i in. and he the faid. 
4. B. taking the faid $f. by the hand, did openly declare as followeth:. 


Friends, I take this my friend S.T. to be my wife, promifing through divine affift- 

ance to be unto ber a loving and faithful bufband, until it foall pleafe the Lord by 

death to feparate us. And the faid 8.7. did then ant, there in like manner, j 
declare. as followeth : Friends, I take this my friend C.D. to be my bufband,, os 


baa - 
Ree fo prom ifing through divine affiftance to be unto him a loving and faithful wife, wail 4 . 


ae ae: 2 ae 


, it fall pleafe the Lard by. death to feparate us. Or words of the like import. y * 


- And the faid 4 B. and §. 7. as a further confirmation thereof, have here-._ 


unto fet their hands. She, after the cuftom of marriage,. Rig the ndaine 


 houfe where the parties rétire,’ to make rep 


| oe of her hufband. bs Veer Ase ee ele gp eae Oy. 9 + 


- / 7 ] e 


And we, whofe names are hereunto fubferibed, being , 


prefent with others at the confummation of their ¢ | 

{aid marriage, as witneffes thereunto, fet our hands a NOMGAE Pag chats ek oo: iter ye De 

the ek and year above written, 

The committee. appointed:are to talte the certificate; oy lodge it with the ae 
clerk, to be recorded in a book for that purpofe 5 and after attending at the i Aye 
. pto the next monthly- -meeting. Se 
Jai 
) sAgreed, that it, be recommended,to the; | quarterly- -meetings, that. according, ie 


1 the ancient, cent, prattiges among friends, they ale: aes se ae TER. i Bee. 
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-and women friends, as do make fuit or concern themfelves: in propofals of | 
marriage, one to the other, do not dwell in the fame houfe, from the time 
they begin to be concerned, until their marriage 1s confummated. 1714. 

In order to put a flop to an undue liberty in contracting marriages with 
fuch as are not of our focietv, it is advifed, that all parents and guardians of 
children do take efpecial care, as much as in them lies, to prevent their children 

* from running into fuch marriages ; and that the friends of each particular 
meeting, as alfo of the monthly- meeting to which fuch perfons belong, do in 
* the wifdom and power of truth ufe their endeavours to put a ftop to the faid 
_ ewil, by admonifhing fuch as may attempt to, marry as aforefaid to defift 
from accomplifhing the fame; but if they refufe to take counfel, or privately 
go to marry as aforefaid, that then fuch perfons be dealt with according to 
ss the good order .of truth, and judgment fixed upon all who take fuch undue 


no 


liberty. 719. ay ' 


This meeting having deliberately confidered. the great exercife brought © 


upon our fociety, by divers in profeffion with us, who contrary to our known, 


principles, and the wholefome difcipline eftablifhed among us, are,joined in 
marriage by the prieft, with perfons either of our own or other perfuafions, 


do earneftly advife, that all friends ufe their utmoft endeavours to, prevent 
fuch marriages, WERIGENEA, the parties inclinations may come to their know- 


ledge. 


fociety, they fhall be dealt with in a fpirit of Chriftian love and tendernefs, 


. agreeable to our known difcipline ; and that, after the commiffion of fuch — 
sets offence, their collection fhall not be received, nor fhall they be relieved in © 


a. the manner of poor friends, nor be admitted to fit in meetings of difcipline; 
until they are reftored into unity DS sca the monthly-meeting to which phe 


Dela: | He? wt : 3 


_And we earneftly advife aut a that you watch diligently over one 


e3 gnosher fer good, and that you deal in due time with fuch offenders, and all 
x . . : others. 


; : : nicer 
Pee And it is the fenfe and judgment of this. meeting; that where any do marry 
by the prieft, or in any other manner, contrary to the eftablifhed rules.of the — 
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others that walk diforderly, endeavouring to reclaim and reftore them by — 


brotherly admonition and counfel; but where, after patient waiting, you find 
that your continued labour of love hath not its defired effect, that you neglect 
not to teftify againft and difown fuch perfons ; thereby preventing the reproach 
and difhonour which might be brought on our holy profeffion through their 
mifconduét, and that the end and defign of: friends in fettling a wholefome 
difcipline among us may be anfwered. 1744, 1783. But as exprefs direc- 
tions cannot be given for each particular cafe that may arife, the feveral 
monthly-meetings are at liberty-to judge how often fuch offenders are to be 
" yvifired and dealt with, and in what manner they are to be proceeded againtt. 
- Likewife monthly-meetings are to judge of the fincerity of fuch acknowledg- 
‘ments as may be offered to them, and to accept or reject, as in true wifdom 
may feem meet. 1768. 
_ This meeting being forrowfully affe€ted, under the confideration of the 
great exercife brought on friends by divers in our fociety entering into marriage 
with fuch’as are not of our fociety, or, being in profeffion with us, are mar- 
tied contrary to our eftablifhed rules; to prevent which, many minutes 
dite@ting dealing with fuch offenders have from time to time been made, but 
it doth not appear that faid minutes extend to parents and guardians, that 
may be confenting to or encouraging fuch marriages; it is therefore the 
ireCtion of this meeting, when that appears to be the cafe, that fuch parents or 
3 a fo offending, be dealt with in a fpirit of Chriftian love and meek- 
nefs; and unlefs nonin. given to the monthly-meeting in which fuch 
‘circumftance may fall out, that a teftimony do go forth for the clearing of 
fruth againft fuch offenders. 1752. 
© ‘We alfo recommend the good order of friends retuiiee to marriage, that it 
Jbe carefully preferved and daily maintained in the firft and earlieft proceed- 
ings leading thereunto, as well as the orderly folemnization thereof; and i 


ie 
any perfons, contrary to the repeated advice and eflablithed order of friends, 
fhall, under any pretence whatfoever, prefume to take one another in any 


mipetiig for worthip, us al aid confent of the. monthly-meeting to which 
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they belong, fuch proceeding being of a clandeftine natufe, tending to make 
void the jutt care of friends in that cafe, we advife that the monthly-meeting, 
do not fail to teftify againft the pra@tice, as well as againtt the perfons cons | 
cerned therein. 1730. , 
And as we have great caufe to believe, that remiffnefs in dealing, and 

weaknefs in fome monthly-meetings in accepting fuperficial and infincere ™ 
acknowledgments,. have had a great tendency, to promote fuch marriages, we 
earneftly advife, that monthly«meetings be very careful not to accept acknow- 

» ledgments without full fatisfaction of the fincere repentance of fuch tranf- 
greffors, manifefted by a conduc circumfpect and confiftent with our religious 
profeffion. 1783. 
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‘Matters, Miftreffes, and Servants, 


D VI SED that fervants profeffing the truth behave themfelves in due | 


, fubjection, humility and plainnefs, as becomes their profeffion and 
pies: And likewife, that mafters and miftreffes behave themfelves toward 


their fervants according to the apoftle’s direction, Eph. vi. 5,6,9. Cok. iv. 


4. a Tim. vi. 1,2. Titus ii. 9,10. 1 Pet. ii, 18, 19, 20. © 1703. 


A religious care is recommended toward our fervants, that all appearance: . 
@ 
“of pride, idlenefs and vain converfation, in them maybe difcouraged ; and - 


¥ * ‘that they may be exhorted to attend firft and week-day meetings, and havea 


Ste 
“ 
§ 


_ fenfe of God’s love upon their {pirits, and therein partake with us of the 
” “fweetnefs of truth; and in the difcharge of their duty to God, and to their 


matters and miftreffes, know peace'in themfelves. 1718. ae 


And it is further advifed, that all parents and matters of families do ule 


~ their utmoft caré and endeavours to keep their youth duly to meetings, and 


to prevent the indecent ftraggling abroad of their ‘children and fervants, ef- 


pecially on the firft days, and other times allowed them to attend meetings,.. i | 


and to keep them out of all tumultuous crouds or gatherings of rude people. 
“— 


C7 3 


MEETING-HOUSES. 


DVISE D that friends, in the feveral quarterly and monthly-meet- 
ings, take fpecial care that the titles of friends meeting-houfes and 
burial-grounds be made fecure, according to law. 1703. 


It having been reprefented to us, that in divers parts loffes have been fuf- — 


tained by our fociety, by not timely looking into and fecuring the titles of 
meeting-houfes, burial-grounds, and charitable bequefts; we have to re- 
commend to quarterly and monthly-meetings, to make timely and careful ins 


fpection into what hands and trufts the fame are fecured ; and if they find oc- 


cafion, by the death of any friend or otherwife, to add fome others to the 
_ truft, or make any alteration, fo that friends may not be deprived of the be- 
nefit of fuch meeting-houfes, burial-grounds, and charitable bequetts ; and. 


that the quarterly and monthly-meetings 5 ge records of all fuch trufts 


and conveyances, 1737. 
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MEETINGS for SUFFERINGS. 


HIS meeting being under a weighty concern for friends who are or 

may be under fufferings and difficulties, on account of our religious 
teftimony, do appoint a meeting for fufferings, confifting of twenty-five 
members, who are defired, with diligence, caution and duecare, to proceed: 
in fuch weighty matters as may come before them, humbly waiting for the. 
influence of divine wifdom to direét their minds from time to time, fo that 
their refults may tend to their own peace, and welfare of our religious focie- 
ty. They are defired. totake cognizance of all grievances arifing amongft us). 
wherein any friend or friends may be affected in his perfon or property, or 
in regard to our Chriftian teftimony, to advife, counfel and affift, as beft 
wifdom may direé&t; and any aggrieved friend or friends may apply to them, 
either in a collective or feparate capacity, as,the circumftance of the cafe may 
require. 

That the faid meeting view manufcripts propofed to be printed, and cor 
refpond with the meeting for fufferings or yearly-meetings of London, Phila- 
delphia or elfewhere,.to reprefent the ftate of the affairs of friends here, or as. 
occafion may require; and in general to reprefent this meeting in all cafes 
where the reputation and intereft of truth and our religious foviety are con- 
cerned, provided they do-not meddle with matters of faith and difcipline not 
already determined in the yearly-meeting: And that at leaft there be ten 
members prefent to conftitute a meeting, who fhould concur on all occafions,. 
and that in matters of great importance notice be given: as far as may be to 
all the members.. The faid meeting is to draw on the treafury of this meet- 
ing in their recefs, for the money lodged therein from time to time as occafion 
may require; being accountable for the fame, and keeping records of all their 
proceedings, which are annually to be laid before this meeting, oF fuch come 
mittee as they may appoint  infpect or view. the fame, 1775, 1776, 1783» 
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MEETINGS for WORSHIP. 


S it hath been our care and practice from the beginning, that an open 
teftimony for the Lord fhould be borne, and a public ftandard for truth 
and righteoufnefs upheld in the power and fpirit of God, by our open and) 
known meetings, againft the fpirit of perfecution, that in all ageshath fought 
to lay wafte God’s heritage ; and as only through faithfulnefs, conftancy and 
patience, victory hath been and is obtained; fo it is our advice and judgment, 
that all friends gathered in the name of Jefus, keep up thefe public teftimo- 
nies in their refpective places, and not decline, forfake or remove their public 
affemblies, becaufe of times of fufferings, as worldly fearful and politic pro- 
feffors have done, becaufe of informers and the like perfecutors; for fuch 
practices are not confiftent with the nobility of the truth, and therefore not 
to be owned in the church of Chrift. 1675. “g : ae 
Let every one be watchful againft an earthly fpirit, for that will choke éfie . 
good feed, and bring forth a flighting or neglecting your teftimony in your — 2 
firft-day and week-day meetings, and bring a decay of your ftrength and — 
zeal for God, and his truth, and bring a weaknefs upon you, by reafon where- 
of you wil] not be able to ftand in an hour of temptation. 1689. 
Agreed that friends, that live diftant from meetings, be reminded to keep 
meetings in their families, to wait upon God, that their children and families 
may come to be feafoned in their fpirits by the truth and the Lord’s. power; 
and that they may have his bleffing upon their families. 1696. 
Advifed that all friends be careful to attend meetings for worfhip and 
bufinefs at the times and hours appointed, and not to detain meetings out of - 
— feafon. 1715. 
| ef f: % ey ' Advifed that friends weg Bey their children to a conftant, feafonable and or- 
- derly frequenting, as ye of -~--™ day as of firft-day meetings, inftructing: 
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them to have their minds ftayed in the divine gift, to wait upon the Lord 


therein, to receive a portion of his fpiritual favour; that they, from the tender- 
ing virtue of the Holy Spirit, may be engaged in heart and mind to walk 
worthy of fo great grace, and in a holy zeal to honour God, fubmit to bear 
the crofs, endure the fhame, and become “agi witneffes for him amongit 
the fons of men. 1723. | 

And we earneftly exhort that you hold faft the srofellvar - faith | in our 


Lord Jefus Chrift, without wavering, both in refpeét to his outward coming 


‘in the fleth, his fafferings, death, refurrection, afcenfion, mediation,and in- 
‘tercefion at the right hand of the-Father; and to the inward manifeftation 
of his grace and Holy Spirit in our hearts, powerfully workiog in the foul 
‘of man, to the fubduing of every evil affeCtion and luft, and to the purifying 
‘of our confciences from dead works, to ferve the living God; that through 
the virtue and efficacy of this moft-holy faith, ye may become ftrong in the 
Lord, and in the. power of his might, which will enable you to worfhip God 
in f{pirit with acceptance, and preferve you in a lively frame of mind, from 
a drowfy and lukewarm fpirit, which in all our religious affemblies ought to 
be guarded againft with the utmoft care and circum{pection. In this lively 
faith and pure life of Chrift you will have victory over the world, over your 
defires after the grandeur and perifhing things thereof, and over all corrupt 
scuftoms and fafhions, which are contrary to the panty of the golpel, and our 
ancient Chriftian teftimony. 1736. 


In all your religious meetings for the worfhip of Almighty God, EE your 
‘minds be feafoned with an awful fenfe of real and true devotion, and be ye ~ 


‘exemplary to the flock of Chrift. ‘Let the folemn gravity of your deport- 
ment be fuch as may demonftrate to others, that you are in-earneft in the 
great duty of waiting upon. and worfhipping God in fpirit; that ferious. 


‘and’ tender-hearted enquirers may be encouraged to come.and partake in ~ 


your affemblies of that inward and fpiritual confolation and refrefhment, 
which the Lord is gracioufly pleafed to impart to the fouls of fuch as are 


~humbled in his fight, and approach his holy prefence with reverence and fear. ” 
4744. tats; : te ae beat sai yay Te Re 
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“Take care, we befeech you, in this day of eafe and liberty, Jeit 2 {pirit of 
‘lukewarmnefs and indifferency prevail over you, to the ftopping up the 
itreams of thewater of life, and rendering you like the barren heath in the ~ @ y 
‘defert, which:knoweth not when eood comes. ‘Weentreatyouto be efpecially { 3 
‘watchful in‘this behalf, thar an indolent and fluggith difpofition appear not 
* .among you, to the ftumbling of fuch ferious enquirers as may attend our 
‘meetings, in expectation of that life and power, which the obfervation of your 
‘indifference and’ unconcernednefs may gine them too juft caufe to igs ait that 
‘ye yourfelves are flrangers to. 1744. 
Let not the fmallnefs of your numbers difcourage you from conftantly 
-attending thofe meetings, inafinuch as the words of Chrift remain unchange- *” ‘ 
ably true and ftedfaft, «Where two or three are gathered together'in my > 
“«« name, there am.I in the midft of them,” Mat. xviii. 20. -But it hathbeen ia) 
juftly obferved, that where remifinefs and neglect of attending meetings for — 
‘worfhip:have prevailed, it hath been too often an inlet to further declenfiony 
and fuch otherundue liberties as truth and its guidance do by no-means admit — 
‘Of. 1754. 
We therefore tenderly exhort fuch as, through fear of neglecting their 
temporal concerns, or-other‘confiderations, are kept from a dve-attendance — 
- of thefe meetings, ferioufly to confider that gracious promife left upon record; 
« Seek ye firft the kingdom of God, and his'righteoufnefs, and all thefe things : 
«¢ fhall be added unto you.” Some of us have to-teftify, by bleffed experience, mg ae 
‘ that our outward affairs have not fuffered, by giving up our time, the few 


hours fet apart for religious worfhip but, on the ‘contrary, our minds have i. 
‘been thereby greatly ftrengthened to come up with propriety in the duties 
‘we owe to God, to our families, and to all:mankind, 1758. | | 
As it hath pleafed divine goodnefs:clearly to manifeft amongft us the way 
‘ of life and falvation, and to inftruét'us where and how to wait for him, prize, 
es ' we befeech you, thefe precious privileges ; keep all your meetings in the 
Ge... Mame: of the Lord, and let your minds be eftablifhed in an humble waiting 
> it him with reverence and fear ; fo fhall ‘ftrength ‘be added to ftrength, = 
Son M and 
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-and being more clofely united to him,. you wilk I experience the indwelling of 


his bleffed Spirit. 1761.. : 

When gathered: in- your religious affemblies, be truly concerned ‘te retire- 
to the divine and heavenly gift, which will minifter to every ftate and condi= 
tion, though you may have no outward teaching, and-will direét you-to wait, , 
without being reftlefs or uneafy, till it be-a proper time ‘to break up your 
meeting with that decency and folemnity which fhould attend our-minds in. 


fuch fervice; for want of which fome forward fpirits, who have been deftitute. 


of the right and true feeling of that fpirit, in-which fuch fervice fhould be 


' performed, have broke up meetings in an unbecoming manner, to the forrow 


| 


and pain of mind of fuch as have been truly concerned: for the good and 
profperity of Zion [1755]: And be-not-apt, as the manner. of fome is, at 


the clofe of your meetings, haftily to.enter-into-difcourfes about the affairs of ° 


this life, much lefs the vain amufements thereof ; a-practice inconfiftent with . 
the Chriftian gravity which at fuch:time ought, in an efpecial manner, to. 
feafon the minds. of. perfons. fo lately. affembled. for. the. pon i of God, in. 


fpirit and in truth, (1748. 


Perfons profeffing with us, who abfent thom @lwes from our religious meet- 
ings; either on firft or other,days.of the week, and difregard the. repeated - 
advice and endeavours of: friends to ftir them up to.this neceflary duty, are. 


to be dealt with by the monthly-meeting to.which they. belong,. even. coat 


owning fuch, if the. cafe requires it. 1770.. 


[eh 8a 4 


Minifters and Elders, and Meeting of isda 
and Elders. 


T is‘recommended that one or more faithful friend or friends, of ‘either 

or both fexes, be appointed out of each particular meeting as ftanding 
elders by the monthly-meeting, whofe duty is to help -young minifters, and 
give advice to all others as occafion may require ; to encourage our youth 
and others*in virtue, and in a‘reverent and early attention to and belief ‘in 
the divine appearance and operation of the fpirit of Chrift in their own hearts, 
and in a venerable efteem of the Holy Scriptures, and a frequent reading 
and meditating therein ; and'to that plainnefs, moderation and fimplicity, 
which is-becoming our holy:profeffion ; to'ftir up thofe who are or may be 


deficient in the due attendance of our meetings, andin general to watch over | 


the flock of Chrift ; being themfelves examples-in faith, meeknefs and-cha- ~ 


rity. 1709, 1728, 1760. 


As thefe are officers of the church at large, let the-monthly-meeting, after — 
they have approved fuch as they adjudge duly anointed and qualified for'that » 


fervice, acquaint the quarterly-meeting therewith, who after folidly waiting fi 


for their concurring unity, and finding nothing to hinder, are to: minute the 


ws 


fame, and acquaint the felect-meeting thereof; who are alfo to enter the Somat 


appointment and concurrence on their minutes, and the friend fo-appointed . 


- may then fit in any of our meetings of :minifters and elders. And informa- 


tion of fuch appointments'is.to'be given by the quarterly and félect-meetings 


to their refpective yearly-meetings, and their names when approved to be alfo 
entered on the yearly-meeting’s'record. And where any*friend appearing in 


public miniftry, whofe converfation be clean and'blamelefs, and the elders of — 


he pre egpes tng ‘he or fhe belongs to are convinced that the Lord hath 
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called them. to that weighty work, after duly waiting for due proof thereof, | 


they fignify their unity with his orher gift in.the miniftry to. the monthly- 
meeting, who after weightily feeling after the mind of truth therein, and being. | 
united in. approving him or-her asa minifter.in the church, the fame be enter=- 
ed and fent forward, in like manner.as inthe cafe of elders.. 7 

The minifters and‘elders fo approved; within the compafs of each monthly 
meeting (or where the quarterly-meeting fhould think beft to unite the mem-_ 
bers of twa. or more meetings. in. one). meet by themfelves once- in three. 
months, and. after folidly waiting to feel their minds feafoned with the virtue. 
of truth, are to proceed to.read and confider: the: queries, and how their pur-- 
port is an{wered‘ by their members ; tenderly advifing-and affifting one ano 
ther, as the nature of the café may require; and form, fuch anfivers. to the 
- queries as: are agreeable to their, ftates, which are to. be figned by their clerk, 
and two. or more. friends are.to be. appointed, as. reprefentatives, who are’ to. 


take the an{wers, and affembling together-previous to. and at the place of hold- 


ing the quarterly-meeting, do, with-the affiftance of other. felect members with- 


in, the. compafs of each quarter, compofe a felect. quarterly-meeting, where the 


queries are:again.to be read, and the ftate of the meeting enquired into, and. 
fuch. advice and affiftance afforded the-lower-meetings.thereto belonging, by. 
- advice or committees, as occafion may. require. And once a year preceding 
the yearly-meeting, general an{wers.in writing, to.be drawn up and-tranfmittec: 
to, the yearly felect-meeting, by: reprefentatives: to be appointed. to. attend the. 
Jame; where the. ftate of-all-the feveral quarters. and’ their. members: are to. 
be attended. to, and fuch help afforded, and in. fuch. way, and: manner, as they. 
in the wifdom. of: truth may think. proper, in fuberdination. to. our Chriftian. 
difcipline ;. preferving records: of their. proceedings, and annually choofing, 
or re-appointing a clerk, which the quarterly, and: ge ES ana 
are all advifed to de.. 

- And it is agreed ‘that; the- quarterly fele@s meeting be held: the day. before: 
each quarterly-meeting, at.the fame place,.at the eleventh hour ; and that the 


yearly felect-meeting begin at, aes the cleventh bane’ on the day before. 
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This meeting defires that you, whom the Lord hath aifted with a public 


teftimony. for his name and truth, may be careful to attend to the motions of 


truth, and in it be diligent to vifit the heritage of God in their meetings, and. 
efpecially thofe leatt frequented.. 1695. 

We farther entreat you, that in all your religious meetings, appointed for: 
the worfhip of Almighty God, you wait in humble reverence for the influence 
of the word of life ; be cautious not to move, in aéts of devotion, in your 
own will; fet not forward felf to work, but patiently attend and wait for the 


gift and:enlivening power of the Divine Spirit, without which, your perform-. 
ances. will be unacceptable,. and like thofe of old,. of which 1t was faid,. 


«¢ Who hath. required this at your hand?” Ifaiahi. 12.. 1742. 


As.we are fully perfuaded,. that the miniftry of the gofpel. is: not received. 
of man, but by the revelation, of Jefus Chrift, according to that apoftolical, 


direétion, ‘As every. man hath received the gift, even fo minifter the 
“« fame one to another, as good ftewards of the manifold: grace of-God; if any 
“ man fpeak, let him {peak as. the oracles of God ;_ if any man; minifter, let 
‘¢ him.doit as of the ability which God giveth, that God: in all things may be 


“ glorified :’? And as. this miniftry is divine,, the motives and. inducements. 
thereunto are perfectly difinterefted, and no way mercenary and lucratives 


but concurrent to.the precept Chrift gave to his. by etna and. imoiediate fol- 
lowers; “Freely ye have received,. freely give.” 1771. 


Friends, in their refpective counties and meetings, are earneftly deGired and 


advifed to ufe prudence and caution, fo as.not to be impofed upon by cheats, 


or impoftors, pretending to miniftry or otherwife ; and where there isa doubt: 


or queftion concerning the miniftry of any. perfons, in, that cafe let fuch, be 
called upon to fhew. what certificate they have; and:in, general it-is recom- 
mended to.the monthly andquarterly-meetings, to fee that-friends. who.travel 
in. the work of the mtiniftry do go in the unity of the meetings. to which they 


belong, and with certificates.theretrom,; and:further, that it may, become thers. 


tender. care of the faid meetings to. watch over fuch as: may be young in the 
iftry, to fee that. they walk. humbly and wifely >. That as on.the one hand, 
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nothing truly tending to the glory of God, and the edification. of his church and 
people, may be difcouraged, fo on the other, where any ‘thing appears which 
may make advice neceffary, that the elders of the church, both minifters 
and others, do, in the wifdom of God, give their advice thereupon, with due 
regard to the ftate of weaknefs and childhood that fuch may bein. 1720. 


And we do-in much Jove caution thofe friends who aré rightly concerned. 
in the work of the miniftry, to watch over their ‘own fpirits, and not to be ~ 


over hafty or cenforious in paffing judgment re{pecting the ftate of thofe who 
hear them; ‘but to manifeft that, in the exercife-of their miniftry, they are 
led by the love of God; and that their principal aim is, that-they may be in- 
{trumental to .adminifter fpiritual confolation and ftrength to the: bids 
where they come. 
_ + Farther we-earneftiy exhort, that none would offer to impofe themfelves as 
preachers, ‘in any meeting of friends, who are not themfelves faithful againit 
the payment of priefts w ages, and in obferving the other branches of our 
Chriftian teftimony. 1745. | 
‘We tenderly and with earneftnefs advife all friends, orn travel in the work 
of the miniftry, as well as others, that they not only. fhut their ears againtt all 


private informations of .perfons and things, tending to the defamation df 
particular perfons or families, and to ftir up difputes and:contentions in meet 


ings for difcipline ; but alfo to rebuke and reprove the perfon or perfons, 


who fhall attempt.to prejudice their minds with any, private: informations tof ; 


that nature. 17 ep 


The fpirit of God being the foundation of all true » knowledge and: expe- 


rience, both in minifters and hearers, we earneftly exhort that all would dili- 


gently: wait upon, and mind it: Minifters, in their public fervices: efpecially, 
ought always to attend clofely to their feveral-and peculiar gifts,-and minifter 
the word faithfully as it is manifefted and revealed to them; obferving a 
“decent and modeft behaviour in the exercife of their miniftry, : and not entan=— 
gling themfelves with the affairs of this:life, that they may the better anfwer sth 


the holy warfare in 2 a they, are engaged. And let the hearers be en. 
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over their own fpirits, and not forwardly. judge or cenfure the teftimonies 
which may. be delivered amongft them ; for if they be not very careful and 
diligent in attending upon the Lord in meetings, they are liable to miftake 
in the judgment they may pafs on the miniftry. 

Now this being a matter of great moment, for the prefervation of love 
and concord in the churches ; and knowing the danger. and ill .confequences 
which attend: an hafty and cenforious judging of the miniftry, we think it 
neceffary to caution friends not-to let their own fpirits fway them, but let the 
Spirit of God rule and reign in their hearts; for this will preferve all in fweet- 
nefs and: tendernefs one towards another: The due obfervance of which will 
bea great help to minifters in the difcharge of their duty, and the fervice to. 
which they are called. 

And we earneftly requeft; that the-elders in: monthly and quarterly-meet- 
ings would be ready to-help and inform the weak, when fuitable opportunities 
prefent ; and that both minifters and hearers, purfuing one and the fame end, 
namely, the glory of God, and the good and welfare. one of another, the 
church may be edified, increafe and flourifh, to the Confolation of the faithful. 

On the other hand, we advife minifters to have it very much at heart, to 
maintain-a-perfeét harmony and good-underftanding with the monthly-meet- 
ings to which they belong; that as the faid meetings. may fometimes find 
themfelves concerned to advife them, refpecting their conduct in meetings, or 
otherwife, they fhew themfelves ready to hear and receive advice, as well as” 
to.teach and inftruct: ; 

| We further‘advife. all monthly-meetings, to take great care in giving cer- 
tificates to thofe who travel, to prevent the uneafinefs which fometimes falls 
: on the church, from a weak and ‘unfkilful miniftry ; and let the elders, when. 
tae they fee occafion, advife minifters to be very prudent in their condua, not 
__ as bufy bodies, nor meddling with family: or perfonal affairs, in which they 
are not concerned, or.required to be affifting ; that they be very tender of one. 
on Tad _another’s reputation, and of that of friends among whom they travel; neither: 
re 2 : yaa tar to nor fpreading reports, tending to raife in the minds of others a 
Bek eS Jeffening. 
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leffening or difefteem of any of the brotherhood; and as foon as their fervice 
in the miniftry is over, that they return to their habitations, and there take 
a reafonable and prudent care of their own bufinefs, houfhold and oie 
1731. | 

Our bleffed Lord, juft before his afcenfion, commanded his ciiciglen to. 
swait at ‘Jerufalem, till they were endued with, power from on. high ; knowing 
their inability, without the fenfible feeling of that power, to fpeak i in his 
name for the converfion of the nations. It was this.power that-enabled them 
to fpeak boldly in the name:of Jefus: This alone that made them-able mini- 
fters of Chrift ;~ whofe preaching was not with enticing words of man’ 's wit- 
dom, but in the demonftration of the Spirit, and with power. 

And feeing many of us have experienced much fpiritual confolation, ‘by a 
- waiting in flence and humbly depending upon the Lord alone, we-exhort 

friends, that ~when met together for religious worfhip, they labuur to feél 
their minds abftracted from vifible objects, into_a true ftillnefs and nothing- 
nefs of felf; wherein the teachings of the Holy Spirit are witneffed-by-humble 
and contrite fouls. 

In fuch a waiting ftate, you will have-a true relifh and favour of the mini- 

— ftry of thofe who are rightly concerned by the fame-fpirit, to labour in word 
and doftrine among you. 1738. . 

We earneftly caution and intreat all fuch among you, as find chevatsiones 
concerned in Chriftian loye to exhort and admonifh others, that they be — 
-efpecially careful of their own conduct; that by circumfpec&t walking.in all 
- ~holinefs of life and converfation, they may become living examples of the puri- 
-ty and excellence of the advices they recommend. 1748. 

‘You that. are elders and-oyerfeers in the church, and concerned in the 
“maintenance of good order and. prefervation of difcipline, keep your own hands 
clean, and garments.unfpotted, that you may rebuke with authority, and being 
cloathed with the meeknefs and gentlenéfs of the Lamb, may ftedfaftly per- 
fevere i in the fupport of that teftimony committed to you, that when'the Great 
-Shepherd hall APPEat, you may come before him with reverent affurance, i 
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‘and receive the reward.of «‘ Well done, cood and faithful fervant, enter into 
«*.the joy of thy Lord.” 1753. 

As to the elders among you, and fuch whom ‘God, ‘having endued with 
knowledge and experience of the cleanfing operations of his Spirit, hath 
concerned ‘to minifter to-others, let-them adorn the doétrine of the gofpel, by - 
fhewing, out of a good converfation, their works with meeknefs of wifdom : 
Such as thefe, being cloathed with humility, and exemplary to the flock 

“whom they feed ; not by conftraint, but willingly ; not for filthy lucre, but 
- of a ready mind; are worthy of double honour, and to be isl lah efteemed in 
the church-of Chrift. 1797. ; 

fas the Lord is gracioufly pleafed ‘effectually to duct the hearts of many 
of the youth, and prepare them for the'reception of his heavenly gifts, where- 
by-many are called ‘to the work of the miniftry; and weil knowing it is a 
due. attention to the gift, and waiting for’ the-heavenly power and life to dif- 
charge themfelves therein, which has ever proved a bleffing to the particular, 
and the churches «in general; we earneftly recommend, ‘that the elders and 
fenfible folid friends do watch over fuch in an holy concern for their and the 
churches good ; that the weak and tender may be encouraged ‘in a faithful 
difcharge of their duty, and’where a forward fpirit appears, that would lead 
into many words out of the power and life, fuch may be properly admonifhed 
inthe meeknefs.of wifdom, that each may fpeak ‘the language of. truth, by 

_ the ability which the ‘Lord only gives ; and that the monthly-meetings do 


not indulge any to travel and appoint meetings too foon, for many Havelbeart | 


hurt thereby. 1759. 
We recommend the apoftolic advice, “Lay hands on no man fuddenly,” 
for we have caufe to believe that injudicious encouragement hath tended to 
_ promote an-unfound miniftry i in fome places. It is therefore recommended, . 
that the approved minifters and elders, in the feveral monthly-meetings, would 
tenderly advife thofe who.come forth in public teftimony, to wait patiently 


be under a deep confideration of their ftate of infancy and childhood, without™ 
af _ defiring to be introduced i into the meeting of minifters and elders, until their. 
ms . oh ifs ty | N re: & 
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fruits afford fufficient evidence of their qualifications for fo important a fer=_ 


vice, and they approved of by the monthly and quarterly-meetings to’ whiclt 


they belong ; that fuch young minifters be reported. to their monthly. and 
quarterly-meetings ; which, upon folid and deliberate confideration,:may, as. 


in the wifdom of truth fixall feena meet, recommend them to the feleét-meeting. 
of minifters and elders, in order to. their becoming regular members of thofe 
‘meetings. 1773. 

Looking into the tate of this. part of the fociety, which ftands in a more 


confpicuous point of view: than the more private members, the neceffity of 


_ their being enfamples.to-the flock appears exceeding great,, particularly in ai 


diligent attendance of all our meetings for folemn: worfhip and the difcipline 


of the church, and therein to. be very deep and. weighty in fpirit, labouring 


with an: ardour of foul fuited. tothe occafion,, for the arifing of the ancient” 


fpring of life ; which of a truth is the crown of our affemblies, and the ground: 
of our joy and- rejoicing in him, and one in.another : It being this alone which: 


preferves living, frefh and a€tive members in the church of Chrift,, who are~ 


enabled to communicate a.degree of warmth. to the rifing youth, and: thofe 
of lefs experience in this moft neceffary exercife ; not only in word’ and 


doétrine, but alfo in filent, humble waiting on God, for the renewings of help. 


day by day. | 

That where it fhall appear, upon due infpeftion made, that any member 
fhall: or do neglect or omit the due attendance of their meetings for worfhip 
and difcipline, through floth, indolence, love. of the world,, lukewarmnefs if 


religion or other infufficient caufe, that each monthly-meeting take care, that — 


all fuch be timely vifited in love, and acquainted with the defire and mind) 
of friends in that cafe, and admonifhed ‘to faithfulnefs therein. And if, not 


; withftanding the due Chriftiam labour and admonition, he, fhe or they, fhall 


continue in the faid neglect or omiffion:; if a minifter, his or her public tefti- 


mony be denied ; and if anvelder, he or fhe be difmiffed from that ftation. 
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Advifed to havea godly care of judging or iii AdLcticiphan one another in pub- 
dic meetings, or fhewing any marks or figns of divifion therein, among minifters 
or others ; it being of a very pernicious confequence to bring blame or contempt 
upon the miniftry, and a great hurt to our youth and others. 1716. 

This meeting taking under their ferious confideration the beauty and credit 
of keeping decency and good order in our meetings for worfhip, advifes | 
friends every where to avoid public oppofition to a minifter not difowned 
by the monthly or quarterly-meeting to which he or fhe fhall belong, by 
‘keeping on their hats in time of prayer, or any other’ tokens of difunion. 

But if any perfon, pretending to be a minifter, fhall give caufe of uneafi- 
mefs or diffatisfaétion to friends, in doctrine, behaviour or converfation, the 
perfon fo offending is to be dealt with privately in a.gofpel fpirit and manner : 

If this thall not take effect, then let complaint be made of fuch perfon to the 
monthly-meeting which he or fhe may belong to; that proceeding thereon x 
‘be had accordingly, and the affair fettled with all poffible expedition. 1723. 

_ Where friends in any monthly-mecting are really diffatisfied, or burthened 
with:any that take upon them to preach among them, let them firft be duly 
admonifhed in their own monthly-meeting, with the effiftance of the faithful 
approved minifters and elders of the fame meeting, and adjacent meetings, 
if need be; and if afterwards they will perfift to impofe upon and burthen ie 
friends, then to be publicly teftified againft, where they fo impofe. me 

If any one who has been a public minifter or elder fhall be guilty of fuch re | 
practices as may juftly deferve public cenfure, and fhall be difowned, and one 
afterwards, upon tokens of repentance, be again admitted into memberfhips ag ~eih 
fuch readmiffion is not to be interpreted fo as to give him or her the liberty » 
of appearing as a eae miniiter, or ater od office of an ‘elder, til gr i, i 


fuch Peter 3 is fo fa: removed, as Rhy fuch vibe ippearaied or catch i 4 rp 

the office of an elder, may not adminifler occafion of reproach, ‘either from ‘g “ 
__ friends or others ; and in cafe they fhould fhew thee elvegut oe 
Bela he ‘appearing, the meeting to which they belong are defit Seon 
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A MEMORIAL of fome neceflary advices.recommended to minifters;, 
and, in the love of the gofpel, to.be communicated to the feveral meetings. 
of minifters and elders in the yearly-meeting,. as caution and counfel. ~ 


og. Againft undue and reftlefs behaviour, under the miniftry of any friend,_ 
whilft in the unity of the body. 

2. That all be cautious of ufing unneceffary preambles, and laying too 
great ftrefs on their teftimony, by too pofitively afferting a divine motion, 

_ and frequently. repeating: the fame; feeing no fuch pretenfions will obtairr 
credit,. when it is: not manifeftly fo'; and. where it is, the baptizing power of — 
ae truth, accompanying the words, is the beft evidence. ‘ 

3. Againft mifquoting and mifapplying the Holy Scriptures; and it ts: 
defired that all thofe concerned be frequent in reading them. 

4. To be careful how they fall on difputed points in: their teftimony, and* 
making fuch objections as they do not clearly anfwer; and alfo againft’ 
giving repeated expectations of coming to a conclufion, reCORRAESE Te: the. 
people, &c.. 

5. Againft hurting meetings, towards the conclufion, by unneceffary addi- 
tions, when the meeting was left well before. - 

6. Againtt unbecoming tones, founds, geftures, and all affeCtation; which: 
are not agreeable to Chriftian gravity. — : | ¢ 

7. Againft undertaking or running into employments they have no kKnow- 
ledge or experience ‘of. without the- concurrence and advice of friends, as: 

- fome have done, to their own hurt, the injury of others, and’ the reproach: 
of their religious profeffion ; but to.employ themfelves- in bufinefs that they > 
Siva, ATE acquainted. with, to.avoid an idle hfe. 

, % 8. Not to {peak againft perfons, or report things on hearfay ; but to treat 
w At the parties. concerned, and thereby. prevent fowing difcord: . | 
. % 9. That their apparel, and the furniture of their houfes, their tables, and! cea 

“way of living, 1 may be wi aman, moderation: and: cei ati that wae } . ¥e : 
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10. Againft men and women travelling together, as companions in fervice, 
to avoid all occafions of offence thereby. | 

11. To beware of too much familiarity, tending to draw out the affections 
one of another, to their hurt. 7 

32. That miniftering friends be careful not to hurt one another’s fervice in 
public meetings, but every one have a tender regard for others; that nothing 


be offered with a view to popularity, but in humility and the fear of the Lord. 

Bs Againft running, in their own wills, to difturb or interrupt any people 
in their worfhip; or prefuming to prophecy, in their own fpirits, againft any 
mation, city; town, people, or perfon. 

it That minifters, when they travel in the fervice of truth, be careful not 
to make their vifits bé@thenfome, or the gofpel chargeable, 

15. That none fhew or expofe manufcripts, fo as to give expectations of 
their being printed; before-they are approved by the meeting for fufferings. 

16. That minifters and elders be careful to keep their whole converfation 
unfpotted, being examples of meeknefs, temperance, patience and charity. 

And laftly, as prayer and fupplication to God is an efpecial part of his 
worthip, it muft be performed in fpirit and in truth, with a right. underftand- 
ing feafoned with grace. Therefore let minifters be careful how and what 
they offer in prayer, avoiding many words and repetitions, and not to run 
from fupplication into declaration, as though the Lord wanted information ; 
And let all be cautious of too often repeating the High and. Holy Name, or 
his attributes, by a long conclufion ; neither let prayer be in.a formal and 
cuftomary way, to conclude a meeting, without. an awful fenfe of divine 

_affiftance attending the mind. 1703, 1755. 

Agreed that. when public friends have a concern to travel on a. religious, 
vifit, and appoint meetings out of the quarterly-reeting they belong to, or 
ta attend the fittings of neighbouring yearly-meetings, or quarterly-meeting — 
belonging thereunto, they feafonably communicate the fame to the elders of 
their refpective meetings for their advice and concurrence, before they move. 

ae Pod to the aan 2 meeting, in order. for.a certificate, 


‘ * | , sais ‘ . And 


He 
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And when their concern extends to vifiting the churches, within any other 
of the yearly-meetings on this continent, they proceed in like manner. And 
when the monthly-meeting have given their certificate, they acquaint the 
quarterly-meeting therewith for their concurrence, which is to be firft had 
before the friend proceed. And when the concern extends to Europe, or 
beyond fea, as the moft weighty, clear and deliberate evidence fhould be 
obtained in fo important a fervice, in which the reputation of fociety may 


“be more immediately concerned; it is therefore recommended, that unlefs 


{uch confiderations fhould prevent, which the quarterly and monthly-meeting 
may judge fufficient, the approbation of the yearly-meeting of minifters and 
elders fhould be likewife obtained. 


QUERIES of the Yearly-Meeting of Minifters and Elders; 


oe | Are minifters and elders careful duly to attend all their meetings for 
worfhip and dicipline, bringing with them as many of their families as they 
can? And are they good examples in humble waite therein, not giving © 


way to drowfinefs ? 


2. Are minifters found in word and dorine, careful-to minifter in the 
ability God gives, and thereby kept from burthening the living ? 


3. Are the lives and converfations of minifters and elders clean and 


- blamelefs amongft men? Are they in unity one with another, and with the 
meeting they belong to, harmonioufly labouring together for truth’s honour, : 
and careful to give no juft eccafion of offence to any? | , 


4. Do they rule their own houfes well, bringing up their families in plain- 


nefs which truth requires, in drefs, language and true moderation ! ? And . 
care they good examples in thofe refpects themfelves ? | 
f a, Are they peace-makers in families and in the church, not concerned 
ie fin raifing or f{preading evil reports, ner buy bodies where they have no pro~ 
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6. Are they careful to maintain the difcipline in every part thereof, not 
even to hide their own families from truth’s judgment, if occafion be given, 
but impartially to adminifter yuftice as faithful fervants ? 


7. Do any travel abroad as minifters, without being firft cdebueeucaer to. 


and accepted by the quarterly-meeting as fuch? And do any appoint meet- 


ings out of the limits of the quarterly-meeting they belong to, without a cer- 


tificate from the monthly-meeting of bufinefs, or the concurrence thereof ? 


It is further earneftly and affectionately recommended that minifters and — 
elders watch over one another for good, to help thofe who are young in the 


miniftry in the right line, difcouraging forward {pirits that run into words 


without life and power, advifing againtft affeétation of tones and geftures, and 
every thing that would hurt their fervice ; yet encouraging the humble; care- 
ful traveller, fpeaking a word in feafon to them that are weary. And let all | 
dwell in that which gives ability to labour fuccefsfully i in the church of Chrift, 
adorning the doétrine they deliver to others, being examples of the believers. 


in word, in converfation, in charity, in fpirit, in faith, and in purity. 


side dee gr 


MONTHLY-MEETINGS. 


rN the love of Chrift we earneftly exhort you to watch diligently over 
- the flock of God, and deal in due time, and in a fpirit of Chriftian love 
and tendernefs, with all fuch as walk diforderly amongft you, in order to 
reclaim and reftore them by brotherly counfel -and admonition; and when, 
after patient waiting, you find that your Chriftian labour of Jove hath not its 
defired effect, you neglect not to teftify againft and difown fuch perfons, and 
thereby prevent the reproach and difhonour which may be brought upon our - 
holy profeffion through their means, that the end and defign of our wholefome 
“difcipline may be anfwered. | 
We think it both unfeafonable and difhonourable, when perfons apply to 
monthly-meetings on account of marriage, or for relief in cafe of neceffity 
or any fimilar occafion, then to objeét to them fuch offences as the meeting, 
through neglect of their own duty, have fuffered long to pafs by them: unre- 
proved and unnoticed. 1743. 
It is the ancient and conftant fenfe of friends, that any perfon denied by a 
_ monthly-meeting, is adjudged. as difowned by friends, and -to ftand and re- 
main in that ftate, till by his repentance, or by the reverfal of fuch denial . 
by a fuperior meeting, he is reconciled to friends, or reinftated in member- 
fhip among them, with which this meeting hath unity, and therefore: ie rei 
the fame. 14727. ° 
When 2 perfon commits an offence, as foon as it comes to the knowledge 
of the meeting wherein he refides, he not being a member thereof, that. meet- 2 
ing fhall acquaint the meeting of which he is a member therewith. : Bes 
The meeting of which he is a member fhall then proceed to vifit ayrii ae 
deal with him, Galets by reafon of diftance it be not convenient; in which — " 
veale 
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‘cafe they fhall apply to the monthly-meeting in whigoh the offender refides, to 
aét for them and vifit him ; and they fhall report their proceedings to the 
meeting of which he is a member, which meeting fhall receive his acknow- 
ledgment, or difown him, as in their judgment the cafe fhall require. 
If a teftimony of denial’be iffued, a copy thereof fhall be fent to the meet- 
ing in the compa{s of which the offender refides, who fhall acquaint hin 
therewith, and read it in a public meeting, if they fee meet, and acknowledge 
the receipt thereof to the meeting that fent it. 
If the offender remove after dealing be commenced, the meeting that bad 
him under their care fhall continue the fame, if he be equally within their 
reach, or otherwife write to the meeting into the compafs of which he is. 
removed, which meeting fhall proceed therein, and report to the meeting: 
of which he is a member, who. hall receive his acknowledgment, or proceed: 
to deny him as aforefaid. But if the monthly-meeting where the offence is. 
committed judge the cafe to be of fuch a nature as to require their more 
fpeedy-dealing, and even difowning the offender, for the clearing of truth 
according to our ancient care and practice ; they are at liberty fo to do, 
giving the meeting the offender did belong to as early notice thereof as they 
can. 1747, 1782. 
In cafe offenders fhall remove to places not within the acknowledged limits 
_ of any monthly-meeting, it is agreed that they thall be under the care of the 
| - meeting to which they are the neareft fituated. ! 

If the offender cannot be found after reafonable enquiry, the meeting to 
which he belongs, on notice thereof, fhall iffue a teftimony againft him, if 
the nature of the cafe require it, ang acquaint the oniek mectang or meetings 

_ thereof. | 

When a perfon is difowned by a monthly-meeting of which he was a pro- 

- per member, and afterwards removes into, and refides within, the compals ; 
of another meeting, he having come to repentance; and ue defirous to be 
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received and accepted, he fhall be deemed a member of the faid meeting. 
1763. . 

We recommend to friends in their feveral monthly: -meetings, to take efpe- 
cial care to appoint proper, prudent and judicious friends, to vifit their 
brethren in their families, to inform, advife or admonith, purfuant to former 
adwices; and that fuch friends labour faithfully in a fpirit.of love, and in the: 
meeknefs of wifdom, to convince the judgments of their refpective members 
of the neceffity of their coming up with their brethren in practice, agreeable - 
to our Chriftian principle; that fo the feveral branches of the teftimony, 
which truth hath given our ancients and us to bear, may be maintained in-. 
Violate. 1733, 1751. | 

It is recommended, that the book of difcipline be prefent in all our month- 
ly, quarterly and yearly-meetings, that the fame may be confulted as occafion: 
requires ; and as opportunity offers, fuch portions thereof be read in each 
monthly-meeting, the women being prefent, as the elders, overfeers or other 
concerned friends, may from time to time think proper, for the inftruaion,, 
help and furtherance of the young and rifing generation, and fuch as may not: 

otherwife be converfant or acquainted therewith, 
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QURNIUNG HABITS .— 
k RDING to the primitive fimplicity and i innocency of friends, ie < 
the advice of this meeting, that no friends imitate the world in any 

rabi t or otherwife, as marks or tokens of mourning for the dead, . 


‘- A . , - i ‘ 
B. ‘ . 


ft imitating the vain cuftom of wearing or giving mourning, _ 
‘ s about the interment of the dead. oer 
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NEGROES and SLAVES. 


t. FT isthe fenfe of this meeting, that the importation of Negroes from 
their native country and.relations * is. not a commendable nor allow- 
able practice,.and that practice is cenfured by this meeting. 1727. 

2. We fervently warn all in profeffion with us, that they be careful to avoid 
being: any way concerned in reaping: the unrighteous profits of that iniquitous 
practice of dealing in Negroes, and other flaves ; whereby, in the original 
purchafe, one man felleth another as he does the beaft that perifhes, without 
any better pretenfion to.a property in him than that. of fuperior force, in 
direét violation of the gofpel rule, which teaches every one to do as they 
would be done by, and to do good unto all ; being the reverfe of that covet- 
ous difpofition, which furnifhes encouragement to thofe poor ignorant people 
to perpetuate their favage wars, in order. to fupply the demands of this moft 
unnatural traffic, whereby great numbers of mankind, free by nature, are 
- fubjected’ to inextricable bondage ; and which hath often been obferved to. — 
fill their poffeffors with haughtinefs and tyranny, luxury and barbarity ; cor- 
rupting the minds and debafing the morals of their children, to the unfpeak- — 
able prejudice of religion and.virtue, and the exclufion of that holy fpirit of 
univerfal love, meeknefs and charity, which is the unchangeable nature and 
the glory of true Chriftianity: We therefore can do no. lef than with the. 
_ greateft earneftnefs imprefs.it upon friends every where, that they endeavour 
to keep their hands clear of this unrighteous gain of oppreflion. 1760. 

3- It is recommended to friends, who have flaves in poffeffion, to treat — 
them with tendernefs, imprefs God’s fear in their minds, promote. their 

attending. 
_™* This intended as flaves, or againft their confent, 
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attending places of religious worfhip, and sive thofe that are YOURE. 4 at leaft, 
gi learning that they may be capable of reading. 
| It is our fenfe and judgment, that truth not only requires tak the 
young, of capacity and ability, but likewife the aged and impotent, and | 
_ alfo all in a ftate of infancy and non-age among friends, be difcharged and 
fet free from a {tate of flavery; that we do no more claim property in the 
human race, as we do in the brutes that perifh; and it is to be underftood, 
that the aged and impotent, and alfo infants and thofe in their non-age, be 
provided for, brought up and inftructed, as reaene i our Bice | query. 
1773+ . 

Agreed that no friend import, or any ways purchafe, difpofe af or fale man- 
_ kind as flaves; but that all thofe who have been held in a ftate of flavery be 
difcharged therefrom ; that all thofe be ufed well who are under friends 
care, and are not in circumftances, through non-age or incapacity, to minifter 
to their own neceffities ; and that they give thofe that are young fuch an 
education ag become Chriftians, and encourage others in a religious and, 
“virtuous life. 1773s 1780. 


me A) py BE 8: 


DVISED that our Chriftian teftimony be faithfully maintained | 
- againft the burthen and impofition of oaths, according to the exprefs 


prohibition of Chriit, and alfo of the apoftle James, viz. “ Ye have heard 


« that it hath been faid by them of old time, Thow fhalt not forfwear thy> 
“« felf, but fhalt perform unto the Lord thine oaths: But I fay unto you; 
«¢ Swear not at all: Neither by heaven; for it is God’s throne: Nor by the 
“ earth; for it is his footftool: Neither by Jerufalem; for it is the city of 
«¢ the great King. Neither fhalt thou fwear by thy head, becaufe thou canft — 


& not make one hair white or black. But let your communication be, Yea, 


«yea; Nay, nay; for whatfoever is more than thefe cometh of evil,” 

Mat. v. 33—37- | 7 
«¢ But above all things, my brethren, fwear not; neither by heaven, 

«« neither by the earth, neither by any other oath: But let your yea, be yea; 


- and your nay, nay ; left ye fall into condemnation,” James v. 12. 1693. 


Agreed that oaths adminiftered by judges, juftices, felect-men, town-_ 


councils or other officers, who are under the care of friends, is a violation 
of our ancient teftimony ; and that fuch perfons ought to be dealt with as 


offenders. Nor are fuch officers clear, who admit of clerks or others to 
adminifter oaths before thern, when fitting in their office, unlefs there be a 
number of others prefent, not of our fociety, fufficient to authorize the fame, 


1733. | ) : 
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ORPHANS, WILLS, EXECUTORS, &c. 


" arxe WING how quickly many are removed by death, it is weightily 
recommended that care be taken, in each monthly-meeting, that friends 
who have eftates to difpofe of, by will or otherwife, be advifed to make their 
' owills in time of health, and ftrength of judgment, and to difpofe of their 
fubftance as in juftice and wifdom may be to their fatisfaCtion; to prevent 
the inconveniences, lofs and trouble, that may fall upon their relations and 
friends, through their dying inteflate. Making fuch wills, in due time, cam 
fhorten no man’s days ; but the omiffion or delay thereof hiss proved very, 
injurious to many. 1691. x 

Advifed that friends, in making their wills have a ftriét regard to juftice 
and equity, and be not actuated by caprice and prejudice, to the injury of 
‘thofe who may have a reafonable expectation from their kindred and near 
‘connexions ; nor Carry any refentment, though occafion may have been given 
‘or taken, to the grave, remembering we all ftand in need of mercy and 
forgivenefs. Alfo that none poftpone making their wills to a fick bed; an 
improper feafon to fettle our outward affairs, in the painful ftruggles of nature, 
even if we fhould be favoured with a clear underftanding, which ought not 
“to be diverted from a folemn confideration of the approaching awful period 
of life. 

Friends. are earneftly recommended to employ perfons capable, and h 
‘good repute, to write their wills; as great inconvenience and lofs, and inibs * 
times the ruin of families, hath happened through the unfkilfulnefs of fome 
’ who have taken upon them to write wills, being unqualified to act in an 


% 


affair of fuch importance. And all friends, who may become executors or | 


adminiftrators, are advifed to make a full, clear and proper inventory of the 
| P —— ieftate 
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eftate and effeéts of the deceafed, as foon as may be after the interment ; as: Ye 
many difficulties and difputes have arifen for-want of it,. where it hasbeen 


deferred. 1782. 

Recommended that friends, who have young children, do in their wills 
appoint faithful friends to be guardians to them, till they arrive to lawful age: 
That monthly-meetings take care that fiich guardians do difcharge their truft 
with juftice and uprightnefs; and that orphans be admonifiied to be fubjett 


£0 the wills of their deceafed parents, a as the faid sang fhall fee caufe. 


1706. 
_ Executors and truftees, concerned-in wills and -fettlements, are advifed to . 


take e[pecial care that they faithfully difcharge their refpective trufts, accord= _ 
ing to the intent of the donors and teftators ; and that all charitable gifts, lega- 
cies, bequefts, and fettlement of eftates, by will or deed, intended ‘and given 
~~ for the ufe of the poor, the aged, the impotent, or putting poor friends children . 


to education or apprenticefhips, may not be appropriated or converted to any - 
other ufes than fuch as the donors and teftators have directed and enjoined by, 


~ legal fettlement, will, or teftament, 1715. | ‘ 


4. 
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PARENTS and GUARDIANS. 
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EB .do. intreat and defire all parents and governors of families, that ye 


¢ 


diligently lay to heart your work and calling in your generation, for — 


the Lord, and the charge committed to you ; not only in being good examples 
to the younger fort, but alfo to ufe your power in your own families in edu- 
cating your children and fervants in modefty, fobriety, and in the fear of God, 
curbing the extravagant humour in the young ones, when it dothappear; and 


not to indulge or allow of it : For you are fet in your families as judges for _ 
God, and it is you that muft give an account of the power committed to you.’ © 
And when you fee a libertine and wanton fpirit appear in your chddren and ‘ 
_ fervants, that luftcth after the vain cuftoms and fatbions of the world, either 


in habit, or outward adorning, and craves your affiftance and allowance, with~ 
out which it cannot get forward while they are under your government ¢ 
Oh! then look to yourfelves, and difcharge your truft for God, and for the 
good of their fouls, exhorting in meeknefs, and commanding in wifdom ; that 
fo you may minifter and reach to the witnefs, and help them over their 
temptations in the authority of-God’s power; and when they feel themfelves 


helped and delivered, their fouls will blefs God for you, and you will reap. 


the comfort of your labour. 1688. 


We advife and exhort, that all mafters.of families, parents, guardians; and 


tutors of children, would frequently put in practice the calling together of 


| their children and houfhold, to wait upon the Lord in their families; that 


receiving wifdom and counfel from him, they may be enabled feafonably to 
exhort and encourage them to walk in the way of the Lord; to exercifé 
themfelves in reading the Holy Scriptures, and in obferving the duties and 
precepts of holy living therein recommended ; admonifhing them to keep 
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to that plainnefs and fimplicity in apparel, fpeech and behaviour, which the: 


~ fpirit of truth led our forefathers. into, and which becomes the humble, felf-. 


, denying followers of holy Jefus. 1748.. . 
It is our Chriftian and earneft advice and counfel to all friends concerned;. 


(fo far as they are able, or may be capable). to: provide {choolmafters and: 
miftreffes, who are faithful friends, to teach and inftruét their children; and) 


fot to fend them to fuch fchools, where they are taught the corrupt ways,. 
manners, fafhions and language of the world, and of the heathen in their: 
authors, and names of the heathenifh gods and goddeffes,, tending oreatly to: 
corrupt and alienate the mindg of children into-an averfenefs or oppofition: 


to the truth, and the fimplicity of ic: But totake care that you train up your” 


children in the good nurture, admonition and fear of the Lord, ‘in that plain= 


nefs and language which become truth., And parents and matters, 8c. to be: 


good examples to them, in a fober and godly converfation, and plainnefs of 


{peech ; and not to ufe the word you, or ye, to a-child or fervant, &c. nor. 


fuffer your fubftance to be beftowed on your children, co furnifh them with, 
fuch things as tend to pride, and to.lift them up in vanity, or affect them with: 
the vain fafhions of the world. ‘ 1690. _ 

It being under confideration how: friends chitaven miohe be difpofed of, 
_ that are rrained up in the way of truth, and fit to be put forth apprentices; it 


is the advice and counfel of friends, that fpecial care be taken to put them 


apprentices to honeft friends, that they may. be preferved in the bg of truths 
1697. 

And that friends of all degrees take due ¢ care to bring up their children in 
fome ufeful and neceffary employments, that they may not fpend their pre- 
cious time in idlenefs,, which is.of evil example, and tends much ta their hurt. 
_ ¥793- | 
And it is agreed that none. be placed out to any not of our faciety, unlefs. 
fome fpecial circumftance may induce the monthly-meeting to think i¢: 
beft; and when any parent or guardian thinks any fuch fpecial circumftance 
‘do attend, they may lay the fame before. the monthly-meeting where they be- 


longs. 


“: 


by 


PARENTS and GUARDIANS, og 

¥"y ay 
long, who are to appoint a.committee to examine, confider and report the 
fame, and the meeting to advife accordingly as may appear beft; and it 15 


‘agreed that no friend’s child be placed out to any not of our fociety, without 


firft having the approbation or confent of the monthly-meeting where they 
belong ; and when any parents or guardians do act contrary thereto, they be 
dealt with as thofe who refufe the advice and difregard the unity of the body. 

And it is recommended to all friends who. take apprentices, to feek for 
and give preference to our own members, and to be moderate in their 


__terms, that the children of the poorer fort in an efpecial manner may be brought 


up to fuch trades and bufinefs as may, with the Lord’s bleffing on their pru<_ 


dence and induftry, procure for them. fuch a.living as will.be to their coms. 
fort, and the reputation of fociety. 
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/ 


T is alfo our concern to exhort all friends, both men and women, to 
watch againft the growing fin of pride, and beware of adorning them- 
felves in a manner difagreeable to the plainnefs and fimplicity of the truth 
we make profeffion of. Qh! that they would duly confider that fevere re- 
proof which the Lord, by the mouth of his prophet, pronounced againft- the 
haughty daughters of Zion, Ifaiah iii. where it defcribes even the particularities 
of their dreffings and ornaments, fo difpleafing to the Lord, and drawing down 
his judgments upon them.’ If thofe things in that time were fo offenfive in 
the eyes of the Lord, how much more {fo are they now, in a people profeffing 
the plainnefs and fimplicity which the gofpel of Chrift recommends? 


«¢ T will,” faith the apoftle Paul, ‘‘ that women adorn themfelves in modeft 


« apparel, with fhamefacednefs and fobriety ; not with broidered hair, or gold, 
“* or pearls, or coftly array; but, which becometh women profeffing godlinefs, 
« with good works,” 1 Tim. ii. 9, 10; where he plainly fheweth that fuch 
 adornings are contrary tothe profeffion of godlinefs. The apoftle Peter alfo 
is very full in his exhortations on this fubjeét;. “* Whofe adorning,” fays he, 
“ let it not be that outward adorning of plaiting the hair, and of wearing of 
‘* gold, and of putting on of apparel ; but let it be the hidden man of the heart, 
“in that which is not corruptible, even the ornament of a meek and quiet’ 
‘¢ fpirit, which is in the ficht of God of great price; for after this manner, 
in the old time,. the holy women alfo, who trufted in God, adorned them- 
** felves,” 1 Pet. iii. 3,.4, 53 platnly intimating, that thofe who of old were 
holy, and did truft in God, placed not their delight in fuch ornaments. Oh, 
that ye would weigh and confider thefe things! « Let your moderation be 
“known unto all men, and gneve not Ute Holy Spirit of God; but be ye 
3 s¢ followers 
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«« followers of him, as dear children, walking circum{peétly, not as fools, but é 
* as wife, redeeming the time, becauife the days are evil.” 1739. 

Let not any fuch as degenerate, in thefe refpects, excufe’their own weak- 
nefs, under a pretence of the mifcondué of fome, who have appeared outwardly 
plain ; an objection of very little weight: For did they rightly confider, they 
would clearly fee, that the very reafon why deceivers fometimes put on Blain 
apparel, is, becaufe true men have been accustomed to wear it. 

We alfo tenderly advife, that friends take heed, efpecially thofe who fhould 
be exemplary to others under their care, that they exercife plainnefs of {peech, 
without refpect of perfons, in all their converfe among men ; and not-baulk 
their teftimony by a cowardly compliance, varying their language according 
to their company: A practice ‘of very ill example to our obferving youth, 
and rendering thofe who ufe it contemptible, and looked upon as a kind of 
hypocrites, even by thofe with whom they fo comply : Such a mean-fpirited 
practice feems to be cautioned againft by the apoftle, when he advifes, 1 Tim. 
«< That the deacons be grave, not double-tongued.;” a caution plainly import- 
ing, that it is inconfiftent with the gravity of the gofpel. 1743. 

Where any do not keep themfelves, or their children, in moderation and 
plainnefs, in eefture, fpeech, apparel, and furniture of their houfes ; or accuf- 
tom themfelves, or fuffer their children, to-ufe the corrupt and unfcriptural 
language of (you) to afingle perfon; or to call the days or months by the 
names given them by the heathen, in honour to their idols, contrary to the 
ancient advices of friends, to which we refer: It is defired and advifed, that 
friends from time to time, as fuch things appear, be ftirred up in the wifdom 
of truth, to take due and prudent care therein ; and if any, by continuing in 

fuch practices, reject the advice and labour of their friends, then let fuch 
~ eafes be brought forward to the monthly-meeting, for further care and deal- 
ing, as may appear neceffary, for the fupport of our Chriftian teftimony. 
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I T H refpect to the poor amongtt us, it ought to be confidered, that 
the poor, both parents and children, are of our family, and ought not 
to be turned off to any others for their fupport or education ; and although 


_fome may think the poor a burthen, yet be it remembered, when-our poor 


are well provided for, and walk orderly, they are an ornament to our fociety ; 
and the rich fhould confider it is more bleffed to give than to receive, and 
that he who giveth to the poor, lendeth to the Lord, who will repay. 1718. 

As mercy, compaffion and charity, are eminently required in this new- 
covenant difpenfation we are under ; fo, refpecting the poor and indigent 
among us, and to fee there be no beggar in our Ifrael, it is the advice of this - 
_ meeting that all poor friends be taken due care of, and none of them fent to 
the town or parifh to be relieved; and that nothing be wanting for their 
neceflary fupply ; which has been according to our ancient practice and tefti- 
mony. And it has long been of good report, that we have not only main- 
tained our own poor, but-alfo contributed our fhare to the poor of the refpec- 
tive towns and parifhes wherein we dwell. 1720. 

_Advifed that where friends want ability in the world, their monthly and 
quarterly-meetings affift them, that the children of the poor may have due 
help of education, inftruction, and neceffary learning ; and that the children 
both of the rich and the poor may early be provided with ufeful employments, — 
that they may not grow up in idlenefs, loofenefs and vice ; but that being 
feafoned with the truth, taught our holy felf-denying way, and fanétified of 
God, they may become a reputation to our holy profeffion, the comfort of, 
their honeft parents, inftrumental to the glory of God, and the good of the 

fucceeding generations, 1709. 
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And as one of the firft and great caufes which engaged our ancient friends. 
to the orderly eftablifhing our Chriftian difcipline, was the care of the poor; 
and as expences muft necefflarily arife for their fupport and education, it is re- 
commended to each monthly-fneeting, of men and women friends, that they be 
open-hearted and liberal in their fubfcriptions for the fupply of the poor ; 
and that a treafurer be appointed to receive the fame, and open to each meeting 
of men and women; and two or more fuitable friends, men and women, be 
annually appointed as overfeers of the poor, whofe bufinefs and duty it fhould, 
be to vifit, infpect and relieve them, as -becometh the followers of Chrift ; 
and that two or more friends be appointed as an audit to fettle the treafurers: 
and overfeers accounts. 


Doar 


QUARTERLY-MEETINGS. 


H EN a quarterly-meeting hath come to a judgment refpecting any 
difference, relative to any monthly-meeting belonging to them, and. 

notified the fame in writing to fuch monthly-meeting, the faid monthly- 
meeting ought to fubmit to the judgment of the quarterly-meeting ; but if 
fuch monthly-meeting fhall not be fatisfied therewith, then the monthly-meet- 
ing may appeal to the yearly-meeting, againft the judgment and determination _ 

_ of the quarterly- -meeting. 

And if a monthly-meeting fhall refufe to take the sivice and fabmit to 
the judgment of the quarterly-meeting, and notwithftanding will not appeal 
againft the determination of the faid meeting to the yearly-meeting; in fuch 


cafe, the quarterly-meeting fhall be at liberty either to diffolve fuch monthly- 


meeting, or bring the affair before the next or fucceeding yearly-meeting. 

_ And in cafe a quarterly-meeting fhall diffolve a monthly-meeting, the 
diffolved monthly-meeting, or any part thereof, in the name of the faid meet- 
ing, fhall be at liberty to appeal to the next or fucceeding yearly- -meeting, 

_againft fuch diffolution; but if the diffolved monthly-meeting, or a part 
thereof in its behalf, fhall not appeal to the yearly-meeting, the quarterly- 
meeting fhall join the members of the faid late monthly-meeting, to fuch 

© her monthly-meetings as they may think moft convenient ; and until fuch 

ime, fhall take care that no inconvenience doth thereby enfue to the members 
fach diffolved meeting, fefpe@ting any branch of our difcipline. 

») And if any of the monthly-meetings, to which the quarterly-meeting fhall 
join the whole-or apart of the late monthly- meeting, do think. themfelves 
agerieved, they fhall be at liberty to appeal againft the quarterly-meeting to 

ei ou the a fei % ; and until fuch appeal is heard and determined, the 
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friends added by the * ght -meeting to them, fhall be deemed their: mem- 


bers. 1743. 
All minutes and written epiftles from the Eres ubhetibie are to be enter= 


ed by the quarterly-meeting in fair books, properly kept, that all friends of © 
the faid quarter may have recourfe to them, as occafion fhall require. 1727. 


It is recommended to the feveral quarterly-meetings, that there be held a — 
meeting for divine worfhip, on the firft day of holding each quarterly-meet- 
ing, preceding their opening the bufinefs, according to the ancient and gene- 
ral practice of friends; and that the feveral meetings be held as follow, viz. 

Rhode-Ifland quarter, on the fifth day before the fecond fixth day of the 
following months, as ufual: At Swanzey, in the firft month; Greenwich, in 
the fourth month ; Smithfield, in the feventh month ; Dartmouth, in the 
tenth month ; and contain§ the following monthly-meetings, viz. Rhodes 


| Ifland, Dartmouth, Greenwich, Smithfield, Swanzey, Kingfton, Acoaxet, Uxe 


bridge and Providence. Salem quarterly-meeting to be held at Hampton, the 


Cae “feventh day before the firft firft day in the third month; Salem, the fir 
‘ és _— fixth day in the fixth month; Falmouth, the feventh day before the fourth 


o ‘firlt day in the ninth month; Dover, the feventh day before the firft firft day 


in the twelfth month; confifting of the faid four montlily-meetings of Salem, 


| Hampton, Dover and Falmouth. Sandwich quarterly-meeting to be held 


© at Falmouth, the fecond fixth day in the'twelfth month ; Sandwich; the fixth 


j day before the la(t firft day in the third month; Nantucket, the third day _ 
after the fourth fixth day in the fixth month; Long-Plain, the feventh day - 


a before the fecond ‘fixth day in the tenth month 5 and is compofed of three 
ee Mpoarhly: -mectings, viz. Sandwich, Nantucket and Pembroke. = 
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T is the fenfe and judgment of this meeting, that it will tend to the benea 
fit of the fociety, that the following queries be fent to the feveral quar- 
terly, monthly and preparative-meetings, with the advice to be read preced- 
ing, as follows : | | | 
It is recommended that all contention and perfonal reflexions. be kept out ke 
_ of our meetings: That all friends be careful to keep out of heats and paf- a 
fions, and doubtful difputations ; ; and that we fuffer no turbulent, contentious 


perfon amongft us, in ordering and managing the affairs of truth; but that eis 

the fame be managed in the peaceable {fpirit and wifdom of Jefus, with ; ‘aie 

é : decency, forbearance and love, to each other. | ; Cs ana a 
1. Are all meetings for religious worfhip and difcipline duly attended, === 


the hour obferved; and are friends preferved from fleeping, or Ay ed ae . 


» unbecoming behaviour therein ? Oe Sa per rei aN 
2. Is love and:unity maintained amongft you, eas becames-the- shi pk aE 

af Chest? jm tale-beamnp, -beck- biting, ond evik~repoees, difeuseged ? ¢ “308 
Aes where any differences arife, are endeavours ufed fpeedily to end them? ‘ ra el 
3. Are friends careful to bring up thofe under their direction in plaing ty 
_meis of fpeech, behaviour and apparel ?. To reftrain them from reading) per- i) ue 
- nicious books, and the corrupt converfation of the world? Are they good — ‘ 
Kz xamples herein shemiclves: ? And are the sett Beds hl frequently. read st 
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moderation and temperance, on the account of births, marriages, burials, 
and other like occafions ? . 

s. Are the circumftances of the poor, and fuch as appear likely to need 
affiftance, duly infpeéted ; and their neceffities relieved, or they affifted in 
fuch bufinefs as they are capable of? Do their children freely partake of © 
learning, to fit them for bufinefs ? And are they, and other friends children, 
placed among friends ? | 

6. Do parents and guardians difcountenance thofe under their care accom- 
panying on account of marriage, without their confent ? And:do none unmar- 
ried make or admit propofals, or accompany with each other on thataccount, 
without the confent of their parents or guardians firft obtained ? Or with 


—thofe not of our fociety, on that account? And do all friends difcounte- 


nance diforderly marriages ? 
“4. Do you maintain a faithful teftimony againft the payment of priefts 
wages, bearing of arms, training, or other military matters ? Againft being 


ae concerned in property taken in war, buying or vending goods fufpected to 
_be run, and againft making of falfe entries, to evade the payment of 
rae duties ° 


8. Are friends Seite aad to page their afta, terike ni ac- 
counts, ane RK thes wat Je hex ereins 
Sa iaathiheey-? emia are »~public gifts and legacies eae the fei ine 
- tended by the donor ? 3 
g. Are friends careful to maintain our teftimony faithfully againft flavery ? 


“x0. Are there any friends deficient in: performing their promifes, or pay- 
a: their juft debts, of that launch inte bufinefs’ beyond their ability to manage 
in the truth ? And where any give reafonable grounds of fear, on eitherof 
or thele accounts, is the neceffary labour timely beftowed for the preiecrva a8 MY 


of our teftimeony ? 


ar, Are 


‘ 
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rr. Are friends careful to have all their marriages, births, deaths and 
burials, duly recorded? And are there any friends, removed from or come 
amongft us, without certificates ? 

12. Do you take -due care regularly to deal with all BE a in the firit 
of meeknefs and wifdom, without partiality or unneceffary delay ? And is 
judgment placed where it appears Recta in the authority of truth, accord- 
ing to our difcipline ? 

And in order to render the faid queries more effectual, it is dipadted that 
the anfwers be full and explicit, comprizing the fubftance of every part of 
each query, in order that this meeting being rightly informed of the ftate of 
the church in general, the needful.advice and affiftance may .be duly admi- 
niftered. 1761. | 

That to this purpofe they be firft read in. the preparative-meetings pre 
ceding the quarterly-meeting, and diftiné anfwers given thereto in faid meets 
ings ; and thofe anfwers carried to their refpective monthly-meetings, where > 
the queries are alfo to be read, and the anfwers aforefaid ; and thofe anfwers — 
digefted in each monthly-meeting, and fent from thence to the quarterly- 
meeting, where the queries are to be again read, and the anfwers thereto, ae 
which came from the monthly-meetings ; anda fummary account made in the fs 
quarterly-meeting, comprehending the ftate thereof, founded on the anfwers 
to the queries, to be entered on their records, and tranfmitted to the yearly- 
“meeting, and there read; and a fummary of the mers to be entered in the 
yearly-meeting book. 

And that the minutes and reports, which go from inferior to fuperior 
meetings, be figned by their refpective clerks. 


« 


eee ee OP LO Ree Doe & 


T is concluded that there be entered on ‘our ‘records, ‘befide the ufual 
minutes of our proceedings, all the conclufions, advices and epiftles, which 
go from hence, both with the meetings we correfpond with abroad, and the 
quarterly-meetings; and a fummary account of the anfwers to ) the queries 
from the feveral quarters. 
And that quarterly-meetings record all epiftles, advices and conclufions, 
“received from this meeting ; a fummary-account of the ftate of the monthly- 
‘meetings, from the anfwers to the queries quarterly ; and all their proceed- 
ings, Mision: and advices, whether by epiftie or otherwife. 
And that monthly-meetings record, befide the ufual minutes and conclu- 
‘fions, all epiftles of advice, and the conclufions of this and the quarterly- 


‘meeting they belong to; marriage certificates, with the witneffes at large ; 


births, deaths, burials; all papers of acknowledgment, and teftimonies of 
«denial ; all certificates of removal, from or to the meeting, and of friends that 
travel in the miniftry ; letters of correfpondence with other meetings, and an 
saccount of all fufferings for our Chriftian teftimony ; a copy of which 
‘account is to be fent’up to the meeting for fufferings, and after being examin- 
‘ed and approved, to be there alfo recorded ; and that all our books of record 
have proper alphabets at the end, that recourfe may be had more readily to 
any particular, when occafion requires. 

That friends be careful to have all books of record well bound in leather 
or parchment ; and that they be kept ina fecure place, fo as not to be damaged 
by wet or moifture, 
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REMOVALS and SETTLEMENTS. 


~ 


NH A-T no friends remove from-one monthly-meeting to-another, with~ 
: out firft acquainting the monthly-meeting to which they belong there= 
of, in order for their brotherly advice and counfel in that refped. 
~And where any fo remove, they are to apply for, and if no objection appears 
wegaing it, to have a certificate of their life, converfation and circumftance, 
according to truth:and juftice, as they may deferve from the faid meeting ; 
to be produced to fuch monthly-meeting within whofe limits they are. going 
to refide; and that fuch friend or friends fhall from thenceforward be deemed 
members of the meeting they fo remove unto,. except they were infolvent, 
or had been:relieved by the meeting recommending, or fome other meeting 
on their behalf, within the term of three years preceding the.delivery of fuch 
certificate ; but if any friend or friends, who have delivered a certificate, fhall 
fall into neceffitous citcumftances, and fhall afk and receive any relief within 
_the above limited time of three years, not having contributed to or been 
employed in any fervice of the church, by the meeting they were recommend- 
-ed to, fuch friend *or friends fhall then continue to belong to the meeting 
-from whence they were recommended ; yet the tnéeting within the compafs 
of which they refide fhall affift and relieve them, and give notice thereof to 
the meeting which recommended them ; and upon that meeting’s receiving 
fuch notice, they fhall immediately take the neceffary care of them, and repay 
the charges the meeting to which they were recommended has been at on 
their account. ah BeOS | 
And that no friend gain a fettlement by marriage-certificate, or other 
recommendation, unlefs a removal be expreffed therein. 
Reani | Agreed, 
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Agreed, when any friend removes without applying fora certificate, the- 
monthly- meeting from whence he removed fhould, as fpeedily as they can, ace 
guaint the monthly-meeting within whofe limits he or fhe refides, of the cir- 


cumftances in which they left them, in order for their knowledge and care. 
in dealing with them for fuch neglect; and if, after-their.difcharging a Chriftian . 


duty towards them, they cannot be brought to a proper. fenfe of their irregu- 


larity, fo as to comply with what is directed in fuch cafes,. that they, upon. 
information thereof being received by the meeting from whence they re-. 
moved, faid meeting fhould have liberty-to. make a record-on their. minutes, , 
fetting forth their difapprobation of fuch conduét; and that the faid perfon, 
having difregarded the good order of our religious fociety, has thereby 
rendered him or herfelf unworthy of memberfhip among us; a copy of which, 


minute fhould be fent to the monthly-meeting where they refide, to be deliver-. 


ed to them, after which, if a hufband or a father, a certificate fhould be fent. 
for the wife and children of fuch perfon, if any there be; or, if a mother, for the. 
children; neverthelefs. it is not hereby intended to leffen the authority given: 
to monthly-meetings, within whofe limits any perfon may fo remove and: — 


afterwards mifbehave, from dealing with and teftifying apaia them, , if they: 
fhould fee caufe. 
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SALUTATION S. 


DVICE given againft a declenfion crept in among us by unbecoming 

; & geftures, in cringing and bowing the body by way of falutation, which 
Qught not.to be taught or countenanced. 1713, 

{See’ Plainnefs.} 


a 
byte 


roaiie te 9 


i 


yh 


PMs 


sf uaz. 


Ua opeaams = Wasa © cliad 9 tak J aa 


~ DVISED.- that fchool-mafters and miftreffes, who. are faithful friends, 
“X& and well qualified; be encouraged in all places where there may be 
need ; and that care be taken, that poor friends children may freely partake 
of fuch education, as may tend to.their benefit and advantage, in order to: 
apprenticefhip. 1695. | 
Quarterly and monthly-meetings are defired t® take Aare, that in all places. 
where fchools are fet up for teaching of friends children, the matters be dili- 
_gent to improve and forward their fcholars in learning, and to keep them 
out of every thing that would corrupt good manners. 1697. 


It is the renewed cencern of this meeting, to recommend a care for the off=. © 


fpring of fuch parents, whofe earnings or income are. fo fmall,,as to render: 
them incapable of giving their.children a fuitable and- guarded education, A 
and that efpecially from home, by which they may be prevented from mixing. 
with others not of our religious perfuafion, which fo-often Jeads. into hurtful» 
habits, from which they are not afterwards eafily reclaimed ; and as fome of 
our members may incautioufly permit theif offspring to fuffer this great lofs, | 
rather than apply for affiftance from their monthly-meetings, it is recommend- 
-ed to friends in every monthly-meeting to feek out fuch of their members as 
-Anay be thus ftraightened, and adminifter to their help ; and it is defired that 

_ fich will receive the falutary aid with a willing mind, and thankfuloefs to. 
the great Author of all good: 1777. 

It is advifed that each monthly-meeting appoint a folid, judicious coms. 
mittee, whofe care fhould be to meet as often as occalion requires, and con-. 
’ fale together, and amit friends in procurme friends to teach {chools, and to. 
advife and affift them inthe. regulation thereoty and encourage friends to fend: 


their children to.the fame... 
And 
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And it is our advice, that no friend, after the prefent :contratts expire, 
fend their children to any other fchool‘but fuch as are kept ‘by a member of 
‘our fociety, and under the: regulation of friends, without the particular circum- 
ftances attending are fuch as-the fchool-committee of the monthily-meetings 
may think it beft.; and particularly the fchool-committee of friends every 
‘where, throughout the ‘yearly-meeting, are defired to pay fpecial attention 
to give the poor of fociety fuch an education as may fit them for bufinefs. 
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ECOMMENDED as an incumbent duty on friends, to caufe their 
children to be frequent in reading the Holy Scriptures, and in obferv- 


ing to them the examples of fuch children, as in Scripture are recorded ‘to’ 
have early learned the fear of the Lord, and hearkened to his counfel : Inftruct- _ 


ing them in the fear and dread of the Lord; planting upon their [pirits 


impreffions of reverence towards God, from whom they ‘have their daily _ 


fupport ; fhewing them they ought not to offend him ; but love, ferve, and 
honour him, in whofe hand all bleffings are. 1709. 

It is alfo ferioufly advifed, that no friends fuffer romances, play-books, or 
other vain and idle pamphlets, in their houfes or families, which tend to cor- 
Tupt the minds of youth; but, inftead thereof, that they excite them to the 
reading the Holy Scriptures, and other religious books. Let the Holy 
Scriptures be early taught our youth, diligently fearched, and ferioufly read 
by friends, with due regard to the Holy Spirit from whence they came, and 
by which they are truly opened: For they contain excellent dottrine, rules 
and precepts, divine and moral. 1720. } 

And, dear friends, inafmuch as the Holy Scriptures are the external means 
of conveying and preferving to us an account of the things moft furely to 


be believed concerning the coming of our Lord Jefus Chrift in the flefh, and | 


the fulfilling the prophefies relating thereto; we therefore recommend to all 


friends, efpecially elders in the church, and matters of families, that they would, 


both by example and advice, imprefs on the minds of the younger a reverent 
efteem of thofe facred writings, and advife them to a frequent reading and 
_ meditating therein; and that you would, at proper times and feafons, when 


you find your minds rightly difpofed thereunto, give the youth to under- 
S ftand, 


ae 
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ftand, that the fame good experience of the work of fanctification, through the: 
operations of the Spirit of God, which the Holy Scriptures plentifully bear- 


teftimony to, is to be witneffed by believers in all generations,.as well as by 


- thofe in the firft ages of Chriftianity; in which-cafe fome account of our own: — 


experience will be helpful to'them; and this we recommend as the moft ef- 


fe&ual means of begetting and eftablifhing in their minds a firm belief of the: 


Chriftian doétrine in general, as well as the neceffity of the aid and help of the: 
operations of the Holy Spirit of God in the hearts of men in particular, con-. 
tained in that moft excellent book the Bible; and for the preferving them: 
from being defiled with the many pernicious notions and principles, contrary: 
to. fuch found doétrine, which are at this time induftrioufly difperfed in this, 
country, to the reproach of the Chriftian profeffion in general. 1728. 

And in order to render thefe advices more effectual, we further. tenderly, 
recommend to all heads of families, that they do frequently call their chil- 
dren and fervants together; and,. in a folenin way; audibly read, or caufé ta; 
be read, the Holy Scriptures; and in fo doing that they humbly wait upon. 


God with their families, for inftruétion and counfel to them, refpecting: © 
Chriftian faith and practice, according to the former. advices of.this meeting... — 


Ca 


Sleeping in our religious Meetings. 


ee ae CH as our religious meetings are to be attended for the 
Sek honour and worfhip of our Almighty Creator, the promotion and en- 
_ largement of our own peace, and good example to others; it is.an incumbent. 
duty of every member of our fociety reverently to attend'them; waiting for - 
and obeying the meafure of grace and light received ; fuch therefore who 
fo far neglect their duty herein as to fleep, or by nodding or bowing the 
head, or other apparent figns of fleep, reproach themfelves, bring a burthen 
on the faithful, and difhonour the.truth, are to be treated tenderly with for 
their recovery ; and if, after due waiting and admonition in meeknefs and wif- 
dom, any fhall continue.in fo difreputable and difhonourable a practice, they — 
be not employed nor active in any calling, bufinefs or appointment of fociety, 
until an overcoming be witneffed, to the fatisfaction of the brethren: And if © 
he or fhe be fuch as have ufually fat facing the meeting, whether minifter, 
elders or others, they withdraw from fuch feats, that their ill example and re- 
proach may be leffened, and take their feats with the members at large, un- 
til they and friends are fenfible of an overcoming the fin that thus eafily befets 
them. And, “Brethren, if a man be overtaken with a fault, ye which are {pi- 
“¢ ritual reftore fuch an one in the fpirit of meeknefs, confidering thyfelf, left 
** thou alfo be tempted,” Gala, vi, 1. 
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SPIRITUOUS LIQUORS. 


\H E exceffive ufe of fpirituous liquors, of all kinds, having for a long 
time been feen by our fociety to be a practice tending to lead from 
calmnefs and innocency, to the many evils which are the confequences of 
intemperance ; and aconcern having arofe for the fpreading of this teftimony, 
not only tothe difufe of diftilied fpirituous liquors among us, except as ,. 
medicine, bur that others alfo may by our. example be encouraged to reftrain 
its.ufe within the limits of truth : We recommend to all friends every where, 

_ carefully to look at the motives of being concerned therewith, not only of 
ufing but diftilling, importing, trading in. or. handing eut to others,. who: 
from habit may have acquired a thirft and inclination after it, tending to: 
their hurt. We tenderly advife all fuch as are concerned therein, to. center 
down to: the principle leading to univerfal righteoufnefs ; and as we appre- 
hend a continuance in fuch. practicés. will, in. this: day of light, weaken the 
hands not only of thofe individuals:concerned to further the reformation, but: 
tend greatly to obftruct. fociety. from holding up aftandard:to this important. 
teftimony, as becometh our holy: profeffion.. 

We entreat therefore thofe who have began well,. “and made advances in: 
the way towards their own peace, that as foon as may be they forbear the 
faid practices, that a line may in due. time be drawn,;and the ftandard raifed: 
and f{pread.to the. nations. tings 
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SPORTS and GAMING. 


DVISED that fuch be dealt with as run races, either on. horfeback. 
or on foot; or otherwife lay wagers, or ufe any kind of gaming, or. 
_needlefs and vain fports, or paftime :: For our time fwiftly paffeth away ; and: 
- our pleafure and.delight ought to be in the law of the Lord. 1719. 
And friends.are advifed againt attending fuch places, on. any account,. 
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A GREED that a colleftion be occafionally made for defraying the 
A expences of fociety, and that.it be lodged in the hands of a treafurer to 
‘be annually appointed, and fubje&t to be drawn out for the fervice-of truth, 
by the meeting for fufferings, who are to account for-the fame; the treafurer’s 
_-accounts to be audited annually by a committee, to be from time to time 
appointed for that purpofe. 
The fums which may ‘be thought neceffary to be:raifed, is agreed to oe 
proportioned to each quarter by their reprefentatives prefent, from time to 


time ; and each quarterly-meeting is defired to be punctual in fending-up 
the fame accordingly. 
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PON confideration of fufferings in general, it is advifed that.in cafes 

of difficulty, and where friends who are ‘fufferers ftand in need of 
vadvice in any particular cafe, they fend up their refpective cafes to the meet- 
ing for fufferings. 1682. 

_ That friends be careful of entangling themfelves in law, becaufe of fome 
fmall irregularity in the proceeding ; but if the law be materially tranfgreffed, 
and the feverity of it-exceeded by the perfecutor, that friends ufe their free- 
dom, upon ferious and good advice among themfelves, fo as the teftimony of 
truth.may be kept clear over all, 1676, 
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TESTIMONIES and MEMORIALS. 


[;. is recommended to the quarterly and monthly-meetings, to appoint: 
_fuitable friends to collect memorials of the living fervices and dying fay-. 
ings of minifters, elders and other friends, whofe lives are remarkable for true: 
piety and faithfilnefs;. with the time of their birth and death as near as may: 
be, with a diftin@tion. between minifters, elders. and others, and. where they. 
lived ; _and that fuch:colletions, be infpected by each quarterly and monthly- 
- meeting; and from thence fend them up to this.meeting, to be again. infpected. 
by a. committee, and when approved by. this-meeting to, be. here recorded, | 
1760.. 

It is the judgment of this.meeting, that it may. be beft to read all teftimo- 
- mies of denial in-a public meeting, except monthly-meetings. confider the- 

_perfon or-perfons.difowned: to have. lived fuch lives that they have not.been. 
deemed members among friends, by- people not of our fociety;, or unlefs it: 
fhall appear, to the fatisfaction of the monthly-meeting, fuch publication may: 
be injurious.to the caufe of truth:- That acknowledgmentsfrom perfons.reftor- 
ed be publithed, fo.far.as in beft wifdom the monthly-meetings may judge. © 
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DBVISED that none launch into'trading; and worldly bufinefs, beyond 
what they can manage honourably and with reputation; fo that they. 

may Keep their words with all men, that their yea may prove yea indeed, 
and their nay, nay; for whatfoever is otherwife cometh of evil; and that they, 
ufe few words in’ their dealings, left they bring difhonour to God through 
their forwardnefs; and fuch as make themfelves guilty, by thus difhonouring 
God, and: the holy profeffion of his name and truth, are forjudgment, and 
the judgment of truth ought to. be fet.over. them, that thofe who walk and. 
abide in the truth may be clear of their i iniquities. » 1675, 1688. | ( 

Tt is advifed, and earneftly defired, that the payment of juft debts be not: 
delayed by any profefling truth, beyond the time promifed and agreed upon’; 
nor occafion given of complaint to:thofe they. deal. with, by their backward 
nefs of payment, where-no:time is limited.; nor any to overcharge themfelyes 
with’ too much trading; or with bufinefs beyond their. capacities and abilities, 
to manage in the truth, 

It is the advice of this meeting, to the feveral vs ilctasiemusdestaa i that 
care may be taken, that fubftantial friends be appointed to vifit every family 
amongft'us; where they think there is occafion to fufpe& they are going 
backwards in their worldly eftate, in a manner that may be-to'the ill, example 
of others, or prejudice of creditors ; and’ to enquire and. fee how things are 
withithem, advifé them. in tendernefs. according.to our difcipline.;. and if they 
_ donot manifeft:.a difpofition to.take fuch.advice, and, comply. with it, then 

to ‘pive them gofpel order, and proceed: therein againit them. isn a 

~ And, dear friends, this meeting being under an holy care and deep concern, 
&: the glory of eo the honour of our holy. profeffion, and fafety and 
Beiscby, | growth, 
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‘growth of every member of the body; -do advife and counfel all friends, for 
‘their own good, that they keep to fuch lawful and honeft employments as 
‘they well underftand, and-are able to. manage, for a neceffary fupport of - 
‘themfelves and families ; and not to-launch out beyond their abilities, ef{pe- 
‘cially upon fuch credit as truth may have given them with their brethren or 
‘others, and. more ‘at their hazard who truft them than their-own, which is 

‘not Only a‘difhonour to truth; but difhonéft as men, and fuch> cannot ‘be 
‘Owned in fich things to have place in the body.- 1710. | sid 
_ Advifed that fuch be dealt with as trade by fea or land, or wi ‘banat 
‘Or contract, beyond their abilities:; and fuch as keep not. their. words, -pro- 
*mifes or engagements,.in their dealings ; and do not. payor fatisfy their juft 
-debts, according to time agreed'on. Thefe being a reproach to truth, and 3 
a manifeft injury:and injuftice, advice to all fuch fhould be fpeedily: given, . 
‘and if they do not reclaim, - ‘amend -and sly aaa IAG they are to -be further 
ee apainit.. “1719. 3 | : die 
‘It is earneftly: defired, that all friends every. hb te very: caehTil to: et 
all inordinate purfuits after the things of this world, by fuch ways and means 
‘as depend too much-upon the uncertain probabilities of hazardous enter- 
‘prizes ; but rather:labour to: content’ themfelves: with fuch a. plain way and 
-manner of ‘living, as is molt apreeable to'the felf-denying. principle: ‘of truth 
‘which we. profefs, andwhich is moft conducive’to that tranquility of:mind ° 
*that is requifite ‘to :avreligious conduct seid a) <h world. 
1724. * | etch ange 
Advifed that a confcientious: care 2 dwell on. all: ‘our rhinds, not spi to -be 
-jutt in-our trade ‘and. dealing, neither deceiving the’ buyer in-what we fell, of 
falfifying the balances; but that we keep to our: promifes, and pay ouf debts — 
‘in due time ;*not exceeding our circumftances ‘or reafonable: expectations 1n 
-our way: of living, nor engaging-in- hazardous. thingsimore out of vanity than - 
neceflity. And it-is our advice, when any*profefling: truth finds:himéelfsnot - 
able to comply ‘with his contracts, that he’ call-his creditors, and declare\his 
condition ‘in’time, and: by: fhewing the honefty: of his intentions may clear. the. 
| | te fociety 
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‘fociéty from any fcandalous imputations; and where any fo circumftanced 
»refufes to do fo, let him be duly cenfured.- And, on the other hand, we are 
to remind you to take heed and beware of covetoufnefs; this grand enemy 
of the love and faith of Jefus being too apt to prevail in this time and place 
“of outward tranquility, wherein “we are a people fignally bleffed of God. 
3737: 

It is the fenfe and judgment of this meeting; that no -perfons who fhall 
‘fail of paying their juft debts ought to be admitted. to aét in meetings for 
bufinefs, or join with friends in collecting for the poor and-the fervice of.the 
church, until they have made fatisfaction to the monthly-meeting they belong 
to, and done what is in their power to take off the reproach they have, by — 
their imprudent conduct, brought on our Chriftian principle. 1737. 

Weare alfo engaged to caution every individual againft imprudently enter- 
ing into joint fecurities with others ; -for, by thefe praftices, many innocent 
wives and children have been inevitably and: unexpectedly involved in ruinous. 
and deplorable circumftances. We therefore earneftiy defire friends to keep 
ftrictly on their guard, that none, through any fpecious pretences of rendering 
acts of friendfhip to others with ‘fafety to themfelves, may rifque their own 
peace and reputation, and the fecurity of their families: In order hereunto, . 


we recommend this falutary advice of the wife man to their. efpecial notice ae 


and regard: ‘Be not thou one of them that ftrike hands, or of them that are 
 fureties for debts. If thou haft nothing to pay, why fhould he take away 
“thy bed from-under thee?” Prov. xxii. 26, 27. 1771. 

It is earneftly recommended, that friends frequently infpeét the ftate of 
their affairs, and frequently fettle their accounts; and when any find them- 
felves unable or have not more than fufficient to pay their juft debts, that they. 
‘immediately difclofe their circumftances to fome judicious friends, or principal 
creditors, and take their advice how to att, and be particularly careful not to 
pay one creditor in preference to another. 1782, 


ep Bie as hese Fan sth 
nhs sf! et BEA ewe ‘gs 1 yi 


a , * 
- 
bs 


eyo bee Oty Gant, ersogt 34K 4 bin ike andl tuk 


a wy ts) 
Pea.) SR a pin Bed Deh. at. giKa pusets 


e ~ fe ‘aes , LS , Doyat 3 
ne XX “ a f ? i i M y : x ; 
ee A abeRa Se asciarl yt Peak lay Doorl Aeer be 
7 zh 45°) a} a ' oy m * ¢ j ‘ Ve. vd + , : t " ‘ ae 4 i t os 
ORT d wa east bre Ae 3 5) be ty. JEN KS, Lg 1B ee ce r ide ‘ Promaition: 
4 7 5: é d; , " ? Uae, ‘ < " 


ote guieg oats Kas0- aney, tHe sk 
indica § bare nginierads Pa i fare es 


eat “Abas: “(abiong: bas acc any elk he a 
ee Spornaq alt: Lihat et mn Str re V3 Hwa 


Aa ae “yanadiites HO att OF teas Arte? ee ee “wt Dy sink ae pulse § 


oe i i 
a Rep | Pf etal P eran A bea So, A. HEC aint Hi i c 
Ce SH & tas eee a iy | 
! a > r 2s ’ 


ey f pees ng pe hn or inh wea “ Ye aie “a . ‘gniog 
: ie aie gibt ay tale eek aboiyian ote 


a 


rst ie ty ‘ealhy: 1a seit M 


BAER RON Ee ga A I a & at, ae eral cae Rt Semele gaat MAT 
1 Sinai 3 BOA Ale’ iy SAM Buss Gra te nite oleh bE Ae CDS Ay’ P's, ¢ ps eat j : 
ss ak m4); as; & Hee 4 ie rh x f ft ee y ya) Nhe m hs 1 if Ss es sg 4) lata ih Pit ioe) 
fae} a bs She ia ee 
“ * oie 
; a) c , i uti msi 
a ea ~Waloeod bra, phew eonit iff f fe A) ce ai eS 


; ian Ai ae, digiavosds.: ww 
Sinema, tht et pire oe Bf 


BAtguio. Agate igtarrenl Y Aye 


icy cos 6" 


Ce Sia a 


[ ty] 


oa. Bee Rs 


a have as a people looked upon ourfelves, as well as the presats 

Chriftians, to be included -in the notable prophecy, Ifai. ii. 4, 
«¢ They ‘thall beat their fwords into ploughthares, and their {pears into prun-— 
«* ing-hooks, and learn ‘war no more ;” agreeable to the doftrine of our 
bleffed “Lord and Saviour Jefus Chrift and his apoftles (to which our ancient 
friends abundantly bore teftimony, both in doétrine and praétice, and fuffered 
deeply for, confirmed and ratified ‘by feveral of our yearly-meetings, particu- 
larly in the years 1693 and’1730, by their exprefs declarations and teftimo- 
nies againit carrying guns, for defending our fhips, perfons, and goods) and 
being under many {trong engagements to obferve the fame, from the particu- 
‘ Jar care of Providence over fuch as have been faithful to this our teftimony, 
particularly thofe of our friends in Pennfylvania ; neverthelefs fome, -profef- 
fine to be of our fociety, have flighted and neglefted ‘this-our ancient and 
Chriftian teftimony, to that degree as to be concerned in privateering, or as » 
owners of fhips going as letters of marque, which is a. flagrant and lamenta- 
ble departure from our peaceable principle, which ‘hath always been to.con- 
fide in the protection and Providence of Almighty God, and not in weapons: 
of war ; which practice of theirs may be-attended with -injuftice, barbarity 
and bloodfhed. 

‘This meeting having taken this forrowful and afflicting cafe, and breach of 
‘our ancient teftimony, into our ferious confideration, have thought it our in- — 
‘cumbent duty to bear our teftimony againft fuch practices; and ‘it is the unani- 
mous fenfe of this meeting, ‘that all quarterly and monthly-meetings ought 
fpeedily to deal with every perfon found in the practice of fuch things, in the 
ahi of truth and love, in order to bring them to a fenfe of their error, and 
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to reclaim them from it; eaten if they cannot do, then to teftify’ aaintt rhem};* 
and let them know we have no unity or fellowfhip with them. 1744.0 °° 

We are forrowfully affected, by the anfwers to the Queries; that fome'friends- 
have failed in the maintenance of our Chriftian teftimony againft wars and’ 
fighting, by joining with others to hire fubftitutes; and'by the payment of 
money to exempt themfelves from perfonal fervice, in the militia; a practice 
inconfiftent with the teftimony to the reign of the Prince of Peace-our ancients 
received, and were concerned to maintain through cruel fufferings, and which 
the faithful in this “day dare not thrink. from::Which defection from our: 
 Chriftian teftimony and general practice having been matter of forrow te this. 
meeting, we are concerned ftrongly. to advife againft, and that friends every. 
where ftand faithful and fingle in their. dependence: on the Lord for: prefers 
vation, who alone is forever able to keep in perfect fafety.. And if fuffering - 
be the lot which doth refult. from fuch obedience. to the. divine. requiring, , 
fuch will, as they. abide in the fimplicity-and innocence of truth, reap the fruits . 
of peace in their own: bofom. Let therefore the care of friends, in their 
feveral monthly-meetings, be exerted to prevent any contributions-for hiring - 
fubftitutes, or other. methods.of exempting themfelves. from the militia, in-- 
confiftent. with our well-known teftimony.. 1760. 

It is our fenfe and judgment, that we cannot, confittent with our well-known. 
principles, atively pay any rate or affeffment on any town or clafs of men: 
which may: be impofed, for not raifing the quotas or. number affigned them. 
to raife for any military purpofe ; whether it, be as:a fine for-negleét, or.ans 
equivalent for fuch. quotas or detachment ; nor:any rates-or affeffments-made - 
for the advancing. of the hire or inlifting-money of ‘volunteers, or- which; 
may be exprefsly therein ordered to be given'or paid to military men. 1762.. 

We advife that all friends carefully avoid cenfuring or judging each other, . 
‘In refpect to the payment or non-payment-of fuch taxes, a part whereof goes:, 
to the fupport of war, and a part for civil government. . 

And it is recommended to friends every where, to take into their: Songun ‘ 
conlideration the. inconfiftency of. any under our. profeffion, fuffering: theirs 

eg ; temporal: 
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temporal intereft: to induce them in any manner to contribute to the purpofes. 
of war. | 

It is the cancern of this meeting to recommend to the feveral monthly- 
meetings, that they, confiftent with our ancient teftimony, refufe the pay- 
ment of all taxes, exprefsly or {pecially for the fupport of war, whether called. 
for in money, provifions or otherwife ; and that accounts of diftraints for 
fuch taxes.be fent up ; and that fuch friends as do aétively pay fuch taxes 
~ be dealt with as diforderly walkers. We alfo defire, that all friends carefully 
avoid difcouraging a tender fcruple which may arife in the minds of our 
brethren refpecting the payment. of fuch taxes, a part. whereof is evidently 
for the fupport of war; and that all be careful to. manifeft, by a fteady 
confiftent conduct; that they fingly aim to experience an advancement in the. 
truth. 1781.. 
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WOMENS MEETINGS 


U R womens meetings being fet up and approved in the love of God,. 

and by his wifdom and. power; and being of manifeft fervice, and. 
helpful in the church ; it is the earneft-defire and advice of this meeting, that 
they may be upheld and encouraged. 1707. 

And in order that the fervice of womens meetings may. be the more exten- 
five, it is recommended that each monthly-meeting of women friends depute: 
reprefentatives to attend the fervice of their quarterly-meetings ;, and each: 
quarterly-meeting depute reprefentatives to the yearly-meeting.. 

That they proceed in anfwering the queries, appointing all'the proper offi- 
cers, and conduéting the bufinefs neceflary to their meetings, as the mens. 
meetings are-advifed under queries, monthly-meetings,. quarterly- meetings. 
and yearly- -meetings. 

In regard to the matter of men and womens meetings: being: united in 
difowning and receiving members, it is agreed, when any perfon requetfts 
the care of friends, and when any friend is taken under dealing in. any 
monthly-meeting, fuch meeting, whether mens,or womens, acquaint the 
other thereof, in order for their uniting their fympathy,;. and help, if: they 
- chink it beft; and when the meeting to whom application is made, or. by 

whom the friend may be under dealing, are about to receive, reftore or. dif- 

own the perfon under care, that both meetings be acquainted therewith, and. 
their concurrence or unity manifefted before the conclufion be entered ;, and. : 
when the approbation of both men and women be obtained, the fame be: 

entered on the minutes of each meeting. | 
And it is advifed,. that men and women be attentive and ready in thei 
ps monthly and quarterly-meetings to. unite their affiltance to each other, when, 
tat ae appears ufeful and beft, whether exprefsly defired or not; and that teftimo-. 
nies of denial be read, approved and minuted, in both meetings, and then be: 
--—s figned by the clerk of the mens meeting,. if refpecting a man, and. if, a 
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WEARLY-MEETING. 


HE good and bleffed intent and end of this‘and all our affemblies is, 

with the Lord’s affiftance, for his honowr, in the promoting and main- 

‘taining of our Chriftian fociety and religion, in life and practice, in all the 
_parts and branches thereof. 1695: _ 

It is the fervent defire.of this meeting, that the bufinefs and concerns there- 

of be folidly, in the fear of God, managed and carried on, without contention 

or ftriving ; and with as few words, and in as pertinent expreffions to the 


matter in hand, as may be, for expediting the affairs thereof -without‘lofs of ° 
time, or any ways difordering the meeting ; but one at:a time fpeaking, and 


c+ 
Be. . 


ftanding up, that ‘all things may: be done ieceule: andingoodorder. 1710.0 


That the quarterly-meetings be careful «annually to depute fuch friends to 


attend the fervice of the yearly-meeting, as are men fearing God, of good 


converfation, weighty -fpirits, prudent and fincere, well acquainted with the: 


-affairs of truth, and diligent attenders of meetings for difcipline at home; 


whofe praétice and converfation is anfwerable to the teftimony they , profefs 


«to bear ; men known to be faithful and confcientious. 1714, 1733. 
Advifed that no reprefentatives withdraw from the meeting before it ends, 


without leave firft requefted and granted, that the fervice of the meeting aey ) 


not be negleéted. 1709. 


‘It behoveth us, in all fuch our affemblies, to have our minds feafoned with 


a fenfe of the weight of the work we are engaged in, and to exert ourfelves 
with an holy zeal for the caufe of God, and the promotion of his truth ; care- 


fully watching againft an exalted fpirit, which would ftrive for maftery and - 


dominion, labouring in love and meeknefs of wifdom to be helpful one unto 
‘another, that «* Nothing may be done through. a or-vain- glory; but, in 
xX a “€ Jowlinefs 
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« Jowlinefs of mind, let each efteem other better than themfelves.” Phil, ik. 
3+ - 1747+ 

Agreed that at the clofe of the + chia -meeting for worfhip all the repre- 
fentatives retire, and agree upon a clerk for the prefent year; and when the 
meeting of bufinefs is entered by the former clerk, or imhis abfence the clerk 
of the meeting for fufferings, the clerk named by the reprefentatives being 


approved is to be entered, and then to take his. feat at the table, and proceed — 


on the bufinefs before the meeting. 


Agreed that all papers that come before this meeting, as well as quarterly 


and monthly-meetings, except fuch as are from immediate correfpondents, 


be firft examined by a committee, to be from time to time appointee a before 


: cher be isan in our meetings. 
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E, earneftly befeech our friends, and efpecially the youth among” us, 
to avoid all fuch converfation as may tend to draw out their minds 


into the footihh and wicked paftimes with which this age aboundeth (par- © 


ticularly balls, gaming-places, horfe-races, and play-houfes) thofe nurferies 
of debauchery and wickednefs, the burthen and grief*of the fober part of other 
focieties, as well as of our own; practices wholly unbecoming a people under 
the Chriftian profeffion, contrary to the tenor of the doctrine of the gofpel, 


and the examples of the beft men in the earlieft ages of the church. For as | 
«© Evil communications corrupt good manners,” fo it is the duty of men | 


profeffing religion, who live in this world in order. to obtain a better, not 


Only to * Shake their hands from holding of bribes, and ftop'their ears from 


«« hearing of blood,” but alfo “to fhut their eyes from feeing of evil.” 
Tfai. xxiii, 15. 1739. 

And dearly beloved youth, in an humble fenfe of the continued vifitations 
of the Father’s love, and experience of their bleffed effects, we entreat you, 
by the mercies of God, receive its holy impreffions, fubmit to its difcipline ; 
this will preferve you from the deplorable effect of Satan’s transformations, 
infpire you with holy refolutions, and enable you to maintain them in alt 
godly converfation, and purity of life and faith, adorning the doétrine of the 
gofpel by a blamelefs demeanour. ‘True peace will then flow as a river in 
your own minds ; and the fruits of the tree of righteoufnefs be brought forth 


to your inexpreflible confolation in Chrift, the revival of Zion’s beauty, the 


rebuilding of her defolations ; fo that, by and through you, fhe may yet 
appear beautiful to the fincere- hearted, but to her enemies terrible as an 
army with banners, 1751. 
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